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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Building Surveying Division

Kenneth YUN
Chairman

Officer Bearers and Council Members 2009/2010

Chairman :  Kenneth YUN Ying-kit

Vice Chairman : Robin LEUNG Chi-tim

  Vincent HO Kui-Yip

Hon. Secretary : Ms Rebecca LO Mei-tak

Hon. Treasurer : Nathan LEE Hoi-tat

Council Members:   CHEUNG Tin-cheung

  Alan SIN Kwok-leung

  Peter WONG Se-king

  Philip TSE Chi-ming

  Daniel CHANG Wai-ip

  Ms WONG Kam-wah

  Daniel PONG Yiu-po

  Andrew LAM Wai-keung

  Ms Grace CHENG Wai-yee

  Andrew KUNG Sui-lung

  Peter DY Wai-fung

  Kenny TSE Chi-kin

  Ms Margaret CHAN Ka-man

  Billy WONG Kin-yee

  Jason LAW Chin-keung

Immediate Past Chairman :  WONG Loi Fat Alex

The number of corporate members under Building 
Surveying Division increased to 910 and we had 630 
probationers under professional training. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank for the efforts paid 
by the Divisional Education Committee, the assessors 
and the probationers. Without their concerted efforts, 
we could not have the 6% surge in membership 
during 2009/10.  

Volunteer Building Inspection Scheme

2010 was a challenging year especially after the 
collapse of the concrete building at No. 45J Matauwai 
Road on 29 January 2010. Our expertise in surveying 
buildings was challenged by a Legislative Councilor 
publicly on a live TV programme on 31 January 2010.  
With the support from core members of our council, 
we issued a press release in response to the challenge 
on 1 February 2010.
 

Scene after the tragedy of collapse at 45J Ma Tau Wai Road on 
29 January 2010.Council for 2009-10 in Annual Dinner



Th
e H

o
n

g
 K

o
n

g
 In

stitu
te o

f Su
rveyo

rs

48 The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors Directory and Annual Report 2009-2010

Our spokesman Mr Raymond Y M Chan and Mr David W W Chan 
arrived at the scene shortly after the collapse of No.45J Ma Tau Wai 
Road and were being interviewed by the media concerning the 
reasons of the building collapse.

Strengthening and temporary works were installed 
to 45J & 45H Ma Tau Wai Road before the Chinese 
New Year.

Moreover, a three-month Voluntary Building Inspection 
Scheme was announced on 5 February 2010 with 
extensive media coverage. It aimed at providing free 
inspection service to owners of residential buildings 
aged between 30 and 50 years. I am proud of the 
coherence of our profession as there were more than 
100 fellow Building Surveyors and probationers joined 
the BS Volunteer Team. Without their prompt supports, 
the Scheme would not have been so successful.

Through the participation, the volunteers should 
have benefited from the briefing sessions and their 
surveying skills should have been reinforced.  After 
the three-month period, 107 enquires were handled 
and inspections to 28 buildings were carried out by 
our volunteer teams. We believe the enquirers have 
grasped a rough idea on the overall condition of their 
buildings as not only their flats, but also the common 
areas of the buildings were inspected. On 29 June 
2010, a press conference was held to announce 
the results and findings in our surveys. In the same 
evening, HKIS organized a dinner and distributed 
appreciation certificates to the volunteers.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the members 
of the steering group, the coordinators and all 

participants of the Scheme for their supports as they 
showed Building Surveyors care the society.

Publications

The following publications was released and is about 
to be released:

1. General Specifications for Maintenance Works
 The first edition was released in June 2010. Hard 

copies are available in the HKIS office for BSD 
members, probationers and students to collect 
while soft copy is available in our website for free 
download. Thanks for the effort from convenor 
Mr Alan Sin and the working group members 
including Mr Nathan Lee, Mr Vincent Ho, Mr Edwin 
Tang and myself.

