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THE FALL ACCOUNT

Mr Francis Ng
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This summer turned out to be an exciting
one for some members as the LegCo
election was drawing near and at the same
time the Institute was contemplating to
initiate disciplinary action against some
suspected non-conforming cases (see
report from the Hon. Secretary on page 3).
In this issue of the Newsletter, which is my
last but one quarterly report as President,
I will give a brief account on some major
events:-
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e Joint Professional Centre - The
foundation stone laying ceremony was
officiated by the Chief Executive of the °
HKSAR, Mr. Tung Chee Hwa, on 1st
August. Immediately thereafter,
renovation and fitting out work got
started. It is anticipated that the
premises will be ready for use in the very
near future. Meanwhile, members may
wish to note that $1.5 M was raised
through fund raising campaigns.
Contribution from the Institute amounts
to $50,000, which is well within the limit
previously set.

e land Laws - Aseminaron land related
ordinances in the Mainland, Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan was held in Wuyishan
inJuly. I have brought back some papers
and books on performance of the
property market, land clearance,
valuation, compensation, etc. These are
now being kept in the library for
members’ reference.

Continued on Page 2

SST - Inresponse to the feedback from
members on the questionnaires and
some enquiries made by SST members in
Hong Kong, | and some key personnel of
the Institute will soon have a preliminary
meeting with the SST. The intention is to
have an open dialogue to exchange
views on possible creation of a technical
grade in the Institute. Furthermare, an
open forum with our members will be
held on 17th October. | hope members
will actively participate and express
opinion on this issue.

Membership - A diploma presentation
ceremony was held on 30th August for
Fellow and Associate members elected
on 8th June 2000. Members from the
Building Surveying, Land Surveying and
Quantity Surveying Divisions (Photos on
page 2) received their diplomas from the
President and their respective divisional
chairmen.

As at the end of August, membership
details are as follows:

Fellows 421
Associates - 2,516
Student A 117
Student B 2,238
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DIPLOMA PRESENTATION

Newly elected Associate
Members of the Building
Surveying and Land
Surveying Divisions

e Tenure at Jardine House - This will
expire in mid-2001. A working group
chaired by Mr. Stephen Liu, SVP, has
come up with some recommendations.
These are being studied by members of
the General Council. A decision will be
made in the near future.

* Revised Guidance Notes for CPD -
Mr. David Faulkner, the CPD Panel
convenor, has already sent out the
guidelines for members’ reference. An
open draw was held in the Institute with

CONGRATULATIONS To MR LAU PING CHEUNG

Mr P C LAU was elected to the Legislative
Council after winning the Functional
Constituency Elections of the 2000
Legislative Council Elections on 10
September 2000. The number of votes
received by Mr LAU and the other two
candidates was:

PCLAU 938 votes

Christopher LAW 767 votes

Edward HO 647 votes

Mr P'C LAU is a Fellow member in the
Quantity Surveying Division and a Past
President of the Institute.

Warmest congratulations to Mr P C LAU.

Newly elected Fellow and
Associate Members of the
Quantity Surveying
Division
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DIPLOMA PRESENTATION

a view to select members randomly and
check their fulfillment on self-
improvement/continuing education .

So much so for the routine operation of the
Institute. Before ending, | would advise
members on some forthcoming events:-

¢ Building Safety - The Government is
about to issue a consultative document
seeking the views of the public on
building safety and maintenance.
Members are requested to keep an eye
on the publication.

e Ministry of Water Resources
(R EB 7k FIEB) together with the Works
Bureau, HKSAR will hold a conference on
“Construction Management of Large-
scale Infrastructure Projects” (RihEEE
BATERREER S E)in Beijing
on 14th and 15th December. Members
wishing to participate in this event
should keep an eye on progress.

e Seminar on Real Estate - A group of
valuers from the Shanghai Real
Estate Appraisal Institute will come
in October/November with a view to
exchange views on property
development.

® The RICS President will visit Hong
Kong on 19th and 20th October.
HKIS will bring up matters of mutual
concern at the meeting. H

Disciplinary Proceedings

Mr Albert So
Honorary Secretary

Mr Lai Chin Pang, Charles (AHKIS No. 1213 of the General
Practice Division) wrote an article on land premium
assessment which was published in the Apple Daily on 1
August 1999. The Lands Department Estate Surveyors
Assaciation (the “Association”) wrote on 8 September 1999 to
the Institute expressing concern on the contents of the article,
especially in connection with Mr Lai’s allegations that there
was preferential treatment given by the Lands Department to
developers in negotiating land premiums. According to the
Association, the article appeared to suggest that there were
“private dealings” in the process which resulted in significant
reductions of land premiums. The Association also believed
that these allegations were misleading and were not
supported by evidence.

A Committee of Investigation (the “Committee™) was then set
up by the Institute to investigate the complaint in late 1999.
Mr Lai attended two meetings before the Committee on 23
December 1999 and 5 January 2000. He was advised during
the meeting that the complainant was the Association.
Members of the Committee also discussed the complaint in
details with Mr Lai. Eventually, the Committee considered that
the complaint was substantiated and recommended that the
complaint should become a formal charge.

The Office Bearers then considered the recommendation of the
Committee and decided that the complaint should become a
formal charge.

A Disciplinary Board was tnen formed to deal with the
complaint. By the Institute’s letter dated 27 July 2000, Mr Lai
was advised that the hearing of the proceedings would take
place on Monday 28 August 2000.

Mr Lai then asked the Institute to agree postponing the
hearing and, through his solicitors, he made a number of
allegations including his contention that the Disciplinary Board
had no power to deal with the complaint.

On 22 August 2000, Mr Lai made an application to the High
Court to seek the Court’s leave (i.e. approval) to deal with his
intended judicial review on the Institute’s decision. In his

application for approval, Mr Lai indicated that he would seek
from the Court various orders including an order of certiorari to
quash the decision of the Committee that the complaint
against Mr Lai was substantiated, a direction that the
complaint should first be dealt with under the Surveyors
Registration Ordinance and an order to prohibit the
Disciplinary Board of the Institute from conducting the
disciplinary proceedings. In support of his application, he
made various allegations.

0On 24 August 2000, the Institute was served by Mr Lai’s
solicitors a copy of the application. The Institute was then
advised that senior and junior barristers had been appointed
in addition to Mr Lai’s solicitors to deal with his application to
the Court and the hearing of the application would take place
on 25 August 2000.

It appears that several newspapers might have got a copy of
the application from the Court and reported on 24 August 2000
the various allegations of Mr Lai contained in his application.

Although the Institute did not consider Mr Lai’s allegations are
correct, in view of the fact that the hearing of the Court
application would take place on 25 August 2000, an urgent
meeting of members of the General Council was held on 24
August 2000 to consider possible future actions to be taken.
In the end, the General Council reached a settlement
agreement with Mr Lai. The terms of the agreement required
him to place an advertisement in Chinese in the Apple Daily
and the Hong Kong Economic Times to extend his apology to
the Association, to withdraw the Court application and to bear
his costs of the Court application and the advertisements. In
return, the Institute agreed not to proceed with the disciplinary
proceedings.

