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DESCRIPTIQN: PRESIDENTFILE/CORRESPONDENCE REF: D/TE 1: 2006/12/13 DATE 2: 2007

THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF

SURVEYORS
Your Ref: A D /E B i/9 7  

28 S e p te m b e r  2 0 0 7

Director of Buildings By Fax & Post
Buildings Department 2626 1132
12/F-18/R Pioneer Centre
750 Nathan Road
Wlongkok

Kowloon

Attn.: Mr. Paul Pa no. AD/EB1

參

#

Dear S i「_

Consultation on the Requirements o f Registered Inspectors 
for Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme

Thank you for your letter {Ref. AD/EB1/97) of 5 September 2007 seeking our 
comments -on the requirem ents of the- Registered inspector (Rl) system for the 

proposed Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme (MBIS).

Whilst we share Government's concern on the need to assure the performance of 
service providers, it appears that establishment of a. proper regulatory system for Rl is 
inevitable. The steer to set up a statutory registration system under the Buildings 
Ordinance i s  therefore supported. However, w e  would like to oiier the following 
co m m e n ts  for your consideration  to en ab le  a team  of  professional and com petent  

inspection exp erts  c a n  be se t  up In order to a ch ieve  the g en u in e  n eed  and ultimaie 
d esire  of building'owners.

〇u「 comments are set out correspondingly to the headings and sequence of the 
consultation paper a ttached  with your letter

Proposed Requirements for Registered Inspector

1. We agreed that proper academic training.leading to professional qualification is a 
prerequisite requirem ent of potential RIs. However, it is noted that cenam  

academic curricula do not provide sufficient training in areas of building control 
and building maintenance technology, which are considered as the fundamental 
k n o w le d g e  of building inspection. Therefore, w e  strongly requested  that only 

those professionals possessing with these Iwo areas of expertise shall be 
considered.
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2 In r e sp e c t  o f  core training leading to the professional qualification, it should be 

noted that training In connect ion  with building construction Is entirely different 
from building inspection and maintenance. The potential Rl must be equipped 
with on-the-jdb. training. essentialJy on building control, m aintenance, condition 
survey and diagnosis of defects.

3 Similarly, any potential Rl, although being professionally qualified in respective 
p rofess iona l institutes, they  should a lso  be continuously develop ing  their skids 

.and working experience wfth core :competency in building control, maintenance. 
Gondition survey and diagnosis of defects. Although working experience in 
building design and construction would be an advantage, this should not be 
couhteti towards the minimum requirement of 3 years posl-qualificstfon 
experience.

4. Regis.tefed Professional Surveyor (Building Surveying) (RPS(BS)) are indeed 
the m o st  appropriate professional to perform tbe functton a s  Rl taking into 

•account their training relevant in both academic background and working 
e x p e r ie n c e  on ar^as of building, control, m aintenance,  condition survey and 

diagnosis of. defects. If Other building professionals possess simifar acad em ic  

background and working exp erience,  they m ay a lso  be con sid ered  a s  RIs. 
However, it is opined that only th o se  building professionals  w h o  cou£d fulfill the 

minimum requirements to become qualified as AP-or RSE under the Building 
O rdinance a're co n s id ered  suitable, which should a lso  include Registered  

Professional Surveyor (Quantify Surveying) (RPS(Q'S)).

Proposed Registration Procedures

#

5 Formation o f  a R egistered  Inspector Registration. Comm ittee (RIRC) to ass is t  the 
Building Authority in considering applications for inclusion in the Rl Register  
is appropriate as this could lead to objective assessment to applications.

6 Taking into account of  the professional training background of R P S (B S ) and 

considering that they are customarily being, employed, by both public such as 
your Department: ArchSD, Housing Authority and private organizations, as  

p rofess ion a ls  to perform the function of  building control, condition suivey. 
m a in te n a n c e  and d ia g n o s is  of defects,  they should be automatically qualified as  
RIs without the n e e d  of further interview by the RIRC.

7 Whilst other building p rofess ionals  who m ay not be similarly trained in such  
a rea s  either relevant in a ca d em ic  backgm und or wofkirsg experience,  an 

Interview con d ucted  by the RIRC in order to a s s e s s  their suitability is d eem e d  

n ece ssa r y .

8. The fuWre RIRC shall only be composed of representatives from those
p rofess iona l institutes which are able to provide qualified Rl together with 

representatives from the Building Authority.
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AP/RSE Applying for Registration as Registered Inspector

9. In our comments to the then Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau of 13 March 
2006 in connection with the Public Cptisultatton on MBIS. we. have emphasised 
tliat AP and RSE are no'-doubt professionals experienced in building des ign  and 
strudural e le邮nts o f building works whilst condition survey and buEldmg 
m aintenance- are sp ec ia l ized  su bjects  for existing buildings. A s described  

s b d v e ,  only th o se  A P and R S E  y/ith acad em ic  and professional training in 

prescribed areas are considered competent for registration as RL

10. If AP or RSE has only been engaged in a building construction project during the 
period of 7 years immediately preceding the date of application, such acceptance 
criierta are in d eed  far lower than th e  requirements, of other registered  

p rofess iona ls ,  not to mention their irrelevance of working exp er ience .  It is 

opined that all A P  or R SE  m；us5 ai^o be required of  3  years p o s t—qualification 
E xp er ien ce  in core c o m p e te n c ie s  o f  building control, m aintenance, condition 

su rv e y  and. d ia g n o s is  o f  d efec ts .  Professional interview requirement could only 
b e  wsTfved for th o se  can d idates  w h o  p o s s e s s  ex p er ien ce  e x c e e d in g  the 

minimum requirem ents and w h o  h ave  b e e n  personally dealt  with statutory repair 

order.

11. A s a transitional arrangem ent at the outset of. MBIS with an aim to en ab le  a 
readily available. Rl list for procurement of serv ices  by the public, it is agreed
the registration Of qualified A P or R SE  a s  R'l ca n  be administered by the BA 

on o.neroff basis;  However,, the future, registration and renewal should be  
con d u cted  by the  RIRC similar to other candidates. It Is. b e c a u s e  m aintenance  

of tv^o separate registration systems of Rl not only leads the public to a 
m iscon cep t ion  o f  the varying quaiificatibns. but a lso  ad ds extra pubfic e x p e n s e s  
in the  administration,

As a professional institute which representing the qualified building surveyors for the 

provision of  professional se r v ic e s  in areas  of building control, m aintenance, condition 

survey and similar advice , w e  h a v e  offered our com m en ts  with due consideration of 
(he current markel situation and gen u ine  n e e d s  of building owners W e do h ope that 

ih e  a b o v e  would b e  Incorporated in formulating the future regulatory sy s tem  of Rl

Should you  have any  
2 5 2 6  3 6 7 9 .  '

Yours faithfully,

further queries, p lea se  feel free to contact the undersigned at

Raymond Ghan 
President

c.c. Chairman of Building Surveying Division
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