2. Standard Form of Contract for Maintenance and 
Renovation Works 

 This joint venture project with QSD is about to be 
completed under the continuous effort paid by 
the working group members.

Public Consultations

Our views on building-related matters were expressed 
through written submissions and the LegCo Panel 
Meeting during the public consultations periods.

1. Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme (MBIS) and 
Mandatory Window Inspection Scheme (BWIS)

 B u i l d i n g  s u r veyo r s  a re  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
stakeholders of MBIS and MWIS.  Mr Vincent Ho 
represented the Institute to attend a Legco’s Panel 
Meeting in March 2010 to show our support to the 
scheme and to express our views on the proposed 
legislat ion framework. We kept providing 
constructive comments to Buildings Department 
on the draft Code of Practice, especially on the 
proposed mechanism for Registered Inspectors 
through Legislative Councilor Hon Professor 
Patrick Lau.

Group photo of our volunteer team and HKIS Office Bearers in a dinner 
of 29 June 2010.
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2. Public Engagement on Measures to Foster a Quality 
and Sustainable Built Environment

 Following the release of summary paper, we kept 
taking the lead to monitor this issue on behalf 
of the Institute with written response submitted 
to the Buildings Department (BD) and the 
Development Bureau (DEVB) on the proposed 
control measures on inflated flats.

3. Draft Code of Practice for Fire Safety of Buildings
 Our representative attended BD's working group 

meeting and provided our inputs.

4. Updating of Codes of Practice for Minimum Fire 
Service Installations and Equipment and Inspection, 
Testing and Maintenance of Installations and 
Equipment

 We actively participated in the consultation by 
providing our comments on the draft revisions.

Relationship with the Media

I n  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 , w e  c o n t i n u e d  i nv i t i n g  t h r e e 
experienced and esteemed practitioners - Mr 
Raymond Chan, Mr David Chan and our V ice 
Chairman Mr Vincent Ho to be our spokespersons. 
Through their established links with the press and 
electronic media, our views and comments on the 
Annual Budget of the Government of the HKSAR, 
Building Design to Foster a Quality and Sustainable 
Built Environment and control of inflated flats, etc. 
were widely expressed.  Moreover, reports including 
our views on Building Surveying-related subjects 
were exposed more frequently on media and I believe 
these have enhanced our image to the public.

Outreaching

In the past year, Mr Raymond Chan and I attended the 
World Organisation of Building Officials Conference 
held in Mexico City and we met international building 
officials from the United States and Australia.  

Mr Edwin Tang and Mr Robin Leung attended the 
Asia Pacific Symposium for Building Officials held in 
New Zealand and they have re-established our links 
with our counterparts in Oceania. Mr Peter Wong and 
Mr Edwin Tang represented the Institute to deliver a 
speech at the Australian Institute of Building Surveyors 
Annual Conference. Moreover, we have been actively 
liaising with our South East Asian counterparts to 
establish a Pacific regional organization for building 
surveyors. 

Mr Alex Wong, Mr Vincent Ho, Mr Robin Leung, Mr 
Nathan Lee, Mr Arthur Cheung and I joined other HKIS 
representatives led by Mr Peter Wong, Senior Vice-
President 2009-2010, to attend the 2010 Shanghai 
International Project Management Conference of 
which HKIS was one of the organizing organizations. 
Moreover, Mr Daniel Lam and Mr Albert Cheung Hau 
Wai represented HKIS to speak at the Conference. 
With active supports from Mr Billy Wong, Mr Edgar Li 
and Ms Iris Lee to Mr Peter Wong in the organizing 
committee, the conference was held successfully. 

From Left: Nathan Lee, Vincent Ho, Kenneth Yun, Daniel Lam, Peter 
Wong, Samson Wong, Alex Wong, Stephen Lai, Robin Leung

Mr Raymond Chan met Expositors, Mr Robert Solomon (Central) and 
Mr Keith Mansfield (Right), in the Mexico Fire Expo 2010.