The Chinese advertisements were published in the Hong Kong
Economic Times on 4 September 2000 (page A38) and in the
Apply Daily on 5 September 2000 (page C12). The English
version of the advertisement appears in this issue of the
Newsletter (page 23). K
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Building Surveying Division |

ViSIT TO GLASS FACTORY IN SHENZHEN

Kenneth Yun

0On 16 September 2000, 47 members joined
a group visit to the manufacturing plant of
China Southern Glass Holding Co. Ltd. in
Tangwei Village, Fuyong Town, Bao'an,
Shenzhen. The Group comprised of
Associate and Fellow Members who came
from all Divisions (mainly Building
Surveyors). They gathered at the Kowloon
Railway Station. After the train journey to Lo
Wu, the Group arrived at the manufacturing
plant in Bao'an by coach.

The Group was welcomed by the
management of the company and was
briefed on the manufacturing process and
properties of different types of construction
glass like coated glass, insulating glass,

laminated glass and tempered glass.
Samples of insulating glass were
compared with low-emissivity coated
glass.

Subsequent to the briefing session, the
Group was led through the manufacturing
plant for clear floated glass, coated glass,
insulating glass, tempered glass and low-
emissivity coated glass. Members found
the tour very informative and interesting.
Some members expressed their interest
and requested for samples to be erected
on site.

The factory was a very large complex
consisting of a number of production

facilities. The factary produces float glass up
to the size of 3.66 m x 6 m and thickness of
up to 20 mm with modern equipment
imported from Europe, USA and Australia.
They also maintain a quarry at Hainan to
provide the raw material - sand - for the
production of glasses. According to the
introduction, they can produce float glasses
that are up to major national standards of
Britain and USA.

After lunch, the Group were shown samples
of their works along Shenzhen South
Highway where more than fifty buildings
were completed with glass products from
China South Glass Holding Co. Ltd. Some of
them are landmarks in Shenzhen. Finally our
visit ended successfully in Lo Wu. H

Continued on Page 22

General Pracrice Division

Tony Tse, Chairman

Valuation 2000 - Las Vegas

Following the attendance of Valuation 2000
in Las Vegas, in mid July 2000, by Ms. Mona
Woo and Mr. Alnwick Chan on behalf of the
HKIS, a CPD was held to report on the
International Valuation Standards, White
Book, which was presented at the
Conference. The aim of this CPD was to
outline the history and evolution of the
White Book and also to highlight some of
the standards which were considered to be
relevant to Hong Kong. The definitions of
“Market Value” adopted by the International
Valuation Standards Committee, the Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the

European Group of Valuers’ Assaociations
were also discussed. There have been
comments that unlike other CPD events, no
Q&A session was provided in this CPD. |
shall relate the comments to the General
Practice Council and to consider if another
CPD on valuation practice should be
organized. There was also confusion over
the location of the venue and the
administration office of the HKIS has been
requested to look into the issue.

APC Assessment 2000

This year's APC Written Assessment of the
General Practice Division has been
tentatively fixed on g October 2000. The
examination papers and marking scheme are
being prepared by the Education,
Membership, APC and CPD Affairs Panel.
Candidates will be advised of the details in
due course.

The Hong Kong Real Estate Services Expo,
Beijing

It was reported earlier that an Expo on Real
Estate Services, organized by the Hong Kong
Trade Development Council, and co-
organized by the HKIS and others, would be
held on 16-18 November 2000. As the date
clashes with our Annual Dinner, upon review
it has been decided that the event be held
on 15-17 March 2001. Members will be
advised of the details later.

Proposed Requirements for Bank
Guarantees in Government Land Tenders

In June, the HKIS was consulted by the Lands
Department regarding the imposition of the
requirements of a parent company or bank
guarantee in respect of all land sale tenders
so as to secure that the successful tenderer
would pay the balance of the tender price.
Following consultation with members, we
have replied to the Lands Department
confirming that the Institute has
reservations about the proposal. The
requirements of a bank or parent company
guarantee might make it more difficult for
small developers to participate in the tender
of land. Moreover, it might give an
impression to the general public that the
Government favours larger developers.
There should be other means to achieve the
same objective. H

Land Surveying Division

LAND TiTLES BiLL CONSULTATION
By the Working Group on Land Titles Bill

Following the discussions in the LSD Council
and input from members, the Institute has
formulated a reply to the Land Registry on
the Land Titles Bill, with the following main
points.

The Institute understands that the Land
Titles Bill does not aim to deal with land
boundary issue or to guarantee land
boundaries. However, the proposed land
titles registration system would not be
complete if it is not supported by land
boundary plans delineating clearly and
accurately the boundaries of registered land
parcels.

To strengthen the proposed land titles
registration system, it is proposed that any
instrument effecting the transaction of land
parcels, whether in whole or in part, be
attached with a land boundary plan
prepared by an Authorized Land Surveyor
registered under the Land Survey Ordinance.
This requirement will protect the interests of
the landowners. Although the attachment of
a land boundary plan only carries the similar
legal status and effect as stipulated in
Section 30 of the Land Survey Ordinance,
the proposed Land Titles Ordinance would
make land conveyance more certain, secure
and fair. Inthe long run, a more
comprehensive and effective land titles
registration system could be built up for the
henefit of the whole community.

Over the years, most of the land parcels in
the urban areas have been accurately
defined by the government and the
professional land surveyors in the private
practice. At present, many lots in the New
Territories have also been defined in the
same manner due to land developments and

the introduction of the Land Survey
Ordinance. It is now a general requirement
for every transaction of land parcels to have
a properly surveyed land boundary plan
attached as an important document for
registration.

On particular sections of the Bill, the
Institute is offering the following comments:

Section 17(1) of the Bill should not be
applicable to the land boundary plans
prepared by Authorized Land Surveyors
registered under the Land Survey Ordinance.
These land boundary plans are plans
showing the boundaries of land parcels after
they have been determined by surveys
conducted in accordance with the Code of
Practice of the Land Survey Ordinance. The
duplicates of these land boundary plans
have also been lodged to the Land Survey
Authority for checking and record purposes.
To treat these plans as only indicating
approximate boundaries is not in line with
the spirit and intention of the Land Survey
Ordinance.

The heading of Section 83 (Errors in survey)
of the Bill should be amended to read
“Discrepancies in area and boundary of
land”. The original wording would mislead
the public to believe that the discrepancies
in area and boundary of land are solely due
to survey errors. Apparently, some people
have the false impression that the Old
Schedule Lots in the New Territories
surveyed in early 1900 were inaccurate.
However, it should be noted that the causes
of most discrepancies between the original
boundary and the existing occupation
boundary are mainly due to other factors
such as adverse possession, natural
changes, etc.

