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THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF

SURVEYORS

Your Ref:  AD/EB1/97

28 September 2007

Director of Buildings By Fax & Post
Buildings Cepartment 2626 1132
12/F-18/F, Piongér Centre

750 Nathan Road

Mongkok

Kowloon

Atin.: Mr. Paul Pang, AD/EB1

Dear Sir,

Consuiltation on the Reguirements of Registered Inspectars
for Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme

Thank you for your letter (Ref. AD/EB1/97) of 5 September 2007 segking our
comments on the requirements of the Registered inspectar (RI) system for ihe
proposed Mandatory Building inspection Scheme (MBIS).

Whilst we share Govermment's concern on the need to assure the performance of
service providers, it appears that establishment of a proper regulatory system for Rl is
inevitable. The steer to et up & stalulory registration system under the Buildings
Ordinance Is therefore supported. However. we would fike to offer the following
comments for your consideration fo enable a team of professional and competent
inspection experns can be set up In arder to achieve the ganuine need and ullimaiz
desire of building owiners.

Qur comments are set qut correspondingly to the headings and seguence cof the
consuitation paper attached with your letter

Proposed Reguirements for Reqistered inspector

1. We agreed that proper academic training leading to professionai qualification s a
prerequisite requirement of potential Rls. However, it is noted that cenam
academic curricuta do not provide sufficlent training in areas of building conlirel
and buifding maintenance technology, which are considered as the fundamentai
knowledge of building inspection. Therefore, we strongly requested that only
those professionals possessing with these (wa areas of expertise shail be
consldered.
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In respect of core Waining leading to the professional qualification. it shauld be
noted that training in connection with buitding construction Is entirely different
from building inspection and maintenance. The potential R must be equipped
with on-the-job. training essendially on building control, maintenance. candition
survey and diagnesls of defects.

Sirntlarly, any potential Ri, aithough being professionally qualified in respective
professional institutes, they should also be continuously developing ther skills

‘and working experience with core competency in building controt. maintenance.

condition survey and diagnosis of defects. Although working experience in

building design and conslruction would be an advantage, this should not be

counted towards the minimum requirement of 3 years posi-gualfication
experience.

Registered Professional Surveyor (Buidding Surveying) (RPS{BS)) are indeed
the most appropriate professional to perform the function as R iaking into

‘account their training relevant in both academic background and werking

experience on areas of building control, maintenance, condition survey and
diagnosis of defects. If other building professionals possess simifar academic
background and working experience, they may aise be considered as Rls.
However, il is opined that only those building professionals who could fulfill the
minimum requitements to become qualified as AP -or RSE under the Building
QOrdinance are considered suilable, which should alse inglude Registered
Professional Surveyor (Quantity Surveying) (RPS{QS)).

Proposed Reqistration Procedures

5

Formation of a Registered Inspector Registration Committee (RIRC) to assisi the
Building Authority (BA} in considering applications for inclusion in the Rt Register
is appropriate as this could lead to objective assessment to applicalions.

TaKing into account of the professional training background of RPS(BS) and
considering that they are customarily being employed, by both public such as
your Department, ArchSD, Housing Authority and private organizaions, as
professionals to perform the function of building control. condition survey
maintenance angd diagnosis of defects, they should be automatically gualitied as
Ris without the need of further interview by the RIRC.

Whilst other building professionals who may not be similarly trained 10 such
areas either relevant in academic background or working experience. an
interview conducted by the RIRC in order to assess their suitability is deemed
necessary.

The future RIRC shall only be composed of representatives from those
professional instltutes which are able to provide qualified Rl together with
representatives from the Building Authority.
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APIRSE Applying for Reqistration as Regqistered Inspector

8 Inour comments to the then Housing, Plannlng and Lands Bureau of 13 March
2006 in connection with the Public Censultation on MBIS, we have emphasized
that AP and RSE are no doubt professiohals experienced in building design and
structural elements of building works whilst condition survey and bulding
maintenance  are specialized subjects for existing buildings.  As describad
above, anly those AP and RSE with academic ang professional rainmg in
prescribed areas are considered competent for reglstration as Ri.

10, If AP or RSE has oply been engaged in a building construction praject during the
period of 7 years immediately preceding the date of application, such acceptance
criterla are indeed far lower than the requirements of other regisiered
professionals, not to mention their irrelevance of working experience. 1t s
opined that all AP or RSE must ajso be required of 3 years post-qualification
‘experience in core competencies of buliding control, maintenance, condition
survey and diagnosis of defects. Professional interview requirement could only

. be waived for those candidales who possess experience axceeding the
minimum requirements and who have been gersonally dealt with statutery repair
ordier.

1. As a transitional arrangement at the outset of MBIS with an aim to enzble 3
readily available RI list for procurement of services by the public, it is agreed that
the first registration of qualified AP or RSE as Rl can be admimistered by the BA
on one-off basis. However the future registration and renewal should te
conducted by the RIRC similar lo olher candidates. It Is because maintenance
of two separate regislration systems of Rl not only leads the public to a
misconception of the varying qualifications. but also adds éxtra public expenses
in the administration.

As a professional institute which representing the qualified building surveyars far the
provision ¢f professional services in areas of building control, maintenance, condition
survey and similar advice, we have offered our comments with due consideraton of
the current market situation and genuine needs of building owners  We do hope that
ihe above would he incorposated In formulating the future regulatory sysiem of Ri

. Should you have any further queries, please feel fiee to contact the undersigned at
2526 3678.

Yours faithfully,

\ m Aa.
\\RaJ mond Chan

President

¢.c. Chairman of Building Suiveying Division
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