I believe through these outreaching activities, 
we have strengthened our relationship with the 
international organizations, including the World 
Organisation of Building Officials (WOBO), the New 
Zealand Institute of Building Officials, the Australian 
Institute of Building Surveyors, the Shanghai 
Construction Consultants Association and the China 
Association of Engineering Consultant.

Mutual Recognition between Building Surveyor 
from Hong Kong and Member of China Association 
of Engineering Consultant (CAEC)

Since the mutual recognition ceremony was held in 
late 2007, the first batch of recognition was finally 
completed by the end of 2010, in which 3 CAEC 
members obtained HKIS membership and 2 BSD 
members were registered to practise as engineering 
consultants in Guangdong Province.
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In order to assist  members meeting the pre-
requisite requirements for registering as Engineering 
Consultant in Mainland, an 1.5-day CPD event was 
organized from 9 to 10 July 2010 in Shenzhen with 
the assistance from CAEC. The event aimed to assist 
members partially fulfilling the 96-hour compulsory 
CPD requirement which should normally be achieved 
through e-learning and assessment programme 
offered by CAEC. 91 members attended the first day 
seminar while another 38 members joined the site 
visit on the second day. 

CPD Events and BS Conference 2010

13 CPD events were organized or co-organised by 
BSD within 2010 and I believe members should have 
benefited from these CPD events.

Whilst a week postponement of the event due to the 
arrival of Typhoon Megi, BS Conference 2010 with the 
subject of “The 21st Century Building Maintenance 
Trend” was successfully held on 30 October 2010. 
I believe the attendees found the conference very 
informative and useful to their professional careers.

The Secretary for Development, Mrs Carrie Lam delivered her keynote 
speech in the Conference.

Though the Conference was deferred due to Typhoon Megi, it still 
attracted more than 200 attendants.

Presentation of souvenirs to our guest speakers at the Conference.

Other Initiatives

1. Working Group to follow up maintenance initiatives
 This working group will take care of the current 

building maintenance-related issues and public 
consultations on maintenance aspects like 
Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme and 
Mandatory Window Inspection Scheme.

2. Expert Determination on Water Seepage
 In view of the formation of joint mediation 

centre, we anticipate that the number of disputes 
relating to water seepage will increase and hence 
the demand for alternative means of dispute 
resolution in turn. Our task force has secured HKU 
SPACE to organize an Executive Certificate course 
on Expert Determination so as to equip our 
members in the practice of expert determination 
on water seepage.

3. Attract secondary school students to take surveying 
courses

 A scholarship scheme will be offered to secondary 
school students aiming to attract them taking 
surveying courses in their future education.

Vote of Thanks

With the assistance and supports from Office Bearers, 
Council Members, Co-opted Members, representatives 
from YSG, and an increasing number of active young 
members, we made 2009-2010 a memorable council 
year.  I would like to take this opportunity to express 
my sincere gratitude to those who devoted their 
time and effort to the Council as well as the future 
development of Building Surveying Profession. 
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

General Practice Division 

Francis HK NG
Chairman

A Fruitful Year 

F ollowing on the challenging and uncertain 
years of 2008 and 2009, 2010 was a year for 

rejuvenation. Economy recovery soared after the 
financial tsunami in 2008 and uncertainties in 2009. 
Local property market was hectic in 2010 as average 
residential price raised by 20%. Property professionals 
played an active role during this period and had been 
mindful of the housing market bubbles. Meanwhile, 
the GPD Council had very active involvement in 
providing expert advice on all property matters.

GP Division Annual General Meeting 2010

The GPD AGM was successfully held on 18 November 
2010. The Chairman and Treasurer Reports were 
presented in the AGM.

