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May I start by expressing my sincere thanks to your trust and
support for electing me the President of the Institute 2003/2004.
The past year has been a busy and memorable year for me.

To most of the people in Hong Kong, 2004 may not have been a
bad year.  After almost six years, we are pleased to see the
economy has gained back a rising trend.  To the Institute, 2004
is also a year of progress.  On the membership development
front, it is the first year we admit Technical Grade Members and
also Corporate Members from the Mainland according to the

terms of the Reciprocity Agreement signed with the China Institute of Real Estate Appraisers.
We have now more than 200 Corporate Members who are qualified to practise and provide
valuation services in the Mainland and Hong Kong.

Whilst we were pushing ahead in the Mainland, efforts have also been made in building
up better link and communication with the professional surveying organizations in other
regions.  In November 2004, the Institute signed an Alliance Agreement with the Institution
of Surveyors, Malaysia and the Singapore Institute of Surveyors and Valuers to set up the
Surveyors Alliance Asia.  This is a great step forward in the joining hands of the professional
surveying organizations of Asia in promoting and upkeeping surveying professionalism
and standard.  Of course, such move is only the start and there is much work to be pursued
by the Institutes.

To cope with all the new challenges and the ever increasing demands of a knowledge-
based economy, great importance has been attached to providing our members with more
and better training to furthering their professional skill and knowledge.  The opening of the
Surveyors Learning Centre and the enhancement of our research works are some of the
means to facilitate the achieving of the aim.  Moreover, the turning of our publications,
rules and guides, code of practice so on into bi-lingual work will enable more global users
to access and help to promote the Institute towards a wider base.

On the 12th of September, members voters had expressed their will by casting a vote to the
one whom they believe would best represent the Architectural, Surveying and Planning
Functional Constituency in the 2004-2008 Legco.  Whereas a non-surveyor has been
elected, we should not feel discouraged as after all the elected is the one most preferred by
the constituency members. Endeavours should be made to ensure our Legco representative
has the best understanding of surveyors’ concerns and let him know what surveyors would
like to pursue and ways to enhance our standing in society.
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The Institute celebrated its 20th Anniversary on 26 April 2004, to sustain the growth it would
not only be an opportune time for us to take a good look at our strengths and weaknesses,
opportunities and threats but also a starting point in planning for the future.  Over the past
years, the Institute has been dedicated to upholding the high professional standards and
provide opportunities to people to become successful individuals.  To ensure our continuing to
be recognized as the leading professional body in the real estate field, we must make the best
of efforts in a way to gain such reputation and to strive for excellence.

We can only promise ourselves hard work and no less.

Tony Tse
President
2003/2004
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