Under Schedule 3 - Consequential
Amendments of the Bill, Sections 30(8) and
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30(10) of the Land Survey Ordinance have
been omitted in Section 168 of the Bill for
unknown reasons. Being a provision that
provides for the control of standards of land
boundary surveys conducted by the
Authorized Land Surveyors, Section 30(8) of
the Land Survey Ordinance must not be
repealed. Section 30(10) of the Land Survey
Ordinance is also important, especially if the
proposed land titles registration system is to
be strengthened as outlined earlier on.

CPD EVENT - USING GPS FOR THE
VEHICULAR LOAD TRIALS ON THE
LANTAU LINK BRIDGES

LAM Lik-shan, Lesly

In mid-March of last year, there was a
special task performed at three Lantau Link
Bridges (LLBs) - Ting Kau Bridge, Tsing Ma
Bridge and Kap Shui Mun Bridge. The
matter aroused the attention of several
government departments and even the
Police Force for ten consecutive nights.
Satellites and the most advanced electronic
devices were utilised to monitor the three
bridges’ structural health. Our guest
speaker, Mr. So Man-cheong (Land
Surveyor, HyD.), was one of the leaders in
this special task. On 4 September 2000,
members from various disciplines enjoyed a
very informative talk by Mr. So about a
surveying task unprecedented in the history
of Hong Kong.

E"ﬁﬁﬁuﬁ ' :i Sung Room, 4/F.,

Mr. Wong Chung-hang presented a souvenir
to the guest speaker, Mr. So Man-cheong.

Mr. So started by introducing the aim of this
special surveying task - “Vehicular Load
Trials (VLT) on the LLBs” to the audience. In
the VLT, a weight-adjustable vehicle with 45
and 330 tons was driven at three constant
speeds (skph, 15kph and 25kph) across all
three bridges once on each lane.
Mathematical models showing the structural
health of the three bridges were derived
from the VLT’s data. These mathematical
models would help in analysing the
distribution of live loads, the calibration of
computerised bridge models, the prediction
of the deflections and the actual movement
of LLBs’ towers.

To ensure continuous measurement inside
the LLBs’ cables web, Mr. So pointed out
that using Global Positioning System (GPS)
to monitor the dynamic movements of
towers and decks was the most sensible
approach. Atotal of 17 GPS receivers were
employed and operated under On-the-fly
(OTF) kinematic mode. OTF mode could
secure automatic re-initialisation in case of
loss lock to satellites’ signals. Tremendous
volume of data to the tune of 4.8Gbytes was
collected in the ten nights for post-

processing.

Sheraton Hong Kong Hotel & Towers,

20 Nathan Road, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon.
(Next to Middle Road # f§i# Carpark Building)

The results analysis fell into three
categories: (1) height deflection, (2)
longitudinal deflection and (3) lateral
deflection. Some clear and noticeable
graphs were specially demonstrated to
illustrate the complicated relative
movements on the decks and towers. With
the advanced mechanics principle of the
three bridges, it would not be easy for a
layman to imagine the bridges’ movements
when experiencing different loadings at
various speeds. Finally, Mr. So concluded
that the survey results were encouraging
and close to their expectation.

As one of the audience, | am deeply
impressed that the project could be
completed successfully, even when faced
with many difficulties associated with a tight
time schedule, arrangement of overnight
duty roster, handling of massive data, etc.
Mr. So and his colleagues actually
demonstrated the excellent project
management skills for us. | have learnt a lot
from this CPD event.

The Land Surveying Division would like to
express its thanks to Mr. So for his
wonderful talk. &

LSD - ANNUAL DINNER 2000
*m 20TH OcTOBER 2000 (FRIDAY)

Ticket: HK$400 per person
Cocktails: 6:30pm

Dinner: 8:00pm

For anv further infarmation. nlease contart Mr |l eslv | AM at 26482 a202 ar Ms Rina TS0l at 2221 2440

QuanTity Surveying Division

TT Cheung, Chairman

APC 2000

The APC 2000 was held on 23 and 24 September 2000 at the
HITEC, Kowloon Bay. There were over 600 candidates sitting
for the APC this year, representing over 60% of the total
number of Student B of the QS division. This is unhealthy. The
urgency for the need of the APC reform is vital. Please email
me your visions at cheung.tt@hongkong.com.

Thank for your support as assessors. We need about 200
assessors to accomplish this important task. Similar to last
year, we are planning a dinner in November to go through the
key issues of the APC with the assessors.

PRC

Due to our busy schedule, we have revised our trip schedule as
follows:

13-15 October - Shanghai Organizing a CPD event to RICS
members in Shanghai and to
meet the Standard & Norm
Department and Construction
Bureau to update planning for

WTO in Shanghai.

November - Beijing

2nd Organizing Committee
meeting on 2001 International
Cost Conference.

Members are welcome to join our visits at their own cost.

Cost Conference in Beijing organized by Works Bureau of the
HKSAR and Ministry of Water Resources =% A R £ 1 7k 71 #B

The conference will be held on 14 and 15 December 2000 in
Beijing. The theme of the conference is “Mainland and Hong
Kong Conference on Construction Management of Large-scale
Infrastructure Projects” “ ot SR B AR EM R EEHERSE
ffsdE . HKIS is one of the co-organizers of the event. We
would like to submit 5 papers for the conference. Interested
parties please contact the HKIS office for details.

Direct Professional Access to Barristers

After almost 2 years’ of hard work by our sub-committee, | am

pleased to inform you that the DPA is now formally endorsed

by the Bar Association. We will be organizing a CPD to explain
in detail the concept and operational aspects of the DPA and
hope that members can benefit from the alternative route that

is now available to surveyors.

PAQS Competency Standards

At the PAQS Board meeting of 7 June 2000 in Cairns, the matter

was discussed and comments received from various member

countries. The revised draft is now available if members are

interested to take a look.

CPDs

We have organized a series of events for members as follows:

18 September 2000 - Valuing Variations and Substantial
Changes in Quantities by Mr. John Molloy

26 September 2000 - Mock Mediation by Simmons &
Simmons

5 October 2000 - Collaborative Methods of Construction
Procurement - a UK Perspective by Mr. Adrian Smith

31 October 2000 - Compulsory Engagement of QS in
Government Projects by Mr. P.C. Lau

October 2000 - Site Visit to Li On Road Government
Quarters

November 2000 - Direct Professional Access to Barristers
by Mr. H.F. Leung

December 2000 - Site visit to Ma Wan Development of Sun
Hung Kai Properties. K
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JuniorR ORGANISATION

CPD EVENT -
CADASTRAL SURVEYING IN THE
NEw TERRITORIES

LAM Lik-shan, Lesly

A CPD event was successfully held on 16
August 2000 with a very positive response.
Over 110 members from various divisions
enjoyed a wonderful night with our guest
speaker, Mr. LEUNG Shou-chun MBE. Mr.
Leung kindly shared his valuable experience
with us on Cadastral Surveying in the New
Territories (NT).

