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Francis Leung

The family photo album is a vivid reminder of how fast time flies.
Recently I found in the HKIS homepage, under Publications, a complete
archive of Surveyors Times, dating back January 1993, when it was
then called Surveyors and was a joint publication of the HKIS and the
RICS Hong Kong Branch.  In March 1993, Bruce Humphrey, the then
editor, said despite many mistakes (and we cannot deny those) we seem
to have achieved some measure of goodwill amongst members.  Our
objective for the next twelve months is no more than to build and
develop upon that.  To introduce ideas occasionally; to increase content
slowly and, we hope, steadily.  At the moment, actual publication of this
journal costs (excluding admin. time) about four dollars per member per
month, after deducting advertising income .... In the December issue of
the same year, the editor said: without even considering the political
changes of 1997 and all that, I do wonder how recognizable our
Institute and Branch will be in another ten years.  But, talking to the
students, I am confident that the profession will be in safe hands.

Fast-forward three and a half years, September 1997 reported the
closure of the RICS Hong Kong Branch.  In November 1998, a
co-operation agreement was signed between HKIS and RICS.  Fast-for-
ward another two years, January 2000, the new editor Gilbert Kwok
reported that the editorial board took great length in discussing the
feedback from the members’ survey conducted in 1999.   Many of the
suggestions were reviewed and the editorial board decided to gradu-
ally introduce special features in response .... You may have noticed
the new look of the newsletter ...  The ensuing years saw continual
improvements in editorial style and content of the newsletter.

The Surveyors Times continued to develop and mature when the
editorial board chairmanship was passed to Jim Yip in 2002 and
Bernard Chan in 2004.

Fast-forward to present, the cost of publishing Surveyors Times
(again excluding admin. time and deducting advertising income) is
just about HK$7.5 per copy.  As our family photo album shows, the
Surveyors Times has grown and matured a lot, owing to the increase
in membership size (and hence admin. support), advance in technology,
and the unrelenting efforts of my predecessors.  However, measuring
our progress against our own past may be misleading and may indeed
lead to complacence.  We need to assess ourselves in the context of our
position and performance in the modern world, against current
competitors.  In this context, our readers will be best placed to pass
judgement on how we are doing.  And the current agenda of the
editorial board: Editorial Policy; ISSN Registration; Publication in
Chinese; New Columns; Classified Advertisements; Plagiarism and
Copyrights; and Interfacing with Institute’s and Others’ Web-sites.  We
are glad to see many more readers giving comments and suggestions.  All
these will be carefully considered.  On page 22, we have a letter from Mr
Leung Shou-chun on the publication of anonymous submissions.  Mr
Leung’s comments will be carefully considered in light of the Institute’s
publication policy.

So we continue building and developing, a bit at a time, not risk-free
and admittedly still not error-free.

6/22/05, 9:13 AM3
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here were two major breakthroughs in the
history of HKIS in May 2005 : the formation
of the Property and Facility Management

with the CE candidates and expressed the surveyors’
views.  Based on their available platforms, I have
particularly drawn their attention to the following:

• the need for a clear and sustainable urban renewal
policy to improve habitability;

• more business and job opportunities for our members
in Hong Kong and under the CEPA in the Mainland;

• review the fee bidding policy in consultants’
appointment in the government jobs;

• the importance of having constant dialogues with us.

Despite the fact that one year presidency is indeed very
short, I am delighted to see the work accomplished by
the Council in the past 6 months.  June is a very good
timing for us to sit back to review the work we have done,
and plan for the rest of the Council year.  The Executive
Committee, together with the Chairmen of the three
Boards, were all locked up in a conference room in the
Parkview on the Saturday morning of 14 May for a brain-
storming session conducted by an external management
consultant who was engaged to prepare an independent
appraisal of the operation of HKIS last year. The ses-
sion gave us an opportunity to express our views on dif-
ferent aspects of HKIS ranging from corporate branding,
governance, membership,professional development to
education and re-education and assist us in mapping out
the future direction of our Institute.

Division (PFM Division) on the 18th and the signing of
the Reciprocity Agreement (the RA) with our QS
counterpart in China, the China Engineering Cost
Association (CECA) on the 24 th in Beijing.

The formation of the PFM Division would certainly
create more business and employment opportunities for
our members both in Hong Kong and in the Mainland.
I am looking forward to the formation of the PFM
Divisional Council and would render necessary support
in their initial set up.  Members interested in this field
are encouraged to join their divisional council for the
future of surveyors in this new venture.

The signing of the RA with CECA was an accomplishment
of the QS division after almost 10 years collaboration.
With the RA, our QS members are able to get the
professional cost engineers qualification in the
Mainland and enhance the setting up of practices
in the Mainland under the CEPA arrangement.
The Council will continue to work with all relevant
government departments and related organizations with
the aim of assisting our GP and QS firms to set up
offices in the Mainland.

As a member of the Election Committee representing the
Architectural, Surveying and Planning sub-sector in the
Chief Executive Election, I have the opportunity to meet

H a n d

h a n d

H a n d

h a n dinin
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Your Council has continued to visit as many
members’ organizations as possible to meet
them face to face to solicit members’ views.
We have visited members at the Buildings
Department, the Housing Department, Lands
Department and the Surveying & Mapping

Office.  We are also hosting the
monthly members’ happy hours

on the last Friday of each

� �  !
� �  !

� �  !
� �  !

month from 6 to 8 pm in the HKIS library.  Those who
attended the May happy hour would surely not forget
the warmth at the library despite the heavy rain outside.
We hope this type of gathering will create different
opportunities for members to meet old friends and make
new ones.  I hope to see you face to face and exchange
views on any topics in the months to come.

6/22/05, 9:14 AM5



HKIS NEWS

SURVEYORS  Times

� �  ! HONG KONG
� �

HKIS signs another reciprocity agreementHKIS signs another reciprocity agreement

The Institute (Quantity Surveying Division) has signed a
reciprocity agreement with the China Engineering Cost
Association in Beijing on 24 May 2005.  The signing
was between the President, TT Cheung and the Director
of the China Engineering
Cost  Association, Madam
Zhang Yun-kuan and the
ceremony was witnessed
by Liu Zhi-feng, Deputy
Director of the Ministry of
Construction, Central
Government and the
Permanent Secretary for
the Environment, Transport
& Works (Works) Lo
Yiu -ch ing,  JP  o f  the
HKSAR Government.

It is expected that the rapid development of the Mainland
will bring more opportunities to the construction industry in
Hong Kong, while local professionals, with their advanced
professional knowledge and international experience, can
also contribute to the development of our country, said Lo
Yiu-ching JP, Permanent Secretary for the Environment,
Transport & works (Works) of the HKSAR Government.

Founded in July 1990, the
China Engineering Cost
Association (CECA), under
the auspice of the Ministry
of Construction of the
Central Government, is
registered with the Ministry
of Civil Affair.  One of the
missions of the Association
is to study the theory and
practice problems about
the reform of administration
institute, the development

policy, the mechanism of market admittance and the
regulation of market behaviour of the engineering cost
industry as well as probing into the approach to raise
the efficiency for public and private investment, to
forecast and control the engineering cost, to promote
the application of modern management technique
and submitting the related suggestion to government
agencies.  For more on the CECA, please visit
www.ceca.org.cn.

The Institute (General
Pract ice Divis ion)
s i g n e d  i t s  f i r s t
reciprocity agreement
in 2003 with the
China Institute of Real
Estates Appraisers.
This has, indeed,
t a k e n  t h e  C E PA
one step further in
a l l ow ing  HKSAR
professional service
providers in entering
the Mainland market.

5
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EGM on formation of property and facility management divisionEGM on formation of property and facility management division

The EGM took place in the Surveyors
Learning Centre on 18 May 2005 and
four resolutions were put to vote:

Resolution 1 – Add the following sub-clause to Clause
6.1 of the Constitution: (f) Property and Facility Management

Resolution 2 – If Resolution 1 is carried, insert the
following new sub-clause to Bye-Law 3.1.1: (o) three
representatives of the Property and Facility
Management Division; and re-number subsequent
sub-clauses to (p) and (q)

These four resolutions were passed with a majority of votes.

Resolution 3 – insert the following sentence after
Bye-Law 3.2.2: Provided that if a Division is formed
under Clause 6.1 of the Constitution after the General
Council is elected at an Annual General Meeting, the rep-
resentatives of the newly formed Division shall be those
who are nominated by the Divisional Council of the new
Division and approved by the General Council.   Not-
withstanding Bye-Law 3.1.3, the tenure of the rep-
resentatives of the new Division shall expire at the same
time as the General Council.; and insert the follow-

ing sentence after bye-Law 4.2.4: Provided that if a Divi-
sion is formed under Clause 6.1 of the Constitution after the
General Council is elected at an Annual General Meeting, nomi-
nation of representatives by the newly formed Division shall
take place as soon as practicable.

Resolution 4 – For the sole purposes of formation of
the Property and Facility Management Division, and until
the following are approved by the General Council:
– constitution of the divisional council of the Property and
Facility Management Division in accordance with Bye-Law
4.2.1; and regulations of the Property and Facility
Management Divisional Council in accordance with
Bye-Law 4.2.2, the duties and responsibilities of the
Property and Facility Management Division as stipulated in
Bye-Law 4.2 shall be assumed by the current Property and
Facility Management Forum.

Resolution FOR AGAINST ABSTAIN VOID TOTAL

�� �� �� �� �� ��

1 621 (92.1%) 41 (6.1%) 11 1 674

2 611 (90.7%) 45 (6.7%) 17 1 674

3 623 (92.4%) 35 (5.2%) 15 1 674

4 621 (92.1%) 36 (5.3%) 16 1 674

6/22/05, 9:14 AM7
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Board of Professional Development
looks into certification

Board of Professional Development
looks into certification

Professor Barnabas Chung, chairman of the Board of
Professional Development, has recommended to the Ex Com
a system of certification of professional specialization and
is working out a system in conjunction with divisional feedback.
Apparently, such a certification system will help the public to
identify expertise readily.   An open forum has been planned
for 19 July 2005 in the Surveyors Learning Centre.

The Professor adds that the Board is looking into strategic
plans on professional development such as mandatory CPD,
e-library, on-line CPDs, quality control of CPD, recording of
CPD events for members who cannot attend, accreditation
and last but not least resources requirement.

Wong Bay, Chairman of the Board of Education, has told
the Ex Com that the Board has a general direction on
accreditation of courses.  If a mainland degree course is
recognized by the HKSAR Government, then the
accreditation procedure will be the same as that for a
degree awarded by a local university.  When a mainland
degree course is not one of the recognized universities, the
subject course must be accredited first by the Hong Kong
Council for Academic Accreditation.  To foster closer ties and
understanding, the Board also tries to co-ordinate visits to local
universities and institutions for all members.

Board of Education gives briefing
on mainland courses accreditation

Board of Education gives briefing
on mainland courses accreditation

The President, TT
Cheung and the
S e n i o r  V i c e
President, Wong
C h u n g - h a n g
h a v e  h a d  a
meeting with the

Acting Chief Executive, the Hon Donald Tsang on 13 May.

The visit has been arranged by Legislative Councillor, the
Hon Patrick Lau representing the Architectural, Surveying
and Planning Functional Constituency.  At the meeting, the
Acting CE has made a re-assurance on government policy
to support the development of professional services both
in Hong Kong and in the Mainland; he also added that it
is Government intention to speed up the pace of approving
construction projects under the list of the then Urban Council
and Regional Council.  To facilitate better communication
with professional bodies, meetings between the ASP
functional constituency and the Chief Executive, Chief
Secretary and Financial Secretary will be institutionalized
separately on a regular basis, pledges the Acting CE.

The President, TT Cheung, meanwhile tells the Acting CE
that the Institute will focus on urban renewal for the rest of
the year including collaboration with government
departments, the URA and Housing Society and that the
Institute likes to see more dialogues with the Hon Donald
Tsang in the future.

The President, TT Cheung, has
spoken to the floor on the
potential application of public
private partnerships in the
construction sector in the 2nd
PPP Asia Summit held at the
Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre, 25 – 26
May 2005, saying that in the
face of constant demand for
quality public facilities and ser-

vices at times of budgetary constraint, PPP has been
adopted as a mode of delivery around the world.

HKIS office bearers meet with
Acting Chief Executive

HKIS office bearers meet with
Acting Chief Executive

President speaks at 2nd PPP Asia SummitPresident speaks at 2nd PPP Asia Summit

Speaking as the keynote speaker, the Acting CE of the HKSAR
Government, the Hon Donald Tsang, says that there is growing
evidence which confirms PPP works, and most notable is
the delivery of high quality facilities and infrastructures as
planned, and the delivery of services with greater efficiency
and better performance, often at a lower cost.

There is a good understanding on the benefits PPPs can
bring and the range of services to which the approach can
be applied. These included avoiding the creation of new
civil service positions; smoothing Government’s cash flow;
improving efficiency and quality of services delivery;
stimulating the economy; and encouraging private sector

6/22/05, 9:15 AM8
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on job creation.  The Acting CE concludes that the PPP
approach should be used when it is the best option in the
prevailing circumstances.

While echoing the potential benefits of PPPs, the President,
TT Cheung, points out some potential problems for
Government to implement PPPs,
including lack of experience in
both public and private sectors;
resistance to change / accept
new partnership culture; inad-
equate guidance notes for ensur-
ing value for money; immature
legislative approval framework
and lack of society support.

In order to overcome those problems, the President,
suggests that there should be training for staff concerned;
experienced consultants appointed to advise on the
implementation of PPP projects; Government should establish
a high-level unit to promote, support and monitor PPP
projects; Government should also formulate clear and
detailed guidance notes for each type of PPP projects; and
finally review existing Legco’s financial approval procedures
for PPP projects.  The President concludes that if used properly,
PPPs will contribute significantly to the local community as it will
provide more public construction works; there will be less
unemployment particularly in the construction sector coupled
by an increase in gross domestic fixed capital formation;
and more importantly, society will enjoy more and better
public facilities and services at the end of the day.