AGM 2010

Chairman reporting in AGM

The current Council comprises the following office 
bearers and members: 

Name Post

Chairman: NG Hang-kwong, Francis

Vice Chairmen: CHAN Chiu-kwok, Charles

CHIU Kam-kuen

FOK Eugina

PANG Ho-chuen, Lawrence

Honorary Secretary: WAN Wai-ming, Tony

Honorary Treasurer: AU Sing-hei, Edward

Council Members: CHAN Chak-sum, Jason

CHAN Hon-kwong, Louie

CHAN Kam-ping, Karen

CHAN Kwok-kin, Slayman

CHOY Man-wai, Leo

HO Chin-choi, Joseph

LAM Yam-on, Jim

LAU Chun-kong

NG Ho-kei, Roy

POON Kai-man, Simon

TANG Chiu-man, Thomas

TSE Wai-hung, Cliff

WONG Chit-kwong, Brian

Immediate Past Chairman: POON Wing-cheung, Lawrence

Members of the various Working Committees, 
Panels and Boards

In facing the heavy workload, the Council has 
appointed members to serve in various committees, 
panels and boards. In addition, we have nominated 
the following members to act as GPD Representatives 
in HKIS Boards: -
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HKIS Boards

Name of Boards GPD’s representatives

Board of Education Lawrence POON / Thomas TANG

Board of Membership Eugina FOK / Augustine WONG

Board of Professional 
Development

Slayman CHAN / Charles CHAN

Surveyors Registration 
Board

Lawrence POON / 
Joseph HO / Thomas TANG

Editorial Board AU Sing-hei Edward

HKIS Committees / Working Groups

Name of Committees 
/ Working Groups

GPD’s representatives

Annual Conference 
Organizing Committee

Eugina FOK/ Karen CHAN

Annual Dinner 
Organizing Committee

Kason CHEUNG

CEPA Committee Charles CHAN, KK CHIU

Community and 
Charity Services 
Committee

Cliff TSE/ Eric HO/ Slayman CHAN

Dispute Resolution 
Committee

Lawrence PANG/ Louis CHAN

Editorial Board Edward AU

Heritage Working 
Group

Eric HO/ Simon CHENG

IT Committee Cliff TSE

Mainland Affairs 
Committee

Lawrence POON/ K K CHIU

Finance Committee AU Sing-hei Edward

Members Welfare 
Committee

Kason CHEUNG

Project Management 
Committee

Joseph HO

Public and Social 
Affairs Committee

Thomas TANG/ Roy NG

Strategic Planning 
Committee

Francis NG/ Jason CHAN

Housing Policy Panel Lawrence POON

Research Committee Jim LAM/ S K PANG

Tree Management 
Working Group

Simon CHENG

HKIS/ RICS Liaison 
Committee

Joseph HO

Administration 
Committee

Eugina FOK

To handle specific areas, we adopted the same 
working panel structure as the last Council. The 

following panels as well as the respective Convenors 
are endorsed: -

Name of Working Panels GPD’s representatives

Business and Property 
Valuation Standards

Joseph HO (Convenor)

CPD Panel Simon POON (Convenor)

Disciplinary and 
Professional Ethics Panel

Jim LAM (Convenor)

Education Committee Thomas TANG / Louie CHAN 
(Co-convenors)

External Affairs Panel K K CHIU (Convenor)

Public Relations Panel Karen CHAN (Convenor)

Professional Practice Panel Tony WAN (Convenor)

Sales and Letting Panel Kason CHEUNG  (Convenor)

Signing of Memorandum of Understanding with 
Various Professional Institutes

A t  t h e  4 t h  Wo r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Va l u a t i o n 
Organizations (WAVO) held on 25 November 2009, 
a Memorandum of Understanding for Recognition 
of Designations was signed between various 
professional institutes including the Australian 
Property Institute (API), Appraisal Institute of Canada 
(AIC), the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS), 
Property Institute of New Zealand (PINZ) and 
Singapore Institute of Surveyors and Valuers (SISV).  
We were very pleased to witness this important 
ceremony in Guilin, PRC.