Cadastral Surveying involves determining
and defining land ownership and
boundaries. The special term “Cadastral”
comes from Latin word “Cadastre” which
refers to a registry of lands. Mr. Leung
directly pointed out that the Demarcation
District (DD) survey performed at about a
hundred years ago is the characteristic of NT
Cadastral Surveying. The map produced

from a DD survey is so-called a DD sheet.
There are so much limitations when applying
a DD sheet but it is the legal document to
demarcate boundaries in NT.

Mr. Leung expressed that NT Cadastral
Surveying involves not only knowledge but
also skills in research and investigation. A
Cadastral Surveyor must also partly be an
archaeologist to find physical evidence of
previous surveys and occupation on the
ground. He cited an interesting example.
Since it was not a usual practice of old
villagers to relocate an old well, an old well
could be a good physical evidence to define
boundaries.

As one of the audience, | deeply feel that
Cadastral Surveying is a mathematical
detective work, with archeology and geology

Technical Membership

Q&A SECTION
Alexander Ho, Chairman, SST Working Group

Responses to Questionnaire on the
Formation of Technical Grade in the HKIS

| am pleased to share with you the
encouraging results of the responses to the
questionnaire attached to the last issue of
the Newsletter. 68.99% of the responses
support the idea of forming a technical
grade in the HKIS, and almost 100 members
said that they would try to spare their time in
attending a discussion forum on the matter.
Responding members also expressed many
constructive views and suggestions, which

the Working Group will certainly take into
account when making our recommendation
to the General Council.

Open Forum

The Working Group will hold an open forum
on 17 October 2000 (Tuesday), from 6.00 pm
to 9.00 pm, at Room 4o5 of the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Harbour
Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong. The President
and the Senior Vice-President of the Institute

will also sit on the panel. All members are

aspects thrown in. It made me think back to
my first lesson at University, where |
remember my lecturer saying that
“Surveying” is actually both an art and a
science subject.

The Junior Organisation would like to
express its deepest thanks to Mr. Leung for
his wonderful talk. H
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JO Vice-chairman, Mr. David Wan,
presented a souvenir to Mr. Leung.

n o

invited to participate in this open forum and
express their views on the matter.

Should members have any views on the
above, please do either write to the HKIS or
to my e-mail address at
AlexHo@kpkgs.com.hk. K

Committee oN ENVIRONMENT ANd
Sustainable Development

A Brief Account of the Committee’s Activities from August 1999
to September 2000

Francis K F Lam, Chairman

The Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development
(the “Committee”™) was formed by the General Council in
August 1999 with a view to promoting HKIS’s contribution in
matters relating to the environment and sustainable
development in Hong Kong. The Committee was composed of
10 members who were nominated from the four Divisions.
Normally we met once a month and our written
communications were being conducted by e-mail. The
Committee has its Terms of Reference endorsed as follows:

1. Keep Members informed of current rationale and trend
relevant to Surveyors in the environmental and sustainable
development field through HKIS Newsletters and Journals.

2. Comment an consultation papers issued by the
Government or other bodies on behalf of HKIS.

3. Proactively contribute to/respond to current environmental
issues as they concern land and building issues.

4. Promote environmental awareness in all facets of the
profession and advise on how this can be put into practice.

5. Represent the Institute as spokesperson or assist the
Institute’s spokesperson where necessary to speak at
conferences, seminars and attend press interviews on
aspects related to environment and sustainable
development.

6. Establish a communication network with relevant parties of
the Government and other professional organizations,
educational institutions, public communities, green
groups, etc.

7. Develop a code of practice for environmental protection in
design of buildings and maintenance works.

8. Develop a strategy to let Hong Kong people know HKIS is
environmentally conscious.

From time to time, the Committee sent representatives to
attend various relevant seminars and meetings, which included
the Agricultural and Fishery Department’s consultation

meeting on Wetland Compensation, the Symposium on
Guangdong-Hong Kong Sustainable Land Use and Real Estate
Development Towards 21st Century, the Hong Kong
Sustainable Development Forum, the HKSAR Government
Central Policy Unit’s Seminar on Green Industries, Amory
Lovins Seminar on Green Buildings, and the Planning
Department’s consultation forums on Sustainable
Development study and urban design guidelines for Hong
Kong.

To participate in the government policymaking process, in late
September 1999, the Committee contributed views and
comments to the HKSAR Chief Executive’s Policy Address
through the HKIS Opinion Paper Submission. On 22 February
2000, the Deputy Secretary for Environment and Food, Mr Kim
Salkeld, was invited to speak on the topic of “Working for a
World Class Environment” at a Surveyors Lunch.

Indoor Air Quality Certification Scheme

In late September 1999, the Committee made a written
submission to the Planning, Environment and Lands Bureau as
a response to the Consultation Paper on Managing Indoor Air
Quality (IAQ). In principle, we support the Government’s
initiatives in addressing the I1AQ issue which is an important
attribute to human health and work productivity. Among the
various proposed measures to improve IAQ, the key one was
the voluntary IAQ Certification Scheme, whereby building
owners would he granted certificates by the Director of
Environmental Protection if their premises were certified by a
competent examiner for compliance with the government IAQ
objectives. In this regard, we drew the Government’s attention
to a number of implementation problems as well as the cost
implication to landlords. Meanwhile, we were requested by
the Environmental Protection Department to comment on the
draft IAQ Certification Guide which was designed to provide
technical guidance, procedures and methodology for carrying
out the IAQ certification in office buildings and public places
served by mechanical ventilation and air conditioning system.
Mr Jim Dale has been working hard on this assignment.



Study on Sustainable Development for the 21st Century
(SUSDEV21)

In November 1999, the Planning Department invited the public
to comment on the recommendations made by the Study on
Sustainable Development for the 21st Century (SUSDEV21).
Apart from formulating a definition of sustainable
development for Hong Kong together with a set of guiding
principles and sustainability indicators for performance
measurement, the SUSDEV21 recommended the Government
to use a computer-based tool called CASET to assist her
evaluation of the sustainability implications of strategic
policies and project proposals. Also, the setting up of a
Council for Sustainable Development was proposed. On 31
January 2000, the Committee wrote to the Director of Planning
extending our support to the SUSDEV21 recommendations and
making some suggestions for their implementation. In the
same letter, we also cautioned the Director that any new
initiatives for sustainable development should not turn out to
be new red tapes for the government administration.