The Institute is supportive of this Real Estate Developers
Association of Hong Kong initiative; a work group
comprising members from the building surveying and quantity
surveying divisions will be formed to pursue the matter.

Work group to study REDA/HKCA
safety partnering programm

Work group to study REDA/HKCA
safety partnering programm

A management consultant has been commissioned to conduct
a review on the organization structure of the administration
office and to develope a staff manual.  The review also
covers areas to include: a revised organization structure,
job specifications under the new structure and administrative
staff working relationship with office bearers, divisional
councils and the General Council.

HKIS review admin office structureHKIS review admin office structure

Wong Chung Hang, the Institute’s Senior Vice President,
says that the work group has compiled a list of HKIS
institutional and divisional representation on external
statutory and non-statutory boards, committees, panels and
working groups, including those of the mainland and
international organizations.  The work group is looking into
rules and procedures for making a nomination; terms and
conditions of accepting an appointment and guidelines for
reporting system for Council deliberation.

SVP looks into HKIS
nominations to external bodies

SVP looks into HKIS
nominations to external bodies

A member surveyor is helping the Admin Office out by looking
into the IT infrastructure to include the data server, web
server and mail server; apparently, a tender will be called
once the specification has been designed, one mandatory
step in the global e-village.

Surveyor cum IT whiz-kid
looking into HKIS server

Surveyor cum IT whiz-kid
looking into HKIS server

The Institute’s Vice President, Raymond Chan, is heading
a work group on the production of a new HKIS corporate
video;  the current version has been serving for quite
some time.

VP works on HKIS corporate videoVP works on HKIS corporate video

Samson Wong, past president of the Institute (1997–1998),
is to head the Project Management Committee for a
two-year term.  The Committee is to enhance the project
management skills of HKIS members; promote public
acceptance on employing surveyors in project management;

Samson Wong heads project
management committee

Samson Wong heads project
management committee

make assessment and to keep a register of certified project
manager for HKIS members; liaise with professional bodies
on the promotion and development of project management
as well as conducting research to further knowledge on the
subject.  The Council expects a half-yearly report from the
Committee to ensure that set objectives are met.

6/22/05, 9:15 AM9
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Council debriefed on envisaged HKIS roadmapCouncil debriefed on envisaged HKIS roadmap

Council members
heard on 14 May
a de-briefing from
the management
consultant on its
f i nd ings  i n  t he
R e v i e w  R e p o r t
accepted by the

Institute in December 2004.  The report largely covers the
future governance of the HKIS in terms of strategic direction;
alignment of Divisions, branding and public relations;
membership services.  No one will deny the importance of

a genuine understanding on the strength, weakness,
opportunities and threats that the Institute faces; and
certainly, the advocacy role of the surveying profession.

Surveyors happy hourSurveyors happy hour

T.G.I.F. it’s time for a break, a time for getting together
and a time to belong – over 30 surveyors met in the
library for a drink in the evening of 27 May; the thing
is it was pouring cats and dogs outside and that did
not stop them.  What did they talk about?  Hadn’t a
clue, but worth reporting is that it has been a time
of hair-down. Want to share the fun?  Come to the

gathering every last Friday evening of
the month, ciao.

6/22/05, 9:15 AM10
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The PGBC, chaired by Kenneth Chan, past president of
the Institute, had its first council meeting on 11 January,
the council comprises:

that financial and other assistance be sought for the initial
setting up of implementing the scheme.  The Council, which
met on 8 March, further endorsed PGBC’s commitment.

The Architectural Centre The Council agreed participation
as a co-founder in the establishment of the Architectural
Centre initiated by the HKIA.  This will be a permanent
venue for display of green technology, products, promotion
of green concept and knowledge, wider education of
professionals and the public.  Financial sponsorship would
be sought later from interested groups in Hong Kong.

Bridge2far As supporter of the A Bridge2far (www.
bridge2far.info) project, the organizer invited members of
PGBC wishing to join in July to construct the bridge.  The
PGBC partici-
pants will join
the Volunteer
Team on site.
Please contact
K S Wong if
you want  to
participate.

Secretarial support rests with the HKIS.

Is Your Green Building Acceptable to its Occupants?
Energy-efficient lighting, and other examples A presentation
was made by Guy R. Newsham, Ph.D., Senior Research
Officer, Indoor Environment Research Programme, Institute
for Research in Construction of National Research Council
Canada on 17 January.  Please visit: www.hkpgbc.org.

Comprehensive Environmental Performance Assessment
Scheme and Building Classification Scheme Representatives
of the Board of Sustainability had a met with BD officials
including: Marco Wu, H W Cheung, K M Mo, K K Choy, Dr
Hui and Dr K W Yeung on 4 March.  Topics discussed were
CEPAS and Building Classification Scheme.  Apparently, a
working group on the implementation of CEPAS would be
set up by PCICB, which was not a body representative of
the construction industry.  A letter was sent to BD afterwards
and may be viewed at the Secretariat.

Building Classification Scheme BD further advised that it was
the intention of government to identify someone to implement
a building classification scheme on a non-governmental
basis parallel with the possible introduction of a mandatory
inspection and maintenance scheme.  It is noted that PGBC
had written to HPLB in the last round of consultation on
Building Management and Maintenance expressing the
intention to operate such a scheme.  It was recommended

Professional Green Building Council 2005Professional Green Building Council 2005

Kenneth Chan, Chairman HKIS kjkchan@kcsprj.com
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Stephen Lau, HKIA ssylau@hkucc.hku.hk
Vice Chairman
Edwin Chan, Hon Secretary HKIA bsedchan@polyu.edu.hk
Sam Cheng, Hon Treasurer HKIS chengsam@widnell.com.hk
Alex Chan HKIE alexchan@atihk.com
Allan Chan HKIE allan.chan@hiphing.com.hk
Chan Hak HKIS hak_chan@yahoo.com.hk
Leslie Chen HKILA lhcchen@hkucc.hku.hk
Victor C K Cheung HKIE vcheung@jrpl.com
K K Choy HKIE kkchoy@bd.gov.hk
Bernard Hui HKIA bh@roccodesign.com.hk
Evans Iu HKILA evans.iu@housingauthority.gov.hk
Patrick H T Lau HKILA aup@earthasia.com.hk
Maurice W W Lee HKIE office@mlal.com.hk
Martin Tam HKIA martintam@shkp.com.hk
Gabrielle Tsui HKIA gtsuimy@netvigator.com
James Kenneth Pong HKIS jpong@epd.gov.hk
K S Wong HKIA kswong@rlphk.com
Patrick S S Lau, Immediate

HKIA patrick_ss_lau@hotmail.comPast Chairman

Informal Gathering with the Hon Advisor Members of the
Council met with the Honorary Advisor,  Michael Suen and
Advisors, Roger Lai, Bosco Fung, C H Yue, William Kao
and H W Cheung over an informal dinner.  The purpose
was for an update of the activities of the council and
discuss issues related to green buildings.  We must thank the
advisors of their genuine concern about the development
of the council and in offering good advice.

PSDAS Project A project similar to the successful symposium
held in 2004 in Shanghai, this time the Chinese collaborator
is South China University of Technology in Guangzhou. The
Project Coordinator is Professor Stephen Lau of the University
of Hong Kong.

Sustainable Building 2005 PGBC will be participating
in this triennial event from 27 to 29 September 2005 in
Tokyo.  There will a delegation of over 10 people
together with representatives of organizations /
developers who had entered into the exhibition of
sustainable projects.  For more information please see
www.sb05.com.  For enquiry, please contact Jonathan
Ho at 2526 3679 or edudept@hkis.org.hk
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SVP recaps meeting SAA and visit to SISVSVP recaps meeting SAA and visit to SISV

As you may recall, the Surveyors Alliance Asia (SAA) has
been formed on the Agreement Signing Ceremony held in
Hong Kong in November 2004.  The three founding partners
of the Alliance are the Institution of Surveyors Malaysia
(ISM), Singapore Institute of Surveyors and Valuers (SISV)
and the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors HKIS.  Since then,
the three institutes have begun to increase cooperation in
areas of common interests.

The first SAA Executive Council meeting will be held in Kuala
Lumpur on 21 June 2005.  Our past President, Stephen Liu
will attend the meeting as the HKIS representative to the
SAA Executive Council.  Recently, the three institutes have
actually met on a less formal occasion in Singapore at the
SISV Annual Dinner held on 20 May.  I have represented
HKIS at the SISV Annual Dinner.

tçåÖ=`ÜìåÖJÜ~åÖ

pÉåáçê=sáÅÉ=mêÉëáÇÉåí

The theme of the SISV Annual Dinner 2005 was Reaching
Greater Heights with Flying Colours.  At the SISV Annual
Dinner, the SISV Main Council Chairperson Dr Amy Khor
has particularly mentioned the formation of the Surveyors
Alliance Asia in her welcoming speech.  SAA has been
recognized as one of the SISV overseas outreaching
achievements in Singapore.  From now on, SAA will develop
in a more aggressive manner.  In the following, I would
like to make a recapitulation of the SAA aims and mission.

SAA aims at recognizing the importance of the development
and growth of local institutes.  The purposes of forming the
alliance are:

• To strengthen the relationship between the various
professional institutes in Asia;

• To promote and upkeep the surveying professionalism
and standard;

• To protect the interest of local institutes; and
• To enhance cooperation among SAA partners.

The SAA mission is to fulfill:

• The promotion of the best surveying practice in Asia;
• The promotion of dialogue between SAA partners;
• The encouragement of regional cooperation in the

practice of surveying;
• The fostering of research appropriate to the better

understanding of building and property practice in Asia;
• The rendering of assistance to members of SAA

partners working in other partners’countries / cities;
• The promotion of recognition of academic qualifications

of relevant courses in universities in other SAA partners’
countries / cities.

The HKIS representatives to the SAA Executive Council
are Stephen Liu, Francis Ng, Kenny Suen and Wong
Chung-hang.  Should you have any views on SAA and
alike, please let us know.

I have also paid a visit to SISV Office before the SISV
Annual Dinner.  SISV and HKIS exchanged views on some
recent development within the two institutes.  SISV has been
updated on the formation of the Property and Facility
Management Division in HKIS.  To strengthen the tie
between the two institutes, SISV and HKIS have agreed to
exchange publications.  HKIS will send the Surveyors Times
to SISV, including those starting from the beginning of the
current council year.  The Surveyors Times will also be
circulated to ISM as part of our communication with the
other SAA partners.
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Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualification
with the Supervision Engineers in Mainland

I have recently received some emails on the appropriateness
of entering into mutual recognition agreement with the
China Association of Engineering Consultants (CAEC��

�� !"#).  This should be addressed in the Report,
which is under preparation, on our Mainland visit in late
April this year.  With our experience in struggling with RICS
on the reciprocity, we share members’ concerns.  We will
consult members upon the drafting up of the framework for
the mutual recognition.

To facilitate the promotion of BS services in the Mainland,
former BSD Councils had tried to look for similar practice
in the Mainland years ago, right before the mutual recognition
initiatives agreed between the Central Government and the
HKSAR Government.   You may recall that there was a CPD
in Dec 2003 to introduce the supervision engineering
practice in the Mainland.  The Councils were aware of the
development and positioning of the supervision engineers
practice.  Current BSD Council realized that it would be

advantageous for BSD to enter into the mutual agreement.
More would be deliberated during the debriefing for our
visit (details to be announced separately).

BSD Publication Panel

The Panel had held a brainstorming meeting and came up
with the following possible publications to benefit young
BS and / or the general public:

1. Guideline for the preparation of Building Maintenance Manual
and Planned Maintenance for Residential Buildings

2. BS Profession Fact Sheets (Updating)
3. Introductory Leaflets on subjects of Building Maintenance
4. Layman’s guide to Floor Areas
5. Guidance notes on Water Seepage
6. Guidance notes for carrying out a building survey
7. Leaflets on Material selections: timber flooring, water pipes,

glazing, painting, etc. commonly used in Hong Kong

If you have any contribution (e.g. ready available
information) to the publications or would like to participate,
please contact Edgar LI at edgarli@netvigator.com.

BSD buffet dinner event has gained its momentum

The turn up rate is still low but improving.  This social event
provides a good opportunity for members and probationers
to make new friends, sharing APC experience, exchange
working experience, etc.  Please do come although a similar
HKIS Happy Hour event will be held on the last Friday of
every month (started on 27 May 2005), we would keep
the buffet dinner as we believe they are complementary to
each other for the time being.

An Update from the BSD Technical Advisory Panel

There was a Joint BSC / APSEC Meeting on 13 May 2005
and the following are brief notes of the meeting:–

Revamping of the Building (Construction) Regulations [B
(C)R]Open for comments for 2 months.

Draft New Part of the Code of Practice for Means of
Access for Firefighting and Rescue (MOA Code) for

Emergency Vehicular Access (EVA) – 3 rd Revision Spirits
and principles in the repealed Circular Letters has lost.
Members urged dialogue with FSD.

Registration of Building Service Engineers (BSE) A working
group was to be set up with the following terms of refernce:

(1) To study and identify the various provisions in the
extant Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123) and subsidiary
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SURVEYORS  Times

DIVIS IONAL
NEWS & ACTIVIT IES� �  !

1616

legislations (the BO) which may involve building services
engineering input;

(2) To identify and review the role and participation of RPE
(BS) and other professionals currently providing the scope
of input and /or services in compliance with the
provisions of the BO as identified in (1); and

(3) To assess and review if such services may only be
provided by RPE(BS) and, if so, whether the engagement
of RPE(BS) should be made mandatory.

Review of Lighting and Ventilation (L&V) Requirements
in Building Revised paper was being commented by
APSEC Members.

Comprehensive Environmental Performance Assessment
Scheme (CEPAS) The proposed CEPAS was being tested
on trial cases and expecting finalization of scheme by end
of June 2005.

PNAP 269 on Fast-track Processing of Alteration and
Addition (A&A) Plans for Signboards This PN was
overhauled to cover all signs.  Maximum size of 40 m2 was
prescribed.  Comment by 2 June 2005.