Membership Reciprocity with the China Institute 
of Real Estate Appraisers and Estate Agents 
(CIREA)

After the forum held on 19 March 2009, the last GPD 
Council formed a Working Group to take follow up 
action on the second reciprocity arrangement with 
CIREA. To expedite process, we had strengthened the 
Working Group with the following members, namely 
Francis Ng (Chairman), Charles Chan, Edward Au, 
Lawrence Poon, Tony Wan, Karen Chan and Simon 
Poon (Members). HKIS had on 14 September 2010 
signed a Supplementary Agreement with the CIREA. It 
enhances the procedures and requirements for future 
reciprocal recognition. Under the Supplementary 
Agreement the number of candidates for each 
Institute was set at no more than 100.  Follow-up 
negotiation on the implementation of the reciprocity 
arrangement with CIREA was conducted afterwards.  
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Shortly after finalization of the candidates name list, 
the Council had arranged a whole-day CPD seminar 
(namely  中國估價概要及內地房地產估價師資格互
認考核研討會) on 8 January 2011 to top up China 
experience for those applicants who were short of 
the required mainland practical experience. About 
80 members attended this CPD including those who 
already got the previous relevant mainland working 
experience, those who had to make up the deficit 
and some members who were on the waiting list. 
Professor J. P. Liao of Sun Yat-sen University was 
invited to give a lecture on real estate valuations 
in the mainland, including the legal position of 
property valuation, routes leading to a professional 
valuer and registration system of qualified valuers in 
China. Moreover, Professor Liao explained in detail 
on various methods of valuation adopted in the 
mainland. 

Two of our vice chairmen also gave their talks on 
land/valuation methods in the mainland.

A two-day training sessions and test leading to 
the qualification of CIREA under the Reciprocity 
Agreement was organized on 12 to 13 March 2011 
at Shenzhen.  Certificates for those who passed the 
CIREA assessment were presented at the closing 
ceremony.

GPD Fellowship Dinner

A fellowship dinner was held on 17 February 2011. 
We were honored to have our President, joining the 
dinner. In a relaxed atmosphere, members exchanged 
views on future of the divisions, institute and the 
industry with the senior and council members. All 
attendees had an enjoyable evening.

Continuous Professional Development Panel

Our CPD Event Convenor, Mr Simon Poon has been 
actively organizing important events for GPD 
members. We are delighted to have speakers from 
various sectors / stakeholders who are experienced 
practitioners to speak on different subjects. The 
following topics were covered:

Date Topics Speaker(s)

25 February 
2010

Light Pollution - What It 
Is, Why We Care, How We 
Know and What to Do

Dr Chun Shing 
Jason Pun

18 March 
2010

How surveyors can 
apply finance and stock 
market knowledge in 
daily works to become a 
better professional?

Mr Phemey Pon

25 March 
2010

Building Operation and 
Maintenance in the 21st 
Century

Ir Professor Daniel 
W T Chan & 
Ir Philip K S Pih

15 April 2010 Wine Knowledge for 
Business Occasions and 
Wine Investment

Mr Karl Lung

6 May 2010 Land (Compulsory Sale 
For Redevelopment) 
Ordinance (CAP 545) - 
Review of Latest Practice

Mr Charles C K 
Chan

3 June 2010 Housing Bubbles in 
Hong Kong and China: A 
Macro Perspective

Mr Chi Lo

24 June 2010 Purchase Price Allocation 
for Account Reporting 
Purpose

Mr Joseph C. Ho

7 July 2010 Comparative Practices: 
Compulsory Purchase in 
Europe

Mr Lawrence Pang

17 July 2010 GPD APC Revision 
Course on Valuation (Part 
One)

Mr Thomas Tang

24 July 2010 GPD APC Revision 
Course on Valuation (Part 
Two)

Mr Thomas Tang

31 July 2010 GPD APC Revision 
Course on Resumption & 
Property Management

Mr Lawrence Pang 
& Mr Louie Chan

14 August 
2010

GPD APC Revision Course 
on Business Valuation, 
and Agency Practice

Mr Lawrence Pang, 
Mr Joseph Ho & 
Mr Louie Chan

26 August 
2010

Wo Shang Wai 
Residential cum Wetland 
Restoration Project - a 
Win-Win Case

Mr Augustine 
Wong Ho Ming

1 September 
2010

The Implementation and 
Impact of New Measures 
for Sale of Uncompleted 
Residential Units in Hong 
Kong