For Members’ easy reference, we would highlight the definition
of sustainahle development as proposed by SUSDEV21:-

“Sustainable development in Hong Kong balances social,
economic and environmental needs, both for present and
future generations, simultaneously achieving a vibrant
economy, social progress and better environmental quality,
locally, nationally and internationally, through the efforts of
the community and the government.” (extract from the
SUSDEV21 Consultation Document issued in October 1999)

To achieve the sustainable development objectives in Hong
Kong, the property and construction sector definitely has a role
to play as the sector is one of the major users of energy,
renewable and non-renewable resources as well as a main
producer of waste. We very much hope that Surveyors can
take a lead in the local property and construction sector for
attaining a sustainable built environment. In this connection,
Dr Hilary Davies has kindly undertaken to work out a Vision
Statement for Surveyors towards sustainable development as
well as a questionnaire for assessing Members’ awareness of
environmental issues related to buildings and construction.

HKIS Seminar on Building a Sustainable Environment
-25 November 2000

On top of Hilary’s efforts, the Committee has been working in
collaboration with Mr David Faulkner’s CPD Panel to organize a
half-day Seminar on “BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT
FOR HONG KoNG” on 25 November 2000, a Saturday morning
CPD seminar. We have already confirmed six distinguished
speakers for the Seminar, who are namely Mr C M Leung,
Director of Buildings, Mr Kim Salkeld, Deputy Secretary for
Environment and Food, Mr Marco Wu, Deputy Director of
Housing, Mr David Dumigan, Deputy General Manager of
Henderson Land Development Co. Ltd., Ms Linden Birch,
Environmental Manager of Swire Properties and Mr Kevin
Edmunds of Centre of Environmental Technology Ltd. Topics to
be covered include the latest government environmental
policies, Buildings Ordinance review and procedures
streamlining to facilitate sustainable development and
building innovation, new construction methods to increase
efficiency and reduce waste, environmental performance of
buildings and green estate management practice. Detailed
information of the Seminar will be sent to all Members shortly.
Your participation in this seminar will be highly appreciated.

We are fully aware of the fact that the concept of sustainable
development is new to a lot of Surveyors. Therefore, there is
always a need for this Committee to work hard in promoting
the concept of sustainable development, so that through our
collective efforts, the concept can be put into practice in the
property and construction sector of Hong Kong.
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Three pre-sale consents issued in August

The Lands Department issued three
consents for the sale of 1,289 residential
units in three uncompleted development
projects in August 2000.

The projects, located in Kowloon and on
Hong Kong Island, are estimated to be
completed between September 2000 and
April 2002.

At the end of August, there were 16
applications for pre-sale consent involving a
total of 9,127 residential units across the
SAR. The units are expected to be completed
between December 2000 and August 2002.

In addition, there were four applications for
pre-sale consent concerning commercial
developments in Kowloon.

Land Registry statistics for August released

The Land Registry received in August 10,473
sale and purchase agreements on residential
and non-residential building units,
representing an increase of 33.8 per cent
and 52.1 per cent over July 2000 and August
1999 respectively.

The total consideration of these agreements
in August was about $23.7 billion, up

34.3 per cent and 31.7 per cent when
compared with the amounts in July 2000 and
August 1999 respectively.

The figures are contained in the monthly
statistics released on 5 September by the
Land Registry on deeds relating to property
transactions received for registration in the
Urban and New Territories Land Registries in
August 2000.

These statistics generally relate to land
transactions executed up to four weeks prior
to their submission for registration as there
is usually a time lag between the execution
of deeds and their lodgement for
registration.

Flexible Housing Production Strategy

The Housing Authority (HA) will enjoy
greater flexibility in meeting housing
demand under a new production strategy
endorsed hy the Authority's Strategic
Planning Committee (SPC) on 14 September
2000. The strategy, to be introduced from
2004/05 onwards, will also enrich the
design aspect of public housing following
the wider use of non-standard blocks and
site-specific designs. The broad policy of
flexible housing production has been built
on various on-going initiatives, including the
quality reform, the recently adopted flexi-
use housing designs and the new site-
specific approach in procurement strategies.

In future, all the Authority's housing projects
will be classified into two broad groups
according to their locations, commitments
for rehousing, financial viability and relevant
policy considerations, instead of grouping
them under public rental housing (PRH) or
the home ownership scheme (HOS) rigidly.

Group 1 projects, being the mainstream, will
comprise projects to meet three types of
demand: offering flats to PRH applicants on
the Waiting List, rehousing for the
Comprehensive Redevelopment Programme
(CRP) and clearance operations, as well as
offering for sale as HOS.

Group 2 projects, primarily for sale, will be
confined to those strategic locations that
demonstrate very promising development
potential.

Excluding the production from the Private
Sector Participation Scheme (PSPS), a
production mix of 80:20 between Group 1
and Group 2 projects has been tentatively
set between 2004/05 and 2007/08. This will
be reviewed annually when the Authority
rolls forward its production programme to
meet the land supply pattern. A larger
portion of projects will be put under Group 1

as the wider use of site-specific designs will
provide the flexibility to meet either rental
and sale demand.

Planning of future projects will be site-
specific, with building designs based upon
standard blocks, modified standard blocks
or non-standard blocks where appropriate.
Standard blocks will continue to be used if
they meet the Authority's development
needs.

The reference block designs and standards
of fitting-out works for Group 1 will be the
Harmony modules and those for Group 2 will
be the New Cruciform Block (NCB).
Development cost yardsticks for projects
involving site-specific or non-standard
designs will be 5% and 10% higher than
those for standard Harmony and NCB
modules respectively.

This will enable the Authority to meet
changes in housing demand patterns, while
designs of public housing will become more
diversified in enriching the cityscape. The
development potential of housing sites will
be maximized to suit the characteristics of
individual public housing sites.

Because of different clienteles, Group 1 will
provide a full-range of flats from 1-person to
3-bedroom units to meet the three basic
types of demand. Group 2, basically for sale,
will cover 2-bedroom and 3-bedroom flats.

In developing a more flexible production
strategy, the Authority will continue to
deliver public housing, cost-effectively and
efficiently for those in need on the basis of
affordability. Public housing will be provided
in large gquantities on the basis of the well-
proven approach of standard modules and
mechanised construction techniques in
meeting the Government's forecast demand
for public housing. H



Fair Valuations

John B Molloy, LLB (Hons), BSc (Hons), FHKIS, FRICS, MClArb, FinstCES, RPS (QS)

Valuing variations and like items is one of a quantity surveyor’s
primary functions, but it is also an area in which disputes occur
frequently.

Most forms of contract used locally set out three basic rules for
valuing variations, which despite minor differences in wording
can generally be summarised as follows:

[RULE 1] where work is of similar character and
executed under similar conditions to work
priced in the Bill of Quantities it shall be
valued at such rates and prices contained
therein as may be applicable

[RULE 2] where work is not of a similar character or is
not executed under similar conditions the rates
and prices in the Bill of Quantities shall be
used as the basis for valuation so far as may be
reasonable.

[RULE 3] failing which a fair valuation shall be made.
Rule 1is not a problem.