Streamlining of Approval Process for Land and Building
Developments Two draft JPN on exemption of voids in
duplex flats and houses from gross floor area calculation
and alignment of key development parameters were being
commented by PlanD and LandsD.

Review of PNAPs Working group had already met 3 times
and preliminary classification of extant PNAP into
administrative, interpretation and advisory had been
completed.  Some PNs will be deleted and some combined
and rewritten.

Review of the Design and Construction of Hoarding
and Covered Walkway WG presented review report
and further simplification of hoarding design was proposed,
such as lowering of double deck to 300mm above the first
deck, etc.

Recognition of AMHKIE Submissions from HKIA and
HKIS on recognition of Associate Members as TCP T3 were
being considered.  There was the issue of alignment of
experience requirements.

Review of Buildings Ordinance and Building Regulations

on Sanitary Fitments, Plumbing and Drainage Provisions
for Buildings Draft PNAP on provision of sanitary fitments
was being commented by Members.  It proposed the change
of male to female ratio and provision of sanitary fitments as
provided in the consultancy study report.  Members urged
BD to make clear to front line staff that modifications would
be readily given without having to provide further
justifications.

Revised Minor Works (MW) Control System Finalized list
of minor works was being circulated for comment.

The Proposed Integrated Site Supervision System (ISSS)
The working group on ISSS had further amended the draft
TM and CoP which were now ready for submission to LegCo
for negative vetting in June 2005.

Protection of Natural Streams / Rivers from Adverse
Impacts arising from Construction Works ETWB had
issued the Technical Circular (TC) on the subject and BD would
issue a similar practice note in due course.

Control on Wet Fixing of External Wall Finishes A
number of reports were received by BD and lots of discussion
without conclusion.

Draft Code of Practice for the Structural Use of Steel (Limit
State Approach) Consultant made a presentation of the
draft code which was ready for implementation and the
extant code would be phased out in 24 months.  Members
could still comment by end of May 2005.

Draft Revised PNAP 30 on Central Processing of Building
Plans This was issued to incorporate known internal
guidelines.  Others would be made known as appropriate
in due course.

Review of Fire Safety Requirements for Cinema Certain
relaxations were made to the fire safety requirements for
cinema, such as independent staircases, width of seatway
and projection room, etc.  Comment by 2 June 2005.

Other Issues
– REDA raised two issues on new interpretation of

regulations at OP inspection and testing of drainage.
These might involve internal guidelines which should be
made known to AP and RSE.

– BD was reminded that issues in AP’s discretion should be
kept that way.
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he General Council has proposed a system of
allocating responsible division when handling different

Society (CAS) will continue.  As nominated by the HKIS,
Alex Lam, KK Chiu and Kam-hung Yu have been appointed
the Council Members by the CIREA in the AGM on 11 May.

Membership (Convenor: Mr KK Chiu)

Four applications from RICS members have been received.
The GPD Council will examine the detail and make a rec-
ommendation to the Board of Membership.  The issue on
membership fees in the case of multiple memberships was
discussed in the recent GPD Council meeting.  The Council
agrees to support the fee structure proposed by the Board
of Membership.

Public Relations (Convenor: Mr Daniel Mak)

Members will produce more professional ar ticles
for publication.

Property Management (Convenor: Mr W L Mak)

At the EGM rescheduled on 18 May 2005, the result was
that a new PFM division would be formed.

Valuation Practice (Convenor: Mr Charles Chan)

– A letter commenting on the consultation paper on REIT
has been issued.

– A press conference will be held on 23 June 2005.  The
mandatory new Property Valuation Standards, Guidance
notes on Mortgage Valuation and List of Property
Valuers will be announced.

– The formality and operation of the appeal panel on
the List of Property Valuers application was discussed.
The GPD Council has agreed to the fol lowing
procedures:  once the vetting panel receives an
appeal, the panel should, within a reasonable time
period, pass the appeal to the GPD Council Chairman,
acting as a member of the appeal panel.  The appeal
pane l  wou ld  conduc t  a  mee t ing  to  cons ider
the appeal and the result would be passed to the
administration office and GPD Council Chairman. A
notification letter would then be sent to the applicant
by the GPD Council Chairman.

TT
affairs as stated in a list of Concerned Division.  The GPD
Council has commented on the list together with
supporting reasons.

It is noted that a working group will be formed to
review the participation of HKIS and GPD in government
committees related to the surveying profession.  Daniel Mak
is the convenor and Lawrence Poon, Andrew Fung and
William Wan are members.  The working group will
report in the next meeting.

Education and APC (Convenor: Mr Simon Wang)

Some recommendations such as written test only,
interview only for the APC system will be reviewed by the panel.

Business Valuation (Convenor: Mr KK Chiu)

The Business Valuation Forum (BVF) between HKIS, HKSFA
and RICS has been formed. Within the BVF, there will be
an advisor y board.   We shal l  inv i te  the SFC,
universities and professional Institutes to send two nominees
from each member Institute to form the board.   A press
release in July to announce the detail is being discussed.

CPD and Internal Communication (Convenor: Mr
Ronald Cheung)

A number of CPD events have been organized.

Government Practice and Local Affairs (Convenor:
Mr CK Lau)

– At the liaison meeting with Lands Department was
discussed issues on Simplification of Lease Condition and
Streamline Lease Modification Procedures.

– A letter has been sent to Lands Department concerning
the A Book and premium.

– The matter on fee scale is in progress.

Mainland Affairs (Convenor: Ms Serena Lau)

The communication with CREVA and the China Appraisal
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The GPD Council has become increasingly busy and we need more help.  If you are available to assist, please call me
on (+852) 2820 2932.  We welcome any comments and/or suggestions on our work and practice.
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Valuation Standards (Convenor: Mr Lawrence Pang)

The Mortgage Valuation Guidance Notes has been
finalized.  A letter to banking associations and the HKMA
have been sent to invite comment.

s a member of the Advisory Committee of the Dept
of LSGI in HK PolyU, I joined their meeting on 26 May

Head of Geomatic Engineering University College London,
happened to be my lecturer when I was studying in UK in
the 80.  His presentation was inspiring and gave an in-
sight to improve real time spatial position determination
anywhere in the city on GIS application.  Prof Paul Cross
is not only an outstanding and renowned academic, he is
also a keen golfer with low handicaps.  Thanks to Rina
Tsoi and Lesley Lam who managed to organise 4 flights,
mostly surveyors, to tee-off on both the North course and
South course of Kau Sai Chau Golf Course.  Prof Cross,
the President T T Cheung, T N Wong, past HKIS president
and FIG Vice-president and myself were on the same flight.
We were lucky to have a round of 18 holes on a sunny
day and enjoyed delicious seafood in a restaurant near
the Sai Kung Pier afterwards.

Complaint letter from Technical Grade Applicants

Recently, HKIS has received two complaint letters from
TA applicants of LSD and I can appreciate their feelings;
it looks ridiculous requiring technicians with 20–30
years of experience joining HKIS as a trainee.  The
interpretation of existing constitutions on admission of
Technical Grade membership is far too stringent and
inflexible.  As far as I understand, the two complain-
ants probably will meet the requirement of additional
3 more months of experience by the time they read this
newsletter.  What they need to do is to submit the ATC
as soon as possible.  I t will only be a transitional
period of 3–12 months joining the HKIS as a Technical
Trainee.  I shall liaise with the Chairman of Board of
Membership (BoM), LSD representatives to BoM and BoE
and bring up this issue in the Excom meeting on 8 June.
Hopefully, the need of becoming a technical trainee of
the two complainants can be waived.

AA
chaired by P C Lau, also present were Ir Prof  KO Jan-ming,
Dean of the Faculty of Construction and Land Use and Prof
CHEN Yong-qi, Head of Department of Land Surveying and
Geo-informatics.  One major issue discussed was the
accreditation of the Double-degree programme in BSc
(Hons) in Geomatics with specialism in Geo-information
Technology (Geo-IT) and BSc(Hons) in Computing by HKIE
and HKIS.

CPD events

Last month was probably the busiest month with matters
picking up momentum on all fronts. CPD events have been
progressing extremely well and I must thank Ray Leung LSD
CPD convenor and his team Maris Lo, Eric Ma and George
Leung for their hard work in organising successful CPD
events such as: Deep Bay Link Site Visit, 28 May and Hong
Kong Land Boundary Survey – Future Development and Ca-
reer Aspects, 1June.

Members of the CPD working group are working enthusi-
astically on Bursting Height of Firework of Disney Park which
is believed to be the biggest CPD event of LSD in 2005.
CPD participants have a chance to win free tickets to Disney
Park which opens in September.  Watch out for the event,
you may be the winner!

Seminar on Spatial Information Science and
Technology and a round of Golf in Kau Sai Chau

I was invited to the 1st Annual Seminar on Spatial Infor-
mation Science and Technology organised by HK PolyU
on 30 May.  One of the Guest speakers Prof Paul Cross,

CIREA – FIG – HKIS Joint Seminar in Beijing

A seminar with FIG & CIREA is scheduled for 16 to 22
October 2005 and paper for the seminar is inviteds.
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CPD event on Planning Law and Practice in Hong Kong
will be held on 22 June in the Surveyors LearningAA

Centre.  The lecture will give an overview on planning law
and practice in the light of recent changes to cover:
plan-making process; planning application system; power
and function of the Town Planning Board; enforcement
against unauthorized development in rural New Territories.

The notice for commencement of the Town Planning
(Amendment) Ordinance 2004 was gazetted on 15 April
2005.   Subject to passing by the Legislative Council, the
Ordinance will commence on 10 June 2005.  All planning
and development, GP surveyors, related professionals and
probationers are encouraged to attend.  The speaker is Ms
Fiona Lung of HKIP.

ay I start my report by thanking all HKIS members
who have supported the forum in its drive to set up a

separate Property and Facility Management Division.  This
was achieved at the EGM on May 18, when over 92% of
the voting members supported formation.  Thank you.  It is
a necessary strategic move for our institute. We are now
moving ahead to
implement  the
result, and have
i d e n t i f i e d  3
major areas to
work on:–

Internal Membership Recruitment the transfer and accep-
tance of members into the division and the details.  It will
culminate in our first meeting for election of divisional of-
fice bearers in November 2005.

External Membership Recruitment meeting with heads of
universities to ensure a proper programme for students and
graduates is in place by the end of this year.

External Promotion promoting, leading by Angel Kam, our
Property and Facility Management qualification to both
government and private organizations.

It is all our intention to work closely with RICS.

We have received a congratulating letter from the Home
Affairs Department, and look forward to improving our
relations with them in the near future.  Two of our
prominent members, Gary Yeung and Dick Kwok,

A busy time for all and anyone who
would like to help, please call Rebecca Tsoi on 2844-4915
or via e-mail:rebeccatsoi@swireproperties.com.

have raised
the profile of
the surveyors
i n  P rope r t y
and Faci l i ty
Management
by appearing
on  a  rad io
talk show, to
help owners
with manage-
ment queries.
This is being to
a s s i s t  t h e
Home Affairs
Department.

In parallel, our
team has been
working hard
on br inging
useful CPD subjects to you, including a well attended talk
on building insurance, and mobilizing of facility management

workforce.  We will continue
with our CPD programme of over
the coming months, and look to
improving services to members of
the division.
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QSD Council Chairman

ollowing the inspiring story of the Trojan Horse given
by the Hon Secretary, Spencer Kwan last month, asFF

planned, a troop of very bright senior surveyors led by the
President, T T Cheung and Vice President, Raymond Chan
attended the official signing ceremony of the Reciprocal
Agreement between CECA and the HKIS QS Division on
24 May.  The ceremony was witnessed by the Deputy
Minister of Ministry of Construction, Mr Liu Zhi-feng and
the Permanent Secretary of ETWB of HKSAR Joshua Lo and
other officials from the governments.

Having signed the RA, we are planning to invite applications
from both CECA and HKIS members shortly and to
conduct the assessment in Guangzhou around November
so that the first troop is in place before end of 2005.  The

RA stipulated that the first batch of members through RA
should not exceed 200 eligible members from each side.
However, if the application is oversubscribed, there
would still be chance in the second batch, so members
are encouraged to apply for the assessment in the
first instance.

At present,  we had received over seventy (70)
submissions from senior QS members offering themselves
to be the assessors to assist in interviewing the
candidates recommended from CECA. The submissions
are being reviewed by an independent panel and we
would notify the findings individually shortly.  May I take
this opportunity to extend thanks to those who offered
the assistance in this process.

After launching the new Standard Form of Building
Contracts (SFBC 2005) in April, the Joint Contracts
Committee is organizing a series of CPD events in
the coming months to offer members some insight on
the SFBC.

In addition to the SFBC, the publication of the New
Standard Method of Measurement (SMM4) is in the
pipeline.  The publisher is busy in preparing the draft
of final print at the moment.  We are planning to
publish the SMM4 in July.

British Council

�1/4 �� !

136 mm X 98mm

surveyors’ happy hour

gathering 6–8 pm

last Friday of every

calendar month in the library

for details, please call the

Secretariat on 2526 3679

T . G . I . FT . G . I . F..
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Lesly Lam
JO Chairman

Junior Organization
Chairman’s Message

Junior Organization
Chairman’s Message

Great Jobs by two Big “Joseph” of HKIS JO Council
�� !"#$%& � �� !"#$%&'

Joseph CHONG – Professional QS in Construction
Industry

On 23 – 24 May, myself and
a young committee member,
Joseph Chong, joined the
HKIS delegation team to
Beijing for (1) a goodwill
v i s i t  to  the  Hong Kong
Macao Affairs Office �� 
a n d  ( 2 )  t h e  s i g n i n g
ceremony of the QS reciprocity
agreement with the Mainland

Counterpart.  The delegation
was led by the President
– T T Cheung.   I t  i s  JO
honour to meet Mr Qian Li-jun,
Di rec tor-Genera l  o f  the
Department of Exchange &

Joseph WONG – Professional LS in Cadastral and
Engineering Aspects

In the April issue, I promised
in my Report that our Dragon
Boat Team would show you
our stamina, since we were
the earliest dragon practicing
since mid-March in Stanley
�� !"#$.  11 June, Tuen Ng Festival, saw another
milestone set for HKIS in the Dragon Boat Competition.  In
Chinese Men’s Club, our Men’s team beat 34 teams and
came 6th!  Actually, six out of the ten teams in the final
finished almost the same time.  In the Ladies’ Plate,
our Ladies’s team came 4th!  Both teams got to the stage
for prizes from the honourable guests.  It was our first
time to join the Ladies’ competition.  Tremendous
appreciation should go to our dearest and handsome coach
– Joseph Wong who has done a Great Job in training us,
keeping our discipline and high team spirit.

tance of JO for the sustainable
success of HKIS.  Joseph
CHONG, who has been
arranging a tremendous
amount of useful CPDs and
PQSLs for us, has done a
Great Job in coordinating
such a valuable visit.