Mr Andrew Yu



Th
e H

o
n

g
 K

o
n

g
 In

stitu
te o

f Su
rveyo

rs

54 The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors Directory and Annual Report 2009-2010

18 
September 
2010

GPD APC Revision 
Course on Valuation (Part 
3) and Rating Valuation

Mr Thomas Tang

27 October 
2010

The Role of a Professional 
Land Surveyor in 
Development Projects

Mr Joseph Y C 
Wong

11 November 
2010

Workshop of Property 
Valuation Report Writing 
for Public Circular 
Purpose in Hong Kong

Mr C K Lau

30 November 
2010

The role of surveyors as 
the expert

Mr F Y KAN

9 December 
2010

New Railway 
Development in HK

Mr Jason Wong & 
Mr Steve Yiu

8 January 
2011

中國估價概要及內地
房地產估價師資格互
認考核研討會

Professor J P Liao, 
Mr K K Chiu and 
Mr Charles Chan

13 January 
2011

Hong Kong Prop 
Market under the US 
Quantitative easing tool

Mr Chi Lo

GPD Delegation Visit to SISV, Singapore

To enhance communication and co-operation with 
our counter-part in Singapore, a delegation of 6 
Council Members led by the Chairman visited the 
Head Office of SISV from 13 to 16 January 2011. 
HKIS delegates were warmly received by SISV. 
We exchanged views with SISV on the current 
professional development in the Region and 
common interests of both Institutes. We agreed 
to have tighter relationship. Co-operation and 
communication should be fur ther enhanced 
with a view to up keep the professional standard 
and development. It was also agreed that the 
two Institutes should conduct regular meetings 
or visits on an annual basis. A Memorandum of 
Understanding in this regard would be signed in 
April 2011.  
  
A visit to the Singapore Housing and Development 
Board (HDB)

On 14 January 2011, HKIS delegates visited the HDB 
which is responsible for planning and developing 
publ ic  housing mainly  in  the form of  Home 
Ownership for about 80% of the population in 
Singapore.  Hosted by Ms Rachael Hee, the Acting 

Deputy Director (Marketing and Projects) and her 
colleagues, a fruitful meeting was held between the 
HDB and HKIS. Deliberations on various topics such 
as Home Ownership Scheme, Public Rental Housing 
etc were conducted in a friendly atmosphere. Views 
on urban renewal policy in Singapore on “En bloc 
Redevelopment Scheme” were exchanged.
  
After the meeting, HDB’s representatives introduced 
their HDB Gallery. From different exhibitions, we 
learned about the rapid growth of Singapore’s public 
housing and how the HDB towns were planned.

The delegates had a chance to visit the first award-
winning and the most iconic public housing project 
in Singapore's history - The Pinnacle@Duxton, 
which was completed in late 2009. The site is about 
20-minute walking distance south of China town. 
The Pinnacle@Duxton comprises seven 50-storey 
HDB blocks, the tallest HDB block in Singapore, which 
caters for the need of the sandwich class. A distinctive 
feature is its sky bridges which linked all 7 housing 
blocks. It is one of the longest continuous sky gardens 
in the world. 

WAVO Meeting in Hong Kong

World Association of Valuation Organisations (WAVO) 
is a body which brings together professional property 
valuation organizations that represent valuers and 
related property consultants employed in private 
practice, business and industry, the public sector, and 
education, as well as some specialized groups that 
interface frequently with the profession. Members 
of WAVO include SISV (Singapore), API (Australia), 
AIC (Canada), ANEVAR (Romania), AI (United States), 
CAS (China), CIREA (China), CNG (Italy), HKIS (Hong 
Kong), HQA ( Vietnam), KAB (Korea), PINZ (New 
Zealand), RERA (Dubai), IACVA (Canada), IGAV (India), 
KAPA (Korea) and VVA (Vietnam). WAVO Meeting and 
its AGM is scheduled to be held in HKIS Head Office 
on 30 April 2011. Delegates from different parts of 
the world will have a chance to exchange experience, 
see the latest development in Hong Kong and enjoy 
the metropolitan lifestyle.  GPD will offer full support 
in organizing the WAVO Meeting and arrange a 
technical visit for delegates.

Round Table discussions on International 
Valuation Standards 

In response to the draft International Valuation 
Standards (IVS) proposed by the International 
Valuation Standards Council (IVSC) of which HKIS is a 
member, the GPD Council had on 1 September 2010 
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submitted comments and recommendations for their 
consideration. Representatives from the HKIS and some 
valuation firms were also invited and attended a round 
table forum in Hong Kong on 12 November 2010. 

Working Group on Special Stamp Duty

On 26 November 2010, the GPD Council invited 
representatives of valuation firms contained in the 
HKIS company list to attend a discussion forum 
relating to the impact of levying Special Stamp Duty 
("SSD") to property valuation for lending purpose. 32 
members attended. The participants opined that:

a. A valuer should make a general assumption (not 
a special assumption) in the valuation report 
to let the end-user understand how he arrived 
at his opinion. A statement or a remark is not 
sufficent.

b. The valuer should seek agreement from the 
instructing party on who is going to pay.

c. The valuer should use appropriate comparables 
to arrive at his opinion. Additional effort on 
analysing the comparables is required. Scenario 
study or a range of values is not preferred as the 
end-user normally expects a single concluded 
value. Transactions after 20 Nov 2010 are good 
comparables for they would have factored 
in effect of the SSD, but due care is required 
to study details of the Sales and Purchase 
Agreements.

For details of the proposed bill and related Q&A, 
please visit the web link at http://www.legco.gov.hk/
yr10-11/english/bills/brief/b17_brf.pdf and http://
www.ird.gov.hk/eng/faq/ssd.htm respectively.  A 
working group led by Mr Joseph Ho will follow up 
the issue and recommend appropriate action to the 
GPD Council in due course.

Property Valuations Consultation by the Securities 
and Futures Commission (SFC) and The Stock 
Exchange of Hong Kong (SEHK) 

A joint consultation paper on property valuations 
proposed by SFC and SEHK came to the attention of 
the GPD Council recently.  A working group under 
the GPD Council leading by Mr Joseph Ho and 
comprising representatives of some valuation firms 
was formed to study the paper, provide comments 
and advice to GPD Council by February 2011.  A 
comprehensive response from the Council was 
formulated and submitted to SFC and SEHK.

GPD Capability Statement

The English version of this document was endorsed 
by the GPD council recently. This statement intends 
to introduce the HKIS set up, promote the expertise 
of GP surveyors, explain the main rules of conducts, 
inform the set up of various working panels, 
accredited courses, reciprocity agreements, recent 
hot issues handled by GPD council etc.

The Chinese version is being finalized thanks for 
the hard work of Edward Au, Thomas Tang and his 
colleague Wayne Leung. The whole document can be 
ready for printing soon.

Appointment Process of Independent Valuer

To streamline process and have a more effective and 
fair appointment procedure, a working group was 
formed. Recommendations on the “Appointment 
Process of Independent Valuers” convened by Mr C K 
Lau were formulated.  In brief, a new set of practical 
guide is to be issued to facilitate the application 
and the appointment process; the non-refundable 
fee to the HKIS is to be revised; a conditional 
appointment will take effect when the President 
signs the appointment letter; declaration on conflict 
of interest has to be made by both parties at the 
outset; the application form is to be updated; 
an indication that the fee for each assignment 
would unlikely be less than $75,000 guidance on 
expectation of a reasoned award etc.  

After several rounds of discussion, a “PRACTICAL 
GUIDE for the Application to the President of 
the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors for the 
Appointment of an Independent Valuation Expert” 
which provides guidance to users who wish to make 
use of such service has recently been finalized. 
This guide relates to rental determinations (for 
rent review and lease renewal) or for capital value 
determinations.  The HKIS had in 2000 published 
a set of Guidance Notes for Surveyors Acting as 
Independent Experts for Commercial Property Rent 
Review. It should be noted that the latest guide is 
not a legal document. Parties making use of the 
HKIS appointment service must agree their terms of 
engagement with the IVE. 

Meanwhile, the GPD WG is liaising with the HKIS 
Admin office to fine-tune the formatting and will 
arrange the Chinese version shortly. Thereafter, the 
working group will launch appropriate marketing 
activities accordingly.
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A review on Guidance Note (GN) on rent review 
and the Scale of Professional Charges for Services 
in HK – General Practice 

The GPD WG is currently in collaboration with RICS 
to revamp the GN on rent review.  Members will be 
kept informed of the progress.

On the Fee Scale for GP surveyors, the current Scale 
was first published jointly by the HKIS and the RICS 
(HK Branch) in 1995. HKIS had reviewed and re-
printed the same in 2005. This fee scale has been 
prepared as a recommended scale for professional 
surveyors in HK.  The GPD WG is preparing an 
updated edition at the moment. 
 
The Scale is advisory in nature and is published for 
the guidance of Professional GP Surveyors. The Scale 
has been serving useful purposes in the following 
areas of work:

 •  Compensation claims. Consultation has been 
made by the HKIS with the Lands Department 
from time to time. 

 •  Certain types of work from the URA 

 •  Court work–reference points for determination 
of reasonableness of “costs” for expert surveyors’ 
fees 

 •  Independent expert–reference points for the 
determination of reasonableness of experts’ fees 
by the President of the HKIS or by the courts

 
The GPD WG is collecting comments from fellow 
members and stakeholders on the proposed fee 
scale. Further consultation and discussions with the 
relevant government departments and the URA will 
be made. 

Vote of Thanks

I  wish to take this opportunity to express my 
whole-hearted thanks to all the Council members, 
Committee and Panel members, members in various 
working groups and sub-committees for their efforts 
and hard works, without which our Divisional works 
would not have been so successful.
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Land Surveying Division 

Simon KWOK
Chairman

I have the pleasure to present this report on the 
activities of the Land Surveying Division in the 

year of 2009-2010. During the past year, we were 
pleased to see more work opportunities for the 
land surveying profession generated from the 
infrastructure projects and the increased application 
of spatial information technology in public services 
and business operations.

Serving the Community 

With the mission of contributing our professional 
expertise to serve the community, we provided 
views for development of public policies in various 
areas. We submitted our views to the Chief Executive 
relating to the 2010 Policy Address, in particular 
on using Geographic Information System (GIS) for 
effective land use management and to develop 
spatial infrastructure for engaging the public to 
participate in managing the land resources of Hong 
Kong. 
 
On the development of the land boundary system 
of Hong Kong, we provided written submissions and 
participated in the panel meeting of the Legislative 
Council Joint Subcommittee on Amendment to Land 
Title Ordinance under the Panel on Development 
and Panel on Administrative of Justice and Legal 
Services. We proposed amending to the Land Survey 
Ordinance for introduction of determination of land 
boundaries and setting up the cadastral system 
of Hong Kong for improving the records of land 
boundary evidences and to support the operation of 
the to-be-introduced land title registration system.
 
We met  the Tree Management O ff ice  of  the 
Development Bureau to exchange views on how land 
surveyors could help in Tree Management and to let 
them understand our expertise