Rule 2 and in particular the phrase ‘so far as may be
reasonable’ has been the subject of two impartant legal cases
within the last year (Henry Boot Construction Ltd v. Alstom
Combined Cycles Ltd and Aldi Stores Ltd v Galliford (UK) Ltd),
both of which | have described in detail in previous articles.

However, now we also have judicial guidance regarding Rule 3
and the elements necessary for a ‘fair valuation’ from the very
recent case in the UK of Weldon Plant Limited v. The
Commission for the New Towns a case which interestingly was
heard by His Honour, Judge Humphrey LLoyd, QC, who was
also the judge in the Henry Boot case.

Weldon Plant entered into a contract with the Commission for
the New Towns for the construction of Duston Mill Reservoir.
The contract incorporated the ICE Conditions, 6th Edition. The

material to be excavated consisted of clay and gravel. Since
Weldon were to be able to sell the gravel, the contract rate for
gravel removal was negative ¢G3.60/m3. The clay was however
to be carted to an off-site tip for which the rate was
¢G3.66/m3. The contract made provision for Weldon, at its
own risk, to excavate below the design level for the bed of the
reservoir (55.06 AOD) and to obtain more gravel which it would
also be entitled to sell. On 20 November 1995, the Engineer
issued Site Instruction 17 which required Weldon to excavate
all the gravel below the bed and to back fill with clay to the
design level. Weldon notified the Engineer that this instruction
would give rise to a claim. The Engineer valued the additional
gravel extraction and clay backfill at bill rates.

Weldon did not consider that the Engineer’s treatment of the
consequences of S.1. 17 was correct, so the ensuing dispute
was referred to arbitration.

In the award, the arbitrator firstly decided that Weldon had had
an option to extract the gravel in the original contract, rather
than an obligation to do so and on this basis he concluded that
S.l. 17 was a true variation under clause 51 of the ICE
conditions. He further considered that because the option had
been removed from Weldon that contract rates should not be
used to value the variation and that a fair valuation, i.e. Rule 3,
was appropriate.

So far so good.

The problems however arose with the arbitrator’s fair
valuation. He concluded that the basis of determining a fair
valuation was that such valuation should leave Weldon in the
same financial situation it would have been had the instruction
not been given, i.e. a loss and expense or damages type
approach.

In then making such a valuation he assessed the cost of the
works themselves but refused to add any allowance for head
office overheads or for profit.

With regard to these elements, he considered that as (in his
opinion) the correct ascertainment of any additional costs by
Weldon should put it back in the position absent S.I. 17, profit
was never recoverable and for head office overheads it was
necessary that Weldon establish that it either incurred
additional overheads (which it had not done) or that it was
denied overhead recovery, i.e. a loss of opportunity concept
whereby a contractor must prove it has not taken on other
works because of the delayed completion (which again it had
not done).

Weldon appealed on the basis that they considered the
arbitrator had made an error in law, in that, he had incorrectly
valued the variation as though it were a loss and expense claim
rather than a valuation of a variation.

Permission to appeal was granted for the following question of
law:

“Whether on the facts found by the arbitrator, clause 52(1)
(b) of the ICE Conditions permits a fair valuation to be made
which excludes [profit and] an allowance for overheads on
the basis that the contractor has to establish that it either
incurred additional overheads or that it was denied overhead
recovery.”

His Honour, Judge Humphrey LLoyd, QC, held that the answer
was no. He considered that Weldon were correct in their
assertion that the arbitrator was in error in his approach and
that in his judgment, clause 52(1) contemplates that the
contractor will be able to recover in a valuation of a variation,
those elements included.in the contract rates or prices for
overheads and profit.

With regard to profit, he stated firstly, that a contractor is in
business to make a profit on the costs of deploying its
resources, and accordingly an employer must under clause
52(1) pay profit in a valuation made under any Rule (via the
rates or otherwise on a fair valuation) on costs because a
valuation under clause 52 would not otherwise be a fair
valuation within the meaning of those words. Secondly, he

considered that a valuation, which did not include profit, would
not contain an element, which is an integral part of a valuation
under Rules 1 and 2. A fair valuation under Rule 3 would not
be in accordance with the principles of clause 52 if it did not
include all relevant elements to be valued or represented in
some significant manner in a valuation under that clause.

The same point held good for head office overheads. In
particular, he considered that the arbitrator had failed to deal
with the addition which has to be made in order to ensure that
the contractor obtains a contribution from the costs of the
business it undertakes towards its fixed or running overheads.
As with profit, he held that it would not be fair if the valuation
did not include an element on account of such contribution. It
would mean that such a contribution would have to be found
elsewhere, presumably from the contractor’s margin for profit
or risk. In his view, a valuation which in effect required the
contractor to bear that contribution itself, would not be a fair
valuation, in accordance with the principles of clause 52(1)
which are intended to secure that the contractor should not
lose as a result of having to execute a variation (except to the
extent its costs etc. are of its making). Unlike overheads such
as time-related overheads, it is not necessary to prove that
they were actually incurred for the purposes of a fair valuation
(although their approximate amount must of course be
established, e.g. by deriving a percentage from the accounts of
the contractor including where appropriate associated
companies that provide services ar the like that qualify as
overheads).

Accordingly, the judge held that when a quantity surveyor
makes a valuation in accordance with contract rates or based
on contract rates, i.e. Rules 1 and 2, such valuation will
naturally include allowances for head office overheads and
profit, and on this basis, when making a fair valuation under
Rule 3 it would not by definition be fair unless such valuation
included similar allowances for overheads and profit. K
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A Cadastral Case Worthy

1.C. NG

The Case

There has been a court case concerning a
boundary dispute that aroused discussions
amongst practitioners in the land surveying
profession. It exposed the deficiencies in
using the Demarcation District sheets to
define land boundary and the need to
amend the Land Survey Ordinance if such
kinds of dispute are to he avoided.

The dispute concerned an encroachment of
700 mm along the common boundary, i.e. an
earth bund between two Old Scheduled Lots
of agricultural land in a Demarcation District
(DD) in the N.T., resulting in a loss in area of
28 square metres to one of the lots. The
case is abstracted below:-

A private land surveyor X was employed by
the plaintiff to survey his property in April
1994. As there was an earth bund between
his client's lot and the adjoining one, X
thought that the bund was the best means
of separating adjoining ownership, so he
fixed the boundary between the two lots by
taking it as the mid-line of the bund. As this
was before there was any dispute between
the two parties, he did not take any
photographs to show the position of the
bund. Two months later, the defendant
employed a land surveyor Y to set out the
boundary of his property. Later on, the
defendant built a Small House, covered his
land with concrete and erected a wall along
the boundary of his property.

The plaintiff's mother, who knew the land
well, observed the encroachment of the wall
and informed Surveyor X. X returned to
survey the position of the wall in February
1995 and confirmed the encroachment of
700 mm. Eventually the boundary dispute
was brought to the High Court.