Moreover, he and his
c o m p a n y  a l s o
assisted HKIS to use
the Global Positioning
System in demarcating
the racing course in
Stanley.

21

Co-operation, the Hong Kong
Macao Affairs Office and
Mr LO Yiu Ching, JP the
Permanent Secretary for the
ETWB, HKSAR Government.
These two important officials
fully recognised the impor-

My email and ICQ are leslylam@hkis.org.hk and
2145098 respectively.  You can also search me in
MSN at leslylam@netvigator.com.

JOSEPH and JOSEPH,
thank you very much from
the  hea r t  o f  a l l  JO
members!
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CPD : Time and Money Claims – Let’s Go
Back to Basics (CPD/QS/2005041)

Guest Speaker Mr John Battersby, FlnstCES, FGIS, FASI, FCIOB,
FHKICM, MRICS, MHKIS, FCMI, FCIArb,
FHKIArb, MAE, Group Managing Director, BK
Asia Pacific Limited

Date, Time Wednesday, 20 July 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details Mr John Battersby is a Chartered Quantity
Surveyor and has worked in the construction
industry for 37 years, 22 years of which have
been spent working on projects in Hong Kong,
China and South East Asia.  John has acted as
an expert witness several times, both in arbitration
and litigation, in respect of additional cost / loss
and expense / damages claims, measurement
issues, adjustment of rates, valuation of variations
and causes and effects of delays to construction
works.  He has acted both as party appointed
and single joint expert (or tribunal expert).  He
is a Practicing Member of the Academy of
Experts and accredited by the Academy as an
Expert.  He has also been appointed as
Arbitrator, Assessor, Mediator and Dispute
Resolution Advisor several times.

In the seminar, John will give us his candid views
on the assessment of time and money claims and
discuss with us various questions such as: What
is the real purpose of extension of time clauses in
construction contracts? When extension of time
is granted to the contractor, does it give him an
automatic right to additional payment for
prolongation? Is it necessary to prove actual cost
when seeking additional payment for disruption
or prolongation? Should the Hudson Formula be
used in evaluating prolongation of head office
overheads? These issues and others will be
covered in this seminar.

Language English

Fee HK$100 per person

Deadline 13 July 2005

Priority Quantity Surveying Members

CPD : Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs)
Valuation (CPD/GP/2005043)

Guest Speaker Mr Kam-hung Yu
Executive Director, Valuation & Advisory
Services, Asia, CB Richard Ellis Limited

Date, Time Tuesday, 26 July 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details Mr Yu will discuss the REITs from a number of
perspectives in this CPD event.  Apart from
introducing the REITs and  reasons for bringing REITs
to Hong Kong, he will highlight the merits of REITs
which make them attractive investment vehicles
to investors as well as property owners.  He will
then discuss the general procedures of prepar-
ing the REITs valuation, by drawing the compari-
sons and differences with traditional property
valuation. He will also present the practice of
forming REITs in Hong Kong for properties in
China.  Lastly, the development of REITs in Hong
Kong comparing with that in Asia will be
mentioned.

Mr Yu is a chartered general practice surveyor
with over 24 years property experience in Hong
Kong, specializing in valuation of property and
business, investment and development site sales and
property development.

Mr Yu has a wide scope of experience in valua-
tion and sales market.  The types of properties
sold by him included, inter alias, whole block
offices and residential buildings, shopping
centres, projects under construction, development
sites and agricultural land.  His main experience
include land advisory services, portfolio and
securitisation valuations, rent review negotiation,
litigation, government lease modification
application, premium negotiation, site valuations,
development site sales, investment sales and prop-
erty development. Mr Yu is currently Chairman
for General Practice Division Council of the Hong
Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS).

Language English

Fee HK$100 per person

Deadline 19 July 2005

Priority General Practice Members
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CPD : Fibre-Reinforced Polymers (FRP)
and their Engineering Applications
(CPD/BS/2005053)

Guest Speakers Mr Giam Siang Hai, Dip d Ing(ENPC), DEA,
MIES, PE(S’pore), CEng
Dr Wang Jinsong, BEng, PhD, CEng, MICE,
MHKIE
Fyfe (Hong Kong) Ltd.

Date, Time Thursday, 14 July 2005
& Venue 6:45 pm – 8:45 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details Building professionals, especially our building
surveyors are always looking for solutions for
tackling either building maintenance or design
problems in relation to the existing buildings. This
is not limited to the routine maintenance and
concrete repairs, sometimes, strengthening is also
required to cope with the change of use or to
enhance the performance of under-reinforced
elements. Another challenge in relation to the
building maintenance problem by our local building
surveyors is the delamination of render and wall
tiles on external façade.

Good understanding of the latest techniques and
repair technology is critical for us to select
appropriate solutions for our daily encountered
problem.  “Fyfe” is a specialist in FRP technology
for structural strengthening, their developed
system can  be  u s ed  a s  a l t e r na t i v e s  t o
conventional strengthening options such as
shotcrete or steel plate bonding.  Other than
the discussion on the design guidelines for
structural strengthening, our guest speakers will
introduce structural retrofitting of two historic
building projects overseas which may be the most
interesting part of this presentation. A novel tech-
nique by using tile-holding mechanism for the
repairs to tiled / render external façade will be
introduced and the advantages over traditional
methods of removal and re-patching of the render  /
tiles will be discussed.

Language English and Mandarin

Fee HK$100 per person

Deadline 8 July 2005

Priority Building Surveying Members

CPD : Gaining an Insight of Contract
Administration to typical Conditions of
Contract for Civil Projects
(CPD/JO/2005034)

Guest Speaker Mr Michael Yu BSc (Hons) MRICS  MHKIS
MinstICES, Deputy Director, Widnell Limited

Date, Time Thursday, 28 July 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details In recent years, the contract value of civil
engineering projects, e.g. bridge, highway and
railway projects, dominates in the overall annual
construction work in Hong Kong.  Knowledge in
contract administration for civil projects is becoming
an impor tant  and crucial  topic for QS
practitioners, particularly for those who have
always been working in building projects.

Mr Michael Yu, a Chartered Quantity Surveyor,
holds the position of Deputy Director in Widnell
Limited.  He has an extensive experience in
contract administration work in different civil
engineering projects.  In this CPD event, Mr Yu
will introduce the typical conditions of contract
used for civil works in Hong Kong.  Based on his
extensive experience in contract administration
gained in a recent West Rail project, Mr Yu will
also present us the key Conditions in the KCRC
Form of Contract.

Language Cantonese with English supplement

Fee HK$100 per person

Deadline 30 June 2005

Priority Probationers and Student Members

CPD:Rehabilitation and Replacement of
Water Mains in Hong Kong
(CPD/BS/2005052)

Guest Speaker Mr Ian Vickridge, Consultant of Black & Veatch
Hong Kong Limited

Date, Time Tuesday, 9 August 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

6/22/05, 10:28 AM2
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Details The Hong Kong Water Supplies Department
(WSD) provides fresh water and salt water to
its customers through a network of approxi-
mately 7280 km of water mains.  WSD has been
experiencing an increasing number of mains
failures that cause inconvenience to customers,
and the repair of which is costly and disruptive
to traffic, commerce, and the general public.  To
address these problems, WSD has embarked on
an ambitious programme of replacing or
rehabilitating approximately 3000 km of water
mains in stages in a compressed programme
within 20 years and currently accelerates to 15
years.  Construction has commenced since 2000
for the first phase of the work and further stages
of works will be launched.

The seminar will provide an overview of the pipe
condition assessment and trenchless techniques
being used for water mains rehabilitation in Hong
Kong, highlighting some of the particular prob-
lems and constraints encountered and the solu-
tions that are being proposed and implemented.
In addition, rehabilitation of large diameter trunk
mains which are being carried out at the heavily
trafficked Tolo Highway will be included for
discussion.

Language English

Fee HK$100 per person

Deadline 2 August 2005

Priority Building Surveying Members

PQSL – A Review on Government Land
Sale by Application (PQSL/JO/2005042)

Guest Speaker Mr Tony T N Chan
MBA, FRICS, FHKIS, RPS (GP), Executive Director,
Vigers Appraisal and Consulting Ltd.

Date, Time Tuesday, 12 July 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details The talk will review the Government Land Sale
by Application Scheme and show the impact of
the land sale result under the scheme on the

property market.  Speakers will also comment
on the pros and cons of the scheme and will
share his view on a better way for the disposal
of Government Land Sale.

Mr Tony Chan, with 25 years of professional
and business experience, has extensive knowl-
edge of the valuation field and has held senior
posts within the Hong Kong Government and
major corporations such as HSBC and Midland
Realty.  Mr Chan, a Fellow member of both the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the
Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, has gained
experience and worked with developers,
bankers, media, government bureaus and De-
partments and trade/ community organizations.

Language Cantonese with English supplement

Fee HK$70 per person

Deadline 5 July 2005

Priority Probationers and Student Members

PQSL – QS Consultancy Practice
Sharing – Interim Payment
(CPD/JO/2005035)

Guest Speaker Ms Doris Wong  BSc (Surveying) (HKU) MHKIS
MRICS

Date, Time Thursday, 21 July 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Language Cantonese with English supplement

Fee HK$70 per person

Deadline 7 July 2005

Priority Probationers and Student Members

PQSL – History of Land Subdivision in
Hong Kong (CPD/JO/2005045)

Guest Speaker Mr George C Y Leung, B.Surv., MISAust,
MNZIS, MHKIS, MRICS, RPS(LS), Authorized
Land Surveyor

6/22/05, 10:28 AM3
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SLC, HKIS = Surveyors Learning Centre, 811 Jardine House, 1 Connaught Place, Central, Hong Kong.   For enquiries,
please call 2526 3679.

Date, Time Thursday, 11 August 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details In the past, the subdivision of private land in Hong
Kong was carried out by solicitors through the
registration of a Deed of Agreement which was
accompanied by a memorial describing the land
but a plan was not compulsory to be attached
with.  Although plans were attached to the deed,
they were almost produced and then registered
without checking the correctness of the original
lot or were prepared without any field survey or
verification.  Further to the enactment of Land
Survey Ordinance (Chapter 473), the land
subdivision exercises are now governed by the
Land Survey Authority.  Land boundary plans that
are prepared by Authorized Land Surveyors must
be attached to the Deeds involving land subdivi-
sion for registration.

Mr Leung is an Authorized Land Surveyor of the
private land surveying firm, Ted Chan &
Associates Ltd.  He is now at the final stage of
the MEngSc study in the University of New South
Wales, Australia.  His major study areas are GPS,
GIS, Remote sensing, Location Based Service,
3D Laser Scanning as well as the application of
GIS techniques in transportation system.

Language Cantonese with English supplement

Fee HK$70 per person

Deadline 4 August 2005

Priority Probationers and Student Members

PQSL:Land Acquisition for Railway
Projects – A Land Surveyor’s
Perspective (CPD/JO/2005050)

Guest Speaker Mr Ken S T Ching, MGIS(HKU), BEng(Hons)

(UNSW), MHKIS, MRICS, RPS(LS), MIS(Aust.),
MCIArb., Managing Director, KELand Surveying,
Planning & GIS Co. Ltd.

Date, Time Thursday, 8 September 2005
& Venue 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

SLC, HKIS

Details To ensure success and to avoid delays in site-
handover, the land acquisition of a railway
project requires the use of proven and effective
project management techniques. In this PQSL
event, our guest speaker, Mr. Ken Ching will
share his experience, from the perspective of a
land surveyor, about land acquisition activities
for railway projects. The talk will highlight differ-
ent issues such as, the statutory requirements for
resumption and clearance, different forms of
compensations, land boundary problems, which
have significantly influenced the success of a land
acquisition project.

Mr. Ching is a Land Surveyor and has more than
18 years of experience in land surveying, land
administration and transport design projects, with
experience in Hong Kong and Australia. Apart
from an extensive diverse experience in the sur-
veying industry such as cadastral surveying, hy-
drographic surveying, GPS and engineering
surveying, he had been heavily involved in all
aspects of land administration works for resump-
tion and clearance in relation to railway projects.
Based on his relevant experience gained in dif-
ferent projects, Mr. Ching will also present us
the process and difficulties involved in these land
acquisition works.

Language Cantonese with English supplement

Fee HK$70 per person

Deadline 1 September 2005

Priority Probationers and Student Members
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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this is not the way to express an opinion or a complaintthis is not the way to express an opinion or a complaint
Dear sir

In the last Surveyors Times (Vol 14 No 5, May 2005), I read with dismay the two letters to the Editor.   This
dismay has nothing to do with the contents of the letters but is directed to the way that both letters are
published without names.

I consider that expressing one’s opinion or complaint in an anonymous manner is something not conducive
with professionalism.   This simply indicates a show of irresponsibility and the depriving of others the chance
of responding back to the source of the message.   If such a style of writing is developed to become the
norm, the image of our official journal may be blemished.

I sincerely hope that members will agree with me and discourage people from getting used to this distasteful
practice.   I must also appeal to you as the Editor to stop entertaining letters of any anonymous origin.

Yours sincerely
Leung Shou Chuen

22
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The Open Forum is to solicit members’ view on the
proposal to introduce a system of certification of
professional specialization so that professional
members of the Institute may be readily identified by
the general public and commissioned for services
according to their expertise.

The proposed scheme is to create a quality brand of
Certified Surveyors with the appropriate specifications
and with market relevance. The designations will
hopefully become the Q mark or quality assurance
certification of surveying practices, so as to help
promote members’ specialized endeavours and elevate
the Institute’s status.

Members are invited to exchange views on the
viability of the scheme, the criteria for certification, the
appropriate certified designations, the mechanics of
certification, and any related issues together with
resolutions for any perceived anomalies.

Date : Tuesday 19 July 2005
Time: 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Venue : Surveyors Learning Centre

Convenor :
 Board of Professional Development

CONGRATULATIONS

FELLOW (1)

QS DIVISION
CHEUNG KWOK KIT

MEMBERS (65)

BS DIVISION
LAW CHIN KEUNG
WONG HO MAN

GP DIVISION
NG SIU CHING NELSON

LS DIVISION
SHAM PO FAI
TANG CHI HO VINCENT

QS DIVISION
CHAN CHUN YU
CHAN KIM HO
CHAN LAI YIN
CHAN LAP KAY
CHAN MO YUET
CHAN SO FAN

CHAN WAI LING
CHAN YIU WAH CLARENCE
CHENG MING FAI
CHENG PAK SHING
CHIU CHI CHUNG
CHONG MERVYN MARCO
CHOW CHEUNG KWONG VINCENT
FAN CHUN FAI
FOK YUI KEUNG GARY
FONG HOI KIT
FUNG ON LUNG
HO WAH KWAI
HUI KAM CHIU
KAN CHI KWONG JACKY
KO MAN FAI
KONG YUET WA KAREN
LAI FU CHONG
LAM KA TUNG
LAU CHUEN YUK
LEI KUAI CHU
LEONG KUM WENG
LEUNG TAI ON
LEUNG WAI KUEN

WONG KAI HO
WONG KAI LIM
WONG WAI KEUNG
YIP KAR SING
YIP KIN CHEONG
YIU PUN CHEONG
YU CHI FAI
YUEN SZE WAH

RESIGNATION (11)

AU-YEUNG CHI FEI
CHEUNG LAP FONG ANNA
KWOK SAU CHU CONNIE
LO SHEUNG MAN
MCLEAN JAMES EDWARD OLIVER
SIU NAI CHEUNG MORRIS
SO CHI CHUNG
TANG FU KEUNG
WHITE JAMES ERNEST
WONG KA LUN
WONG KANG POR SAMUEL

LEUNG WAI MAN
LING HING WAH
LING WAI SHING
LIU CHUN YUE
LO CHEUK MING
LO CHI HANG
LO KIN SHUN
LUI SHU CHEONG
MAK YING LUN
MING SIU LING
NG KWOK KEUNG LEWIS
PUN MAN KIN ANDY
PUN WAI CHING
SHUM HAU TAK
SO MAN WAH
SZETO CHI HING PETER
TAM HOI TAI
TSANG KWOK KUEN
TSANG SIU CHEUNG GARY
WAN KWOK FAI
WAN WAI WING
WONG CHUN MAN
WONG KA PING

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

TO THE FOLLOWING WHO WERE ELECTED AS HKIS MEMBER ON 12 MAY 2005

OBITUARYOBITUARY

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors is saddened to note that Winifred Mary WHITTAKER, quantity
surveyor and a fellow of the HKIS since 1999 passed away on 26 May 2005.  We have lost a very
warm person whose great professional skills had always been admirable.

6/24/05, 12:04 PM24
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The spectre of rising interest ratesThe spectre of rising interest rates Thomas Li
Alvin Lam

26

2004, the United States has raised its interest rates
six times, totaling 1.5 %.  Despite the dollar peg,

Hong Kong, however, has not followed suit. Now, with
capital outflow threatening, Hong Kong could, inevitably,
resort to raising its interest rates to stem the drain.  So, what
will happen to the secondary housing market?

First, let us look at the present affordability ratio.  A survey
of secondary market transactions in 50 popular estates
reveals that it is at a relatively low ratio.  At an average
price of HK$ 3,029 per sq.ft., a 500 sq.ft. flat costs about
HK$ 1.51 million.  At a 70% mortgage loan repayable
over 20 years at a current rate of 2.625% below prime,
the mortgagor pays a monthly installment of HK$ 5,553.
Based on the median household income of HK$ 20,800
for those living in private housing, the affordability ratio is
only 26.7 %, a huge drop from 93.2% in 1997.  See Chart
1 below.

Chart 1 Housing Affordability Ratio Trend

In
Table 1 Affordability Impact of Salary and Interest Rates Rises

Source: Midland Realty, Research Department

At the present level, a few percentage increase is likely to
pose more psychological than actual effects.  But then it
nevertheless creates a negative sentiment in house purchase,
particularly among investors.  From the above example, an
increase of 0.5% in interest rates would add HK$ 260 to
the repayment bill, bringing it to HK$ 5,813 and moving
the affordability ratio to 27.9 %.  An interest rates increase
of 2% would push the affordability ratio to 31.9 %
and expanding the monthly repayment to HK$ 6,636,
up 19.5% or HK$ 1,083 more.  See table 1 below.

In the eyes of the mortgagor, the extra burden from a rise in

Of course, the higher the mortgage loan, the harder hit
would be the effect.  And it affects those adopting 95%
mortgage loans more.  Currently their affordability ratio is
36.2 %, compared with that of 26.7% for those borrowing
70%.  Any increase in interest rates would raise their
affordability ratio disproportionately more, as indicated on
Chart 2 below.

Chart 2 Affordability Differential between a Mortgage
Ceiling of 70% and 95%

Other things being equal interest rates hike would act as a
detriment to the housing market, however the effect.  In this
respect the prices of secondary flats would, likely, rise at
a milder pace this year.

mortgage repayment could only be mitigated by a substantial
pay increase.  Otherwise, buying sentiment would fall.

Medium of
Private

Household
Income

No Change Up 0.25% Up 0.5% Up 1% Up 2%

$5,553 $5,683 $5,813 $6,081 $6,636

 Pay Affordability Affordability Affordability Affordability Affordability

 Rise Ratio Ratio Ratio Ratio Ratio

0% $20,800 26.7% 27.3% 27.9% 29.2% 31.9%

1% $21,008 26.4% 27.1% 27.7% 28.9% 31.6%

2% $21,216 26.2% 26.8% 27.4% 28.7% 31.3%

3% $21,424 25.9% 26.5% 27.1% 28.4% 31.0%

4% $21,632 25.7% 26.3% 26.9% 28.1% 30.7%

5% $21,840 25.4% 26.0% 26.6% 27.8% 30.4%

 10% $22,880 24.3% 24.8% 25.4% 26.6% 29.0%

Mortgage
Rates Monthly

Repayment
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Colin B Lee
FRICS FHKIS FHKICM
FCIOB MCIArb AHKIArb RPS
HKIAC-Accredited Mediator
Dispute Resolution Adviser (ASD List)
Executive Director
Brian E Rawling & Associates Limited

Standard Form of Building Contracts 2005
– clause 25: extension of time (part 2)

Standard Form of Building Contracts 2005
– clause 25: extension of time (part 2)

PART 2

• sub-clause (n) refers to delay caused by a sub-contractor
or supplier nominated by the Architect under clause 29.2(6)
[clause 29.2(6) refers to the Architect refusing to
withdraw the sub-contractor’s or supplier’s name from
the tender list and subsequently nominates either which
the Contractor has objected to pursuant to Clause 29.2
(1)] despite the Contractor’s valid objection, subject to
clause 29.2(7) [clause 29.2(7) provides for the Contractor
to apply for an extension of time under this sub-clause 25.
1(3) (n) if the Contractor believes that the sub-contractor or
supplier nominated under clause 29.2(6) caused delay
or disruption to the carrying out of the Works];

In the Fourth Draft, this clause was qualified provided
the Contractor has taken all practicable measures to avoid
or reduce the effects of the delay.  This provision is replaced
with the reference to clause 29.2(7) in this Sixth Draft.

• sub-clause (o) refers to delay caused by the nomination
of a replacement Nominated Sub-Contractor or Nominated
Supplier under clause 29.13 [clause 29.13 refers to
re-Nomination] including any prolongation of the period
of the relevant sub-contract or the time for the supply
and delivery of materials and goods, provided that the
determination of the employment of the original
Nominated Sub-Contractor or the termination of the original
Nominated Supply Contract was not in the opinion of the
Architect a consequence of a breach of contract or other
default by the Contractor or any person for whom the
Contractor is responsible;

In the Fourth Draft, both Named Sub-Contractors and
Suppliers were included in the description; these have
been deleted in this Sixth Draft.

Further, previous wording in the Fourth Draft referred to
an increase in the new sub-contract period which is now
replaced with prolongation of the period of the relevant
Sub-Contract.  I am not sure what this means.

In addition, this Sixth Draft has added:–

not in the opinion of the Architect a consequence of as

additional wording, as is any person for whom the
Contractor is responsible, previously or another
sub-contractor.  The effect of these amendments in my
opinion introduces added complications, in particular the
introduction of the opinion of the Architect, which creates
subjectivity by the Architect.  Further, the introduction of
any person for whom the Contractor is responsible is a
much wider liability than another sub-contractor.

• sub-clause (p) refers to delay caused by a Specialist Contractor;

Specialist Contractor is defined as a person, not being a
statutory undertaker or utility company as referred to in
Clause 6.4(1) [clause 6.4(1) refers to Statutory Undertakers
and Utility Companies].

In the Fourth Draft there was a proviso except as a result
of the failure of the Contractor to carry out his obligation
to co-ordinate or superintend the co-ordination of the Works
under clause 2.1(1) [clause 2.1(1) in this Fourth Draft
referred to Contractor’s Obligations].

This has been deleted in this Sixth Draft.

• sub-clause (q) refers to delay caused by a statutory
undertaker or utility company referred to in clause 6(4)(1)
[clause 6(4)(1) refers to Statutory Undertakers and Utilities
Companies]  failing to commence or to carry out its work
in due time provided that the Contractor has taken all
practicable measures to cause it to commence and to carry
out and complete its work on time;

The difference in this sub-clause is the deletion of the
obligation on the Contractor to co-ordinate the Works
under clause 2.1(1) similar to sub-clause (p).

• sub-clause (r) refers to the failure of the Employer to supply
or supply on time materials, goods, plant or equipment
that he agreed to provide for the Works;

There is no change in this sub-clause from the Fourth Draft.

• sub-clause (s) refers to the failure of the Employer to give
possession of the Site or, under clause 23.1(2), a part of
the Site on the Date for Possession of the Site or the part of
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the Site stated in the Appendix, or the Employer subsequently
depriving the Contractor of the whole or a part of the Site;

The amendments to this sub-clause are minor and do not
merit comment.

• sub-clause (t) refers to delay to the Works due to time
not reasonably foreseen by the Contractor in obtaining
approval or consent from a Government department.

Sub-clause (t) in the Fourth Draft referred to an instruction
to postpone the date for commencement of the whole or any
part of the Works.  This sub-clause has been deleted in this
Sixth Draft and the previous sub-clause (s) re-lettered (t).

In the previous sub-clause (s), the reference was to
unreasonable delay by the Building Department in giving
an approval or a consent.  I can see this revised
sub-clause (t) leading to some significant disagreements.
How does one determine whether the Contractor should
have reasonably foreseen that the time in obtaining
approval or consent was going to lead to a delay to the
Works?  More so particularly as such submissions are
made by the Authorised Person and not the Contractor.

• sub-clause (u) refers to a special circumstance considered
by the Architect as sufficient grounds to fairly entitle the
Contractor to an extension of time; and

There is no change in this sub-clause from the Fourth Draft.

• sub-clause (v) refers to an act of prevention, a breach of
contract or other default by the Employer or any person
for whom the Employer is responsible.

This sub-clause has been revised from the Fourth Draft,
but retains the same liability to the Employer.

Best Endeavours

As in the Fourth Draft, clause 25.1(4)(a) requires that the
contractor shall continuously use his best endeavours to prevent
or mitigate delay to the progress of the Works, however
caused, whereas sub-clause (b) requires the Contractor to
do all that may reasonably be required to the Architect’s
satisfaction to proceed with the Works.

Previously, I questioned what is meant by best endeavours
and to do all that may reasonably be required.  This time
the authors have added to sub-clause (a) the following
provision:–

provided that the words best endeavours shall not be
construed to mean that the Contractor is obliged to spend
additional money, without reimbursement under Clause
26 (Clause 26 refers to Delay Recovery Measures), to
accelerate the carrying out of the Works to recover
delay that the Contractor did not cause.

Whilst the authors have now clarified what is meant by best
endeavours, this still leaves the second part of my question
unanswered to do all that may be reasonably required to
the Architect’s satisfaction.  I am still not sure how the
Contractor can meet such an obligation or how the
Architect can determine whether the Contractor has taken
such measures.

The Second Notice

There have been some quite substantial amendments to this
clause 25.2.

As in the Fourth Draft, Clause 25.2(1) requires the second
notice to be issued by the Contractor as soon as practicable,
but in any case within 28 days of giving the first notice.
Previously, the time limit was 60 days.

In addition, the second notice is to include:–

(a) substantiation that the listed event is the cause of delay;

(b) particulars of the cause, effect and length of the delay
to the completion of the Works or a Section beyond
the Completion date in sufficient detail to enable the
Architect to make a decision under Clause 25.3(1);

These sub-clauses (a) and (b) are in fact a rehash of the
sub-clauses included in the Fourth Draft, the significant
change is that in the earlier draft the Contractor was
required to ascertain the actual extent of the delay.  This
later draft requires the Contractor merely to state the length
of the delay.  An interesting simplification, but no doubt
not so simple in practice.

Further this Sixth Draft introduces a new sub-clause 25.2
(2) which states:

Where the delay envisaged by the Contractor’s first notice
of delay commences later than 28 days after the Contractor
has given the first notice to the Architect the Contractor shall
give the Architect a statement to this effect and shall submit
the second notice within 28 days of the commencement of
the delay.
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This is another interesting addition to the clause.  The reader
should remember that the first notice is given for an event
likely to cause delay.  The second notice is to be given within
28 days of the first notice unless the event has a continuing
effect.  This new provision provides for the circumstance
where in fact the event actually occurs some considerable
time after the first notice.  I can envisage this provision
becoming well used by Contractors as well as leading to
some heated debates about when the event commenced.

Interim Particulars

Clause 25.2(3) continues:

Where the listed event has a continuing effect the
Contractor shall:

(a) give the Architect a statement to the effect together with:–

(i) substantiation that the listed event is the cause of
delay; and

(ii) interim particulars including details of the cause and
effect and an estimate of the length of the delay to
the completion of the Works or a Section beyond the
Completion Date.

(b) make further submissions to the Architect at intervals not
exceeding 28 days giving further interim particulars and
estimates of the length of the delay until the delay ceases;

(c) within 14 days after the delay ceasing, submit to the
Architect final particulars of the cause, effect and length of
the delay to the Works or a Section beyond the Completion
Date in sufficient detail to enable the Architect to make a
decision under clause 25.3(1).

Whilst the authors have made substantial revisions to
the drafting of this part of sub-clause 25.2(3), the
fundamentals remain the same and are not unreasonable,
however, the significant factor is that in the Fourth Draft
the Contractor was required to make submissions at
42-day intervals; this Sixth Draft gives a period of 28
days for interim submissions, with a further 14 days
allowed for final particulars, previously 42 days
was allowed.

Further, in the Fourth Draft, these final particulars were
to be submitted at the end of the effects arising from the
event.  The Sixth Draft now requires such final particulars
to be submitted after the delay ceases a significant change
in emphasis.  I can see numerous disagreements arising

about when the delay ceases; arguably this may not be
until the certified date of completion.

Another point is that the particulars to be submitted are
to be in sufficient detail to enable the Architect to make a
decision under clause 25.3(1).

One of the points I made before was the reaction of the
Architect to this two-stage process.  Even with these
shorter time frames, I am still unsure whether the Architect
will have the patience (or perhaps the pressure from the
Employer) to wait for the second notice.  This will
require some re-education of both administrators of the
Contract and Employers.

The Architect's Decision

As in the Fourth Draft, in this Sixth Draft, clause 25.3(1)
sets out the Architect's obligations to give extensions of time
provided that the Architect is satisfied that:–

(i) the completion of the Works or Section is being or is
likely to be delayed beyond the Completion Date.

(ii) the cause of delay is from the listed events stated by
the Contractor in the first and second notices.

However, unlike the Fourth Draft, which required that the
Contractor submit both the first and second notice, this Sixth
Draft refers only to after receipt of the Contractor’s second notice.

Again, the Architect has 60 days to give the extension of
time and the reason for his decisions, but only after receipt
of the particulars submitted with the second notice under
either clause 25.2.

Previously, the obligation was on receipt of the second notice
or such further time as may be reasonable subject to the
sufficiency of the information submitted with the second notice.

In the Fourth Draft, clause 25.3(i) provided for the Architect
to notify the Contractor that he considers that it is not fair
and reasonable to fix a later date for completion.  The Sixth
draft refers to the Architect decides not to fix a later date.
The new wording is more contentious.

The Sixth Draft also introduces a new sub-clause 25.3(4)
which states:–

If the Contractor fails to submit the notices within the
time frame prescribed under clause 25.1 or clause 25.2
but a first notice is nevertheless submitted, the Architect
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What is a dispute or differenceWhat is a dispute or difference

Every

shall, if he is satisfied that the completion of the Works
or a Section has been delayed by the listed event stated
in the Contractor’s first notice, give an extension of time
to the Contractor under clause 25.3 to the extent that
he is able to on the information available.

This is an interesting addition to this clause 25.3 and I raise
the question as to whether this sub-clause will encourage
the Contractor to ignore the time frames required by the
first and second notices.  Quite possibly, I would suggest.
The remainder of this clause 25 is unaltered from the Fourth
Draft apart from some minor revisions and my previous
comments continue to apply.

In my analysis of the Fourth Draft, one significant point of
concern was that the overall duration from the occurrence
of the delaying event to establishing an entitlement to an
extension of time was some 162 days, i.e. over 5 months.

This Sixth Draft reduces this overall time frame to some 116
days, i.e. 4 months approx., which is at least an improvement
which can only benefit both the Contractor and the
Employer. An event with a continuing effect will however
extend this time frame by a minimum of some 42 days.
In conclusion, clause 25 is still somewhat of a convoluted
process, but it is much improved from the Fourth Draft, and
workable, albeit with certain reservations here and there.

time I have traveled back to the United Kingdom
in the last fifteen years I seem to have been

held up on my journey from Manchester Airport to my
family home in Liverpool on the Thelwall Viaduct which
carries the M6 motorway across the Manchester ship
canal and the River Mersey in Lancashire.  The roadworks
at the viaduct seem to have been going on forever, and I
have often wondered what the problems were, and whether
there was a dispute arising from the project.

So I was very interested to read the reports of the recent
case of AMEC Civil Engineering Limited v The Secretary
of State for Transport CA 17 March 2005.  Interested not
only because I knew the project, but also interested
because this decision of the Court of Appeal looked at the
question of what is a dispute or difference which is capable
of being referred to arbitration under the ICE Conditions
of Contract, a form of contract very closely related to our
local Government Conditions.

Arguments about whether a matter is a dispute or difference
seem to be arising more often these days particularly in
the United Kingdom where the courts have looked at the
matter many times with regard to adjudication.

The interesting thing about the AMEC case is that it not only
set out the guidelines for determining what qualifies as a
dispute or difference but that in analyzing the case law on
the subject the court considered that decisions regarding
adjudication were equally relevant to arbitration under ICE
Clause 66 (Government of the HKSAR GCC Clause 86).

The facts of the case are fairly straightforward.  In December
1996 AMEC completed major renovation works to the
viaduct. The work included replacing the existing reinforced
concrete deck and providing new roller bearings.  Five
and a half years later in June 2002 some serious structural
deficiencies became apparent in the viaduct, and initial
investigations indicated that the roller bearings had failed.

Under the Contract AMEC had designed the roller bearings,
but the design had subsequently been adopted by the
Engineer Pell Frischmann and so they had become part of
the Employers design.  AMEC’s responsibility was thus to
supply and install the designed bearings.

It was clear that the defective works were serious and that
the costs of remedial works were likely to be extremely
substantial, so the Highways Agency commenced an
investigation into the failure.  AMEC was considered as
being primarily responsible because the failure appeared
to be in the construction of the bearing as opposed to the
design of the bearing, although the Highways Agency also
commenced parallel action against the Engineer.

Surprisingly the Highways Agency contract with AMEC was
not under seal, but was simple contract.  This meant that
any action taken had to commence within a limitation
period of 6 years from completion of the works.
Accordingly time for the Highways Agency to commence
action was very tight.

In July 2002 the Highways Agency wrote to AMEC informing
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them that there were problems with the roller bearings, and
on receipt of this letter AMEC contacted their insurers and
the Italian suppliers of the bearings. After a few months of
meetings and investigations the Highways Agency wrote to
AMEC on 10 December 2002 setting out a formal claim and
requested a response as to whether AMEC accepted liability
or not by the 10 December 2002.

On 10 December 2002 AMEC responded to the effect that
they had not received any details of the investigations
carried out by the Highways Agency, which details they
had previously requested, and so at that time they were
not in a position to comment on liability.  The next day on
11 December 2002 the Highways Agency wrote to the
Engineer requesting a decision pursuant to GCC Clause
66 (the necessary first step in the arbitration process,
i.e. the same as our local GCC Clause 86).  This request
was made only twelve days before the limitation period
was due to expire.

On 18 December 2002 the Engineer gave its decision that
on the information available the failure of the bearing was
due to the use of defective materials and thus AMEC were
responsible.   The Highways Agency immediately wrote to
AMEC asking them to respond within that same day as to
whether they accepted the Engineer’s decision.  No response
was received by the Highways Agency and so the following
day they served Notice of Arbitration.

AMEC immediately complained that the arbitration could
not validly proceed.

AMEC contended that the Engineer’s decision was invalid
either because there was no dispute or difference capable
of being referred to the Engineer at the relevant time, or
because the process by which it was made was unfair
because the Engineer had not consulted them before
making his decision and also because they felt the Engineer
could be biased because he was also facing action from
the Highways Agency.

With regard to the first point as to whether a dispute existed
the court examined the leading authorities on the matter,
principally Halki Shipping Corporation v Sopex Oils Ltd [1998],
Fastrack Contractor Ltd v Morrison Construction Ltd [2002],
Sindall Ltd v Solland 15 June 2001, and Beck Peppiatt Ltd v
Norwest Holst Construction Ltd [2003], and set out seven
propositions as follows:

1 The word dispute which occurs in many arbitration clauses
and also in s108 of the Housing Grants Act should be

given its normal meaning.  It does not have some special
or unusual meaning conferred upon it by lawyers.

2 Despite the simple meaning of the word dispute, there
has been much litigation over the years as to whether or
not disputes existed in particular situations.  This litigation
has not generated any hard-edged legal rules as to what
is or is not a dispute.  However, the accumulating judicial
decisions have produced helpful guidance.

3 The mere fact that one party (whom I shall call the
claimant) notifies the other party (whom I shall call the
respondent) of a claim does not automatically and
immediately give rise to a dispute.  It is clear, both as a
matter of language and from judicial decisions, that a
dispute does not arise unless and until it emerges that
the claim is not admitted.

4 The circumstances from which it may emerge that a claim
is not admitted are Protean (displaying great diversity or
variety).  For example, there may be an express rejection
of the claim.  There may be discussions between the
parties from which objectively it is to be inferred that the
claim is not admitted.  The respondent may prevaricate,
thus giving rise to the inference that he does not admit
the claim.  The respondent may simply remain silent for
a period of time, thus giving rise to the same inference.

5 The period of time for which a respondent may remain
silent before a dispute is to be inferred depends heavily
upon the facts of the case and the contractual structure.
Where the gist of the claim is well known and it is
obviously controversial, a very short period of silence
may suffice to give rise to this inference.  Where the claim
is notified to some agent of the respondent who has a
legal duty to consider the claim independently and then
give a considered response, a longer period of time may
be required before it can be inferred that mere silence
gives rise to a dispute.

6 If the claimant imposes upon the respondent a deadline
for responding to the claim, that deadline does not have
the automatic effect of curtailing what would otherwise
be a reasonable time for responding.  On the other hand,
a stated deadline and the reasons for its imposition may
be relevant factors when the court comes to consider what
is a reasonable time for responding.

7 If the claim as presented by the claimant is so nebulous
and ill-defined that the respondent cannot sensibly
respond to it, neither silence by the respondent nor

6/22/05, 9:20 AM32



SURVEYORS  Times

SURVEYING
PRACTICE� �  !

32

even an express non-admission is likely to give rise to
a dispute for the purposes of arbitration or adjudication.

When these propositions were applied to the present case the
court decided that there clearly was a dispute or difference
between the Highways Agency and AMEC at the time the
request for the Engineer’s decision was made.  This was
principally because AMEC did not expressly accept liability
and by their silence it could not be implied AMEC agreed
that they were liable for the defects particularly when the huge
remedial costs that would likely be incurred was considered.

With regard to the second point, the court similarly dismissed
AMEC’s claim.  The court considered that whilst an Engineer
acting under GCC Clause 66 had to act independently and

honestly, he did not have to act in a quasi-arbitrator role
nor comply with the rules of natural justice, and therefore
he did not have to consult the contractor before making his
decision. Nor did the fact that the Engineer may have a
conflict of interest affect matters. The court considered that
the nature of the Engineer’s role under the contract was
such that conflicts may often arise, but that the Engineer must
still perform his duties fairly despite such conflict.

This is an interesting case as arguments over whether a
dispute has arisen are becoming more common.  The seven
propositions set out by the court should therefore be of
assistance in determining such point in the future.  The case
is also interesting because it reaffirms the position of the
Engineer in making decisions under the Contract.

��

Jim Yip MRICS MHKIS=�� !"#$%&'
Associate Director
Investment Consultancy Department
DTZ Debenham Tie Leung, Shanghai

���� !"#$%&'���� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'()*+,#$-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-$./012345-

�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-'./012345

��������������������������

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.&/*0�123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0)*+12(3

��� !�� �!�� !"#$%&'(� )*+

�� !"#$%&$%'!()*+,-.&/0123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./()*0123

70%�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�34
�� !"#$%&'()(*+,-./0123456

�� !"#$%&'()*%+,-.*/0123!"

�� !"#$%&'(�)*+,$-./012345

��15�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./10�� !
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0 !"12#$

�� !"#$%&'()&*+,-./+01+$23

�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-$%./01234(

�� !"#$%&'()*+, -./�� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'()"*+,-./0123"45

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�-./0%1'(�2

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./$01"2345

�� !"#$%&��'�� !"#$%&'!()

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"200�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012!"#*3

2004�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123!4
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./-/ 01234

��2004���� !"#$%&'()111.74�� !
2003�� !"#$%&'()*+%,-.� !/&0
�200�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
�� !"#$ 2004�10�� !"#$%&'( !)
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456

200�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

���������������������

�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$ !%&'()*

�� !"#$%&'(()��*+,- !./012

�� !"!#2004�12�� !"#$%"$&'()
�� !"#$%&'()2005�1�� !"#$%&'
���� !"#$%&'()*�+,-�� !"

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()* !+,-./

�� !"#$%&'%&()*75%�� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'()*+),-./012�345

�� !"#$% !"&'()*+,-./0&123

�� !"#$%&1�3�� !"#$%&'()4�

�6�� !"#$%&' 8%��4% �� !"#$%&
�� !"#$%&'()58% �73%�� !"#$%&
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-!"./012*'3

�� !"�#$%&'()*+,

6/22/05, 9:21 AM33



SURVEYORS  Times

SURVEYING
PRACTICE� �  !

���� 

�� !"#$�%&'()*+,�-./,0

�� !" �� !"#$%&'()*+,-
�1917�� !"#$%&'()*+1921�� !"#
�� !"#$%&'()*�+ ,-./,0

�� !"#$%&'()*+%,-./01+23#4

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'()*�+,-./0-12345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�./01#2034

�� !"#$%&'()�� ��� ��� �

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'()$*+,-./01*23/�

�� !"#$%&'�()*+,-./0123456

�� !"#�� �� !"#$ %&'%()*+,

Gilbert Kwok
FHKIS LLB(Hons) LLB (PRC Law)
Paul Lee
MHKIS LLB (Hons) LLB (PRC Law)
Li & Partners

33

�� !"#�$!%&'(!1400��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,'-./&'0123�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'!"()%*+",-./012�

�� !"#$%&' �� !"#$%&'()(*+,
�� !"#$% &'()*+,-11,853.6�� !"
�� !"300�� !"#$%&'()*+1�500�
�� !"#$% "#&'()#*+,-./01

13,653�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./ 0123
�� !"#$%&' !()*+,-./0123-4

�� !"#$64%�� !"#$%&19%�� !"#
�� 5%�� !"#10% �12% �� !"#$%&'
�� !"#$%&'()*+,2002�� !"#$%&
�� !"#$%&'()*+,- #$%&./0+1

�� !"#� $%&'()*+,-./0'1%&2

�� !"-�� !"#$%& '()*+,& -./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.#/0123456

�� !"#$%&'5% � 20%�� !10%�� !"
�� !"#$%&'()*+,1400�� �� !"#
�� !"#$%&'()!�*+,-./0123.4

�� !"#$%&'()��*+%(),-.*/01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456+

��15�� !"#$%&'()*+75�� !"#$%
�� !"#$%1600�� !"#$%&'()*+,-
������������ 2�� !"#$%&'()*
15�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456
�� !"#

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()*"#$%&+,-./"#$

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-&'./012345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345'6

��������������������������

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./%)012345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0'12345

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%& '()*+,-./0��12 3

��� !"#$ %&'()*+,-./0123456

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-,.#/0&1�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.*/012345 !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,!-./01�2345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01�� �� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,$-./01�� ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456�

�� !"#$%&'()*+',-./01'2345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01!23�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�-.%/012345

�� !"#$%& '()*+,-./012!345

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"1979�� !" #$%&$'()*+,-.
�1984�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
�� !"#$%&'()*�"+,-./012'3

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123�45

��

�� �� 

�� ! �200�� !"# �� ! �
��� !�� � �� !"#$

�� �� !" �� !"#$

�� �� !" �� !"#$%&

�� !"#$ %

15��5%�� !"

��� !" �� !" �� !"#$%&

�� !

6/22/05, 9:23 AM34



SURVEYORS  Times

SURVEYING
PRACTICE� �  !

34

�� !"#$%&1993�� !"#$%&'()*+,
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123/456

�� !"#$%&'!()(*+,-./0123�4

�� !"#$�%&'()*+,-$./0123/4

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012,3456

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.%(/012345

��������������������������

�� !"#$%&'()*+),-�./01�232

�� !!"#$

�� !"�#

�� !"#$%�&'( !"#)"*+,"-.+"

�� !"#$%&'(

�� �� !"#$%&'()*&+,-./#01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234546

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234/05

��

�� !"#$%�� &'()�� *$%�� +,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.+/0#123-4

�� �!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234'5

�� !"#$%&'()*+%&,-./012�"

�� 

�� ! �� !" #$%&'()*+,-./01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012'(34*

�� !"#$%&'(&')*+,-./0123./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,( -#$./"#$0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./.0123456

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.*/0�"#$1

�� !"#$%&'()*'+,-.#/01-.23

�� !"!# !$%&'()*+,-./$%012

�� !"#$%&' ()*+,-./0123/04

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./'01*0123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234

�� �� !"# $%17%�� !"#$%&'()
�� !"#13%�� !"#$%&'()(*+,-.
�� !"#!$#!%#!&'()#!*+#!,#!

�� !"#$%&'()*(+,%-.(/0(12(

�� �!"#$%&'()*+,-./0123),-

�� !"#$%&�'()*+,-./�012345

�� ! "#6%�� !"#$%&'(�)*+4%�

�� ! �� !"#$%&'()*+,

(i) �� !"#$%&'!"()*+,-"(./*+
�� !"#$!%&'()*+,

�� ! = �� !"# - �� !"#

�� !"#$%&'#(!)*+,-.#/0 1

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012%!3

�� !"#$

�� ! � ��  � ��

�� !"#$��%&'()*#+,-./012

�� !"#!$%&'()*!$%&+,!$-.

�� !"#$%&'(&)*&+,%&-./0&

�� !"#$%&'()*+,!-. !-./0

�� !"�#$"�%&'("�)*+,�)-+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123)4

�� !"#$%&'()*+!�*+,-./.0

�� !"#$%&'(�)*+, -./!012

�� !"#$%&'()*+(,#*-./012

�� !"#$%&'()

��  � �� !" ��1�� !

�� !"#$% &'�()*+,-. /012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

�� !"#$%&'()*+!"#$,-./0�

������������������������

�� !"#$%&

(ii) �� !"#$%&'()*+#,-./01%&2
�� !"#$%6% �4%�� !"#$%&'()
�� !"#$%&'()

�� ! � ��  � �� 

(iii) �� !"#$%&'()*+ ,-./0 1+2
�� !"#$%&'( !)*+,-./0

�� !"# � �� �!" � �� � �� 
�� ! � �� !"#$ ��

�� !"# �������������������

�� ! "#$%&"'()#*+,-#./(012

�� !"#$%&"'()*+ ,-./012 03

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01-234)5

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0#$1*+,2

�� !"#$%&'(�)� !*+,-�./0-1

�� !"#$%&'()�*+,-�.�� !/01

�� !"#$%&$'()*+,-.� !"*+,

�� !"#$%#&'#()*+,-./0123�4

�� !"#$%!&��'

6/22/05, 9:25 AM35



SURVEYORS  Times

E D U C AT I O N
� �  !

Variations, provisional
and prime cost sums

Latent defects of buildingLatent defects of building

Variation

Latent

KK Yung
JO Co-opted Member

Sylvia Mok & Vincent Lim
JO Committee Member

Variations, provisional
and prime cost sums

work is an inevitable part of a
construction project. Valuation of

variations is then one of main duties for a QS.  Both Prime
Cost and Provisional Sums are amounts included in the Bills
of Quantities (BQ) for Nominated Subcontractor and
Supplier, and undefined work.  Both sums are to be
adjusted by a QS.

On 10 March, the JO organized a PQSL event on Variation,
PC Sums and Provisional Sums at the Surveyors Learning
Centre.  The guest speaker is a very experienced QS – Mr
KC Tang, Director of KC Tang Consultants Limited.  For
years, Mr Tang has been educating young surveyors,
responsible for the APC forum on the HKIS website, answered
questions on APC exams and QS practice.  Mr Tang has
also been an assessor for APC exam for many years.

Mr Tang explained the concept of Variation Order, and
Prime Cost and Provisional Sums and the rule for valuation

of variations based on clause 11(4) as well as the rule of
assessing omitted work based on clause 11(4)(d).  If the
Main Contractor is involved in direct loss and / or expense
due to variations, the Main Contractor can make
application to the architect under clause 11(6) to seek for
reimbursement. Methods to deal with the discrepancy
in or divergence between the different parts of a Contract
document were explained in accordance with clause 12(1).
The talk was concluded by an illustration of adjustment of
Prime Cost and Provisional Sums in settlement of Final
Account.  To show our appreciation towards Mr Tang, our

JO committee member, Joseph
Chong, presented a souvenir
to him on behalf of the JO.  All
attendees gave a big applause
to Mr Tang for this educational
seminar.

defects of building is a common and
typical issue that a building surveyor must

be familiar with, its diagnosis and remedial treatment
comprise of both knowledge and experience.  On 9 April
2005, Jo Lau, a JO Committee member, shared with us
her experience in tackling typical latent
defects of buildings in Hong Kong.

An experienced building surveyor, Jo shared
with us various problems such as cracks,
water seepage and debonded tiles...  She
further unfolded their source, reasons and
preventive measures through both theory and
practical case studies.  For example, when
dealing with a water seepage case at window frame, apart
from visual inspection, a hammer test could be
conducted at the lower part of the sash frame.  A
non-hollow sound would imply the existence of water which
would serve as one of the causes of problem.

Jo reminded us that latent defects would commonly lead to

dispute as neither clients and contractors would realize that
this was due to their fault.  Therefore, open up inspection
would usually be recommended in order to verify the cause
of the problems.

The presentation has attracted BS, GP and
QS practitioners.  Jo impressed us with
her extensive record of common defects
found in the building envelope.  With Jo’s
humorous presentation, the seminar
successfully drew the full attention of the
audience and ended with a large round

of applause.
Some members
even s tayed
b e h i n d  f o r
further discus-
sion with Jo!
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Leasing strategy for a new shopping centre

Further

Jean Cheng
JO Deputy Secretary

Leasing strategy for a new shopping centre

to the JO successful visit to shopping
centres in Shenzhen on 26 February,

many members showed interest in shopping centre leasing,
especially future development trend as well as the impact
of comparable shopping centres in China.

It was our pleasure to have a PQSL event delivered by
Martin Leung on 14 April on Leasing Strategy of a New
Shopping Centre.  Martin is a corporate member of the
Institute and is currently Hon Secretary of the JO Committee.
He is a General Practice Surveyor with comprehensive
experience in the planning and leasing stages of new
shopping centres in China.

to coordinate with consultants and professional bodies such
as the architect, interior consultant, advertising companies
to achieve the objective.  Martin also covered special
technical requirements for specialty tenants such as cinemas
and supermarkets.  The design of a shopping centre was
unique such as the positioning of the escalators, lifts and
size of different trades of shops.

The final part came the leasing
stage where Martin emphasized
that anchor tenants such as
department store, supermarket,
food court and cinema were
crucial to a new shopping centre
as they draw major pedestrian
flow; early negotiation and
confirmation from them would be

fundamental to success.  As special technical requirements for
them might be required, it was important to complete the
leasing documentation before building completion.  Project
managers should be familiar with the current market trend
because popular trade tenants would help to publicize a
shopping centre.  During negotiation, Martin said, sound
valuation skills to find the market rent would be necessary
since currently, turnover rent was quite popular in the market.

Tenancy administration including the various terms and
conditions in the tenancy agreement were also highlighted
by Martin who shared his practical skills and tactics in
negotiating with the tenants in speeding up the leasing deal
and suggested that the 3R: renew, relocate and remove as
good solutions for the tenant mix review in a shopping
centre.   Shopping centre development as explained by
Martin is quite different and unique from residential and
office development; its core
business was to coordinate
between developer and
tenants.  Most members
found this seminar very
interesting, enjoyable and
fruitful because Martin had
presented a lot of creative
ideas by way of photos and
pictures from both local and
foreign shopping centres.

Over 150 members joined the event.  Martin firstly gave a
brief introduction on different types of shopping centres:
metropolitan, regional, district, local and specialty.  He used
an interesting analogy from conception to child birth when
the developer and the tenants work together to create a
new shopping centre.  Development comes in three main
stages, viz. market research, planning and leasing.

According to Martin, when the site was still bare land,
a thorough market research should be carried out.
The research material included a SWOT analysis which
would compare with competing centres, transport network,
catchment area, profile of targeted customers and determine

a unique market positioning
for the shopping centre.  After
collecting and analyzing results
from the research, next cme the
planning stage and as a project
manager, one should exhibit
his professionalism by under-
standing the market, customer
needs and use his experience
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Insight into Roads (Works, Use and Compensation)
Ordinance (Cap 370)

Insight into Roads (Works, Use and Compensation)
Ordinance (Cap 370)
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21 April, nearly 90 members attended this JO
PQSL seminar presented by Peter Loi,  an

experienced Chartered Surveyor , who has gained
concrete experience as a Senior Land Manager of the
KCRC and was involved in compensation claims related to
the West Rail Construction.  Peter shared with us practical
skills and applications of the Ordinance apart from
quoting a few special cases and showed us these were
handled and their significance.  Many thanks to Peter for his invaluable
time and effort in conducting his valuable working experience with us.

On

Jean Cheng
JO Hon Secretary
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Getting to know the councilGetting to know the council
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Edwin Tang – BSD Council Chairman

Emily Ling
(Editorial Board - JO Representative)
Karen Kong, Vincent Lim & Sylvia Mok
(JO Committee)

Can you share your feelings with us after years
of departmental work?

The working experience is unforgettable and challenging.
I have opportunities in giving inputs on various issues that
are quite unique in the building control regime and in working
with HD colleagues playing different roles in the building
projects – owner, designer, controlling officer and property
manager.  Moreover, I had made a lot of friends and
experienced another culture through the secondment.

What do you want to achieve as the Chairman of
Building Surveying Division?

This year, focus would be on the Reciprocal Recognition of
Professional Qualification with Supervision Engineers in the
Mainland and the proposal on Building Affairs Tribunal
(BAT).  I hope we could finalize the Reciprocity Agreement
with the China Association of Engineering Consultants
(CAEC)�� !"#$%&'and get a directive decision
from the Government on the BAT proposal by the end
of this year .

Apart from this, I hope there could be some publications
in the name of BSD or HKIS, both for general public and
young professionals  A publication panel has been set up
to develop the idea.  There should be some leaflets (in series)
to facil i tate our on-going promotion exercise on
preventive building maintenance and maintenance
management in society, especially for the young generation.
To maintain the status of a professional body, we should
set our own standards or guidance notes.  It would be a
more difficult task due to limited resources.  However, we
must get it started.

How do you handle your pressure from work?

Haha...To me, the best way is to get a relief (voice it out)
with colleagues during lunch time.  Apart from that, I think
social time such as working for BSD and HKIS and family
time could assist in keeping mental balance.

So, you still keep your hobby?

Yes. I like badminton and hiking.

Memorable working experienceMemorable working experience

My 4 years’ secondment to the Housing Department (HD) is
unforgettable.  Application of the Buildings Ordinance

(BO) to Housing Authority (HA) Projects was included as one
of the 50 recommendations in the Quality Housing – Partnering
for Change consultative document in 2000.   As a first step, in
November 2000, HD established the Independent Checking
Unit (ICU) under the Director of Housing to strengthen the
independent checking (administrative building control) of HA
building projects.

Upon HD’s request, Buildings Department (BD) seconded me,
together with a Senior Structural Engineer, to assist their
establishment of the ICU.  We act in an advisory capacity on
the BD practices and procedures and particularly in enabling
the ICU to keep abreast of changes in regulatory matters.
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Show Your Talent!Show Your Talent!ow TTY

Could you think of somthing (animal, food or
whatever) to represent HKIS? And why?

I would like to choose the GIRAFFE.  Giraffes are non-territorial
and social animals.  They travel in large herds that are not
organized in any way.  Surveyors of different divisions have
their own specialization but we choose to move in a large
herd as HKIS.  We are also in good relation with other
building professionals.  The tallness of giraffes also reminds
us the importance of foresight and vision.

Would you still choose building surveying as your
career if you were on A-level student?

Yes definitely. It is because building surveying is an
interesting profession.  Building surveyors possess all round
knowledge about buildings and play different roles
throughout the whole life of a building.  These two paramount
ingredients would benefit our survival especially when our
building stocks become aging but the redevelopment cycle
become longer.

39

Do you want to join volunteer services to

help the needy and build a caring society?

 You are sincerely invited to support AVS

Hong Kong Island Flag Day.

Volunteer Services need
YOU

We are going to organize a Singing Contest for our members
to demonstrate their talent in an area outside surveying.

A golden chance for your face to be recognized
by fellow members and VIP guests.

We are recruiting 6 Masters of Ceremonies (MCs) for
our Annual Dinner to be held on 18 November 2005.

If you want to test your presentation skill,
make use of this opportunity.  People are watching.

For more information and /

 or to register please contact

 Donna on 2526-3679 at HKIS or

alternatively email to cpd@hkis.org.hk

Raymond Chan Chairman
Organising Committee
HKIS Annual Dinner 2005

HKIS SINGING CONTEST 2005 (S/200504)

Raymond Chan Chairman
Organising Committee
HKIS Annual Dinner 2005

HKIS SINGING CONTEST 2005 (S/200504)

Entries are invited from all our members (whether you are
students, probationers, members or fellows).  We hope that we

can have entries from all age groups.

You can bring your own instrument or just a DV disc for karaoke singing.
We shall have a preliminary round in 8 October for entries to be sorted.
Four chosen lucky ones will be performing during our Annual Dinner to
be held on 18 November 2005 to compete for the championship title.

Fabulous prizes are to be given to the champion, the finalists,
and all the entries.

Hong Kong Island Flag Day on 2 July 2005
Agency for Volunteer Service (AVS) endeavours to promote a greater diversity
of volunteer services, to develop the best use of volunteer resources for caring
the needy and community betterment.  YOUR SUPPORT is very important to
us.  AVS Hong Kong Island Flag Day will be held on Saturday, 2 July 2005.  Our
target is to raise HK$700,000 and to recruit 3,000 volunteers.

Established in 1970, AVS is a non-profit organization, registered as a charity
dedicated to playing a proactive and pivotal role in building a civil society and
caring community through the promotion and development of sustainable
volunteerism.

Please act now. For any questions, you are most welcome to contact AVS
staff, Ms Louisa Chow or Ms Alice Lam at 2527-3825 or browse our website at
www.avs.org.hk.

Come, have fun, and show your potential.
Use the CPD Standard Reservation
Form for entry application.  Sorry,
this does not count for CPD hours.

Hong Kong Island Flag Day on 2 July 2005

RECRUITMENT OF M.C.
HKIS ANNUAL DINNER 2005

RECRUITMENT OF M.C.
HKIS ANNUAL DINNER 2005

6/22/05, 9:27 AM40



SURVEYORS  Times

� �  !

P E R S O N A L I T Y

Kelvin Ng
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Women in SurveyingWomen in Surveying
�� !"�� !"

Rina Tsoi MSc, MRICS, MHKIS, RPS(LS) Honorary Secretary, LSD Council

40

Why did you choose land surveying profession?
It was a coincidence I attended the Open Day of RMIT University
at Melbourne.  Two pictures of performing aerial survey and
hydrographic survey attracted my eye sight.  It is a profession
to assist for discovery the anonymity of sky and ocean, isn’t it?

After the completion of surveying degree programme, I
understood the importance and contribution of land surveying
to the society.  It is not merely involved to the observation of
sky and ocean, but also our living place, LAND.

What is your role as a committee member of the HKIS?
Being the Land Surveying Division (LSD) Honorary Secretary
since 2003, I receive opportunities to experience the liaison
work with different parties from local to international
organizations; I am also involved in some consultation
committees; and work for the matters related to LSD as well.

In 2005, it is my pleasure to be nominated as a
member of General Council and Welfare Committee of HKIS.

Do you participate in any other social activities?
What are they and why do you join them?
The 21st century – the century of feminism and post modernity
– unlocks the mysteries of the feministic movement and requests
us to transform ourselves into an activist from a theorist.  Joining
Hong Kong Jayceetes Junior Chamber, Junior Chamber
International and be the Vice President is one of the most effective
channels to demonstrate how a lady
from the 21st century can contribute
to social aesthetics, which is always
the perfection of life development.

What are the essential personal skills for the
success in your professional career?

I believe it is exactly what David Niven mentioned in his book
The 100 Simple Secrets of Successful People – Learn
from Losses.  The setbacks you experience are wonderful
opportunities to learn.

You need to know more than just how talented
you are.  You may suffer blows to your self-esteem when we
failed.  That is why it is so important to know not just how
capable you are, but more critically who you are.  When events
undermine your self-esteem, you must be faithful to yourself that
is unquestionable, undeniable.  This faith in your integrity and
your humanity will assure your survival from any attack based
on a failure or even ongoing failures.  It will give you
something to start as you rebuild your self-esteem.

What do you think about the future prospect in Land
Surveying field?

Currently, the work force requirement from Land Surveying field
seems to decline in Hong Kong because of rare infrastructure
projects commenced and the historical background of Land
Surveying field.  However, it is always an opportunity in the
field for your exploration.  Regarding globalization and
technological advantages, the application of business practices
and processes to take a business or a product global would
become the major route.  It sounds vacuous but it is true when
you can fully implement it internationally by working locally.

R
I
N
A

esurrection
n
arcissistic
ccomplishments

Do you have any
particular interest?
My name tells:
R = Reading
I = Inflorescence
N = Nice dining
A = Art

Background is 18th Century
2004-05 painted by Rina Tsoi

Homeie
2005 painted by Rina Tsoi

�

Do you have any books
recommended  to  ou r
members?
CaiGenTan�� 
An Essay on Vegetable Roots by
Hong Ying-ming of Tang Dynasty
The Art of Thinking by Allen
F. Harrison and Rober t  M.
Bramson

Artjamming

�

Painting in
action

�

(Courtesy: artjamming.com)
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Blue, Glod

Beige silk scarf with single
HKIS embroidered logo.

 (Price: HK$100)

A4 folder, crafted from fine leather and
made to high standards, beautifully lined

and embossed with
the HKIS logo.

(Price: HK$180)

Note :
No liability of any kind will be borne by the HKIS.   All business transactions made under the
membership benefits of HKIS are strictly between the merchant and HKIS members.  The HKIS
will not be involved in any complaints made by any party in any business transaction.  All inquiries
should be made to the merchant directly.  For general information, please call the Secretariat on
2526 3679

Cosmos Bookstore
�� !

– 15% discount on books and
10% on stationery purchases
(except fix priced and special
priced items) in the Cosmos
Bookstore on 32 Johnston Road,
Wanchai and 96 Nathan Road,
Tsimshatsui from 1 August 2004
to 31 December 2005.  Inquiries
please call 2866 1677.

i-Control Ltd
– NEC Plasma 42VP4 at HK$26,
500 (include pair of side mount
speaker, wall mount or table top
stand installation, one year
warranty); LG Plasma TR-42PX10
at HK$24,800 (include build-in
speaker, tuner, wall mount or
table top stand installation, one
year warranty) and NEC VT460K
Projector at HK$9,800 (two years
warranty) from 1 August 2004 to
31 July 2005.  Inquiries, please
c a l l  2 5 9 0  0 2 9 9  o r  v i s i t
www.i-control.com.hk

Members’ PrivilegeMembers’ Privilege

Welcome to the HKIS Shop
HKIS Shop sells a range of attractive gifts bearing the HKIS logo.
To view the range of goods or place an order, please call the
Secretariat on 2526 3679 or visit www.hkis.org.hk

Yellow and light blue silk tie,
weave details with single HKIS
embroidered logo.

 (Price: HK$90)

Crimson

Crimson+line

Patten style
Deep blue and deep red silk tie,
striped design with single HKIS

embroidered logo.
(Price: HK$80)

HKIS square lapel pin with HKIS logo and is
suitable for both gentlemen and ladies.

 (Price: HK$30)

Stylish yellow cap
perfect for outdoor
sun-screening,
embroidered with
HKIS logo.

 (Price: HK$30)

Union Hospital (�� !"#) – Medical Check-up Plan
Plan Male Female
Physical Examination & Medical History (Weight, height, blood pressure & pulse) X X
Medical Report with Comment and Two Doctor Consultations X X
Chest X-ray X X
Electrocardiogram X X
Kidney Function:Urea, Creatinine X X
Liver Function: SGPT(ALT), SGOT(AST) X X
Complete Blood Count X X
ESR X X
Diabetic Screen: Fasting Glucose X X
Rheumatology Screen : Uric Acid, RA Factor X X
Lipid Profile: Total Cholesterol, Triglycerides X X
Cancer Screening: CEA (colon) X X
Thyroid Screening: T4 X X
Urine Test: Urinalysis X X
Occult Blood X X
Prostate Specific Antigen X
Pap Smear X
Vitalography : Lung Function Test (Computerized report included) X X

 Original Price : $4,360 $4,220

 Privilege Offer to HKIS Member : $2,710 $2,570

Up to 20% discount offered to additional test(s) performed together with the package on
the same check-up day. Booking and Enquiry�2608 3170 (Health Maintenance Centre)
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Date Event Organiser Location

2005

June 23 SAA Executive Council Meeting Surveyors Alliance Kuala Lumpur,
Asia (HKIS, SISV and Malaysia
ISM)

23 Hebei-Hong Kong Week – Infrastructure and Real Estate HKSAR Government Hebei, PRC
Services Seminar Beijing Office

27 – 29 9 th PAQS Congress 2005 PAQS / CECA Dalian, PRC

September 7 – 9 �� !"#$%&'()* HKIS LSD Macau SAR

20 – 22 MOC Conference – Construction Economics, Real Estate ETWB & MOC Xian, PRC
and Urban Disaster Prevention

27 – 29 2005 World Sustainable Building Conference Japanese Ministry of Tokyo, Japan
Land, Infrastructure and
Transport (MLIT)

October 15 BSD Annual Conference HKIS BSD Hong Kong SAR

16 – 22 International Property Valuation Conference & FIG HKIS/CIREA/FIG Beijing, PRC
Commission 9 Working Week

28 LSD Annual Dinner HKIS LSD Hong Kong SAR

30 IVSC Annual General Meeting IVSC Brazil

(tentative) HKIA, HKIE and HKIS Joint Conference HKIA, HKIE & HKIS Hong Kong SAR

November 18 HKIS Annual Dinner 2005 HKIS Hong Kong SAR

19 WOBO Joint Seminar 2005 World Organization of Hong Kong SAR
Building Officials /
HKIS BSD

(tentative) �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0 CUHK/HKIS (LSD) Hong Kong SAR

December 3 HKIS Annual Conference HKIS Hong Kong SAR

(tentative) HKIS Annual General Meeting HKIS Hong Kong SAR

2006

July  (tentative) Quality Building Award 2006 HKIS Hong Kong SAR

October 15 – 20 FIG XXIII Congress and XXIX General Assembly FIG Munich, Germany

2007

May 12 –1 7 FIG Working Week 2007 and XXX General Assembly FIG/HKIS Hong Kong SAR

For further details, please contact the HKIS office on 2526 3679 or visit www.hkis.org.hk
NB: SLC = Surveyors Learning Centre, 811 Jardine House, 1 Connaught Place, Central, Hong Kong
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Lesly LAM
JO Chairman
MSc (LOND),
MHKIS, MRICS,
RPS(LS)

Interesting Fable in the Regatta
– Dragon Boat Championship 2005

Interesting Fable in the Regatta
– Dragon Boat Championship 2005

A time when surveyors flex their muscles and paddles

On 11 June at Stanley Main Beach, organised by
the JO, over 70 members from all disciplines,
surveying streams of the three universities and the
HKIS president – T T Cheung joined this event and
gave us all the support we needed.  The President
and members of the team have been VIP guests at
the ribbon-cutt ing and eye-dott ing (�� !)
ceremony;  our special thanks to Mr Alson Wong,
Chairman of the Stanley Residents Association.

We set another milestone for HKIS in the Dragon Boat
Competition; in the Chinese Men’s Club, we beat 34 others
and came 6th when all six out of the ten teams in the final
race finished almost within fractional difference of a second.
In the Ladies’ Plate, we came 4th.  Both teams, what they
have been dreaming for, actually got on stage to take the
trophies from the honourable guests.  Let’s recap our glorious
moment here and in the next issue of the Surveyors Times.
More photos can be viewed at www.hkis.org.hk/jo

Special thanks to the sponsors
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