"A land surveyor in Hong Kong has a difficult
job when he is asked to do what the plaintiff
and defendant ask their land surveyors to
do. The tools available to him are not
precision instruments. All that he can do is
to look at the DD sheet of the land
concerned, which is on a scale of 1:1980, so
the location of physical objects on the
ground could not be depicted with any great
accuracy. He can also use the Land Record
plan on a scale of 1:1000, so again, not an
accurate representation of what exist on the
ground. The surveyor must then compare
what he sees on the plans with what
appears on the ground, attempting to
reconcile the two as much as possible. Itisa
pretty rough system. It is simply not possible
to place a boundary with more accuracy than
within about 1 metre." The judge remarked.

On Surveyor X's fix of the mid-line of the
bund as common boundary, the judge
remarked that the bund was old, subject to
normal wear and tear from erosion and
human and animal activity, that one would
expect with what was simply a ditch
excavated from the soil. He did not accept
that a land surveyor could fix the outer limits
of the bund with any great degree of
accuracy. Nor was any land surveyor able to
say that the bund was placed precisely on
the boundary of two pieces of land.

The judge accepted that the wall erected by
the defendant closely followed the boundary
of his property. He concluded that it was not
possible to say that there had been any
encroachment over that boundary. Nor was
it possible to say that there was no
encroachment at all. There might be some
encroachment, but it was minimal, and one
that should not be of concern to any
reasonable person. It followed that the
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plaintiff's action must fail, and it was
dismissed.

Background Discussion

The point of concern in this dispute is the
700 mm encroachment. The judge did not
believe that a land surveyor could re-
establish the land boundary from the old DD
sheet and Land Record sheet with any
accuracy better than 1 metre. There are
controversial views on this court case. Some
of the land surveyors argue that the
peacefully occupied earth bund between the
two agricultural lands concerned should be
taken as the common boundary even though
the earth bund might have undergone
natural change over the past hundred years.
As occupation is nine points of the law, the
bund should remain as the common
boundary of the two lots. Others believe
that with proper field survey and thorough
investigation, the land boundary of a DD lot,
though re-defined by different land
surveyors, should be identical or nearly
identical with one another. Depending on
the permanency of the physical features
which demarcate the boundary, they believe
that DD lots can be re-defined to better than
1 metre. There are also opinions that the
difference of 700 mm is small. The loss in
area and its value in money terms are not
significant enough to go for the lawsuit. In
view of the high expense of litigation, the
dispute should be settled out of court.

As this was before the enactment of the
Land Survey Ordinance, and in the lack of a
Code of Practice under the Ordinance,
different land surveyors might have different
approaches and standards of land boundary
survey. In this case it appears that some of
the boundary data were scaled off from an
|dentification Plan (now renamed as Lot

Index Plan which correlates the lots in the
DD sheets with the physical features in the
Basic Survey sheets) and transferred to the
ground. As the accuracy of the plan is not up
to sub-metre standard, therefore when
setting out the boundary on ground using
the current control points, the 700 mm
difference between the setting out points on
the ground and the mid-line of the bund is
highly passible. It may be worth mentioning
here that the Basic Survey sheets, over the
past 30 years, had undergone the
conversion from the imperial system to the
metrication system in 1970, the change of
the grid system in 1980 and the digitization
in 1990. The above changes had
deteriorated its accuracy to a certain extent.

The root of the dispute is the inadequacy of
the DD sheet used to define the original lots
to present survey standard. The DD sheets
are of very low precision. They were
appropriate for the circumstances hundred
years ago for recording land ownership and
for fiscal purpose. In short, the original
process was that a land parcel first existed,
it was then surveyed by rather crude survey
method and plotted graphically on a plan at
a scale of 1:1980. The area was
subsequently derived from the plan and
calculated to o.01acre (equivalent to

40.5 square metres as the smallest unit for
rent payment). Therefore, to reverse the
exercise, that is, trying to match the
boundary and area with the physical
features demarcating the boundaries on
ground with accuracies of tenth of a metre in
position and one square metre in area, is
almost an impossible task. In this court
case, the judge realized this point and rightly
made his remark. However, it should not be
concluded from this court case that
surveyors cannot re-define lot boundary to
an accuracy better than 1 metre. It depends
on the permanency of the boundary. For
example in an Old Scheduled House Lot, if
the house concerned remains unchanged

over the past hundred years, the boundary
of the house lot can be re-defined precisely.
It is admitted that re-definition of lot
boundary purely based on the land records
is inadequate and inaccurate, however, if
aided by a detailed ground survey to match
the physical features with those on the DD
sheet, the accuracy can be improved
considerably. This is possible particularly in
areas where the pattern of land has not
changed. Inthe N.T. there are still a large
number of agricultural land where, although
farming is abandoned, the bunds which
separate individual land parcel can still be
found on the ground if carefully searched.

Looking Ahead

Re-defining land parcels in the N.T. in piece-
meal manner is not cost-effective and would
likely arouse suspicion from the neighbours.
The land parcels in a DD sheet cluster,
therefore most of the boundaries are
common boundaries between adjacent lots.
It would be more cost-effective to define all
the lots in a block in one go. The
Government being the lessor of all land in
Hong Kong has the responsibility to maintain
a precise record of the boundaries of the
leased lots. It would therefore be
appropriate for the Government to carry out
a systematic survey of the land in N.T. using
state-of-the-art survey technology to
produce a new version of DD sheets with
precision up to present standards. With this
new version of land records, land surveyors
would be able to re-establish land boundary
up to the tenth of a metre or better. While it
is possible for the Government through
administration means to recognize the
status of this systematic survey being a
more precise definition of the old DD lot
boundary, it is preferable to have a legal
framework to institute it by either expanding
the scope of the Land Survey Ordinance or
enacting a new one. An appeal mechanism
will also be required for landowners who
disagree with the survey.

It is a mishap that this land boundary
dispute case had resulted in litigation. Had
there been a compulsory registration system
whereby Surveyor X was required to deposit
the land boundary plan of his survey to a
central body, and Surveyor Y was required to
inspect whether land boundary surveys had
been carried out in the adjoining lots, then
Surveyor Y might respect the survey by his
fellow surveyor and accepted the earth bund
as the common boundary. There would then
be no litigation.

Currently under the Land Survey Ordinance,
although Authorized Land Surveyaors are
expected to carry out land boundary survey
for re-definition of whole lots up to the
standard specified in the Code of Practice,
they are not obliged to deposit their land
boundary plans with the Land Survey
Authority. On need basis, they normally send
a copy of their land boundary plans to the
Lands Department, however, it is purely on a
voluntary basis. The check on these plans
by the Lands Department may not be
tharough. The difference of 700 mm in the
common boundary in the above court case
could escape notice under the current
cursory check system. To protect the
interests of the public, it is necessary to
introduce a mandatory registration of land
boundary plans whereby every land
boundary survey, be it subdivision or whole
lot, is required to be deposited in a central
land boundary record system maintained by
the Land Survey Authority. Priority could be
given to those who register the lot boundary
first and the lot boundary so registered
would hold good unless challenged and
proved by better and convincing evidence.
This would require amending the Land
Survey Ordinance to include procedures to
deposit and register land boundary plans for
whole lots. H
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Recent Developments

In The Mainland China And Hong Kong
NEW STANDARD CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT

Jacob Lam and Gilbert Kwok
QSD, PRC Sub-Committee

Since our article on the new PRC standard conditions of
contract was published in the August issue of this newsletter,
we have received a number of enquiries about the form. We
would take this opportunity to answer some of these
questions in this issue.

This article is in Chinese (see page21). We have included an
English version for the expatriate members of the Institute.

Q: Is it mandatory to use the new standard conditions of
contract issued by the government?

A: There is no legal obligation to use the new standard form in
PRC projects. The contracting parties may choose not to
use the new standard form or may adopt part of the form.

However, as the new form was drafted by reference to
existing PRC laws and regulations and the current
construction contract administration and management
practice, the form is recommended to be used in PRC
projects.

In addition, a number of local authorities have made it
mandatory to use the form. It is therefore necessary to use
the form in those areas.

Q: What is the composition of this new form?

A: The new form is divided into the articles of agreement, the
general conditions and the special conditions. The new
articles of agreement was drafted by reference to
international practice and was based on clause 1 of the
1991 edition of the conditions of contract.

Q: What types of cantracts are suitable to use this new form?

A: The new form is only suitable for construction contracts.

Q: What are the laws and regulations governing construction
activities in the Mainland China?

A: The Construction Law (1998), the Contract Law (1999), the
Bidding Law (2000) and the Regulations on the
Management of Construction Project Quality (zoo00), form
the legal framework (which is called "3 laws and 1
regulation" in the Mainland China) regulating construction
activities. Such framework needs to be supplemented by
the administrative rules and regulations to be promulgated
by the PRC government and administrative bodies.

BRITEH T SRR AR

Regarding the question whether the New Contract Law ] A
applies, we should note the following rules:-
(1) Forthose contracts, which have been formed after the 5
New Contract Law was promulgated, the New Contract
Law applies.
(2) Forthose contracts, which were formed before the New
Contract Law was promulgated, the former laws and
regulations apply unless there are no relevant
stipulations under the former laws and regulations
when the relevant provisions of the New Contract Law
apply. o
(3) Forthose contracts formed before the New Contract Law %
came into effect, but the obligations under these
contracts have continued after the New Contract Law
came into force, Part 4 of the New Contract Law applies
to such obligations.
: What improvements can be made to the new form?
: The new contract is divided into 3 parts, namely the
articles of agreement, the general conditions and the
special conditions. The same subject matter might be R
mentioned in all 3 parts and might even be referred to in 2
the letter of acceptance. This might cause confusion in '
understanding or interpreting the contract concerned. Itis
therefore suggested that the general conditions and the &
special conditions be combined into a single document. %

: What is the nature of the articles of agreement?

A: After all the terms of the agreement including those in the

special conditions have been agreed by the contracting
parties, they will confirm this by signing the articles of
agreement.

: What should be noted in using the new form?

: There are more than 4o clauses or sub-clauses in the

general conditions that need to be amended or
supplemented by the provisions in the special conditions.
In general, the special conditions will need to be discussed
and agreed between the employer and the contractor after
a contractor has been selected. M
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Visit to Glass Factory in Shenzhen
Continued from Page 4

Group photograph of the delegation with Mr Zhong
Zhongliu at the centre of the fronf row

Insulation properties of LOW-E coated insulating
glass demonstration

Group members looking closely into the production
of float glass
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11 November 2000 (Saturday)

Theatre 2, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (Old IVmg) Wan Chai
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With the dawn of the millénnium is the emergence of a “new” economy spurred by technological advancement and globalization. A rcchnologzca] revo[uuon, coupled
with evolving institutional and power relationships at the local, regional and international levels, has stimulared economic productivity but at the same time has
created socio-economic and ecological challenges. Global cities today have to actively participate in the global economy and stay at the forefront of technological

development while at the same time maintaining a good quality of life for all citizens.

This is the reason why the theme “Re-inventing Global Cities” is chosen for the 20th Anniversary Conference of the Centre of Utban Plannmé and Environmental
Management, The University of Hong Kong, We have invited prominent scholars and policy makers from the “Inter-city Network in the Asian I’az:lﬁcR&gmn and
other global cities to discuss strategies for re-inventing their cities. Cities to be discussed include: European cities, Sydney, Osaka, Seoul, Smgzporc, Taipei, Jakarta,
Hanoi, Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. A welcoming address will be given by Professor Sir Peter Hall, one of the world’s most eminent scholars in the field. At
the Conference, the Centre will also present the findings of a year-long research project on “Re-engineering the city: Hong Kong in the ZISﬁcenmry We will try
to position Hong Kong against other global cities and suggest re-inventing directions and oprions. \

This International Conference is a gathering of great minds to i

discuss how global cities re-invent themselves in the face of

globalization, technological revolution and the challenges of sustainable

development. Please join our dialogue at the Conference ro consider m
possible paths of re-inventing global cities!

Organize by: Main Sponsor: Sponsors:
*\“unus m%&.;,

THE CENTRE OF URBAN PLANNING & é“é
I ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 3
e BRI %
L1 - +

P
i YOO S ®
. B - Ny
I The Honghang Electrie Co,, Ltd, PR 7 . ‘?vﬁ_ E
ey & AARABMAT HONG KOAG HIDUSING SOCHTY ESRI e
“

\

Early bird (on or before 16 October 2000) : HK$1,200
Normal (after 16 October 2000) : HK$1,500

: Miss Mary Kwok / Miss Aileen Wong

Tel : (852) 2859-2722 ax : (852) 2540-5927
Email : tywong@hkusua.hlu.hk  Web site : http://www.hku.hk/cupem

. Pl Swire Properties

PROJECTION

Where will your projects be tomorrow?

Project Cost Control & Administration
Web Collaboration
Financial Management
Resource Management
Asset Management
Document Management
Procurement
Enterprise Wide Integration
Web Development
Software Development

Projection (HK) Ltd

Telephone +852 2973 6243 = Facsimile +852 2537 8063
Web www.projection.com.hk = Email info@projection.com.hk

HONG KONG \LIA PHILIP

Apology Notice

“Lack of Trend and Standards in the Premia approved
by the Lands Department” (translation of the Chinese
title), the Apple Daily, 1st August 1999

“| extend my apologies to the Lands Department Estate
Surveyors Association and it’s members regarding any
offence or adverse inference which might have been
drawn from the captioned article. Any perceived
ambiguity in the article was purely inadvertent. The
subsequent articles in several newspapers on 24
August 2000 were not initiated by me.”

Charles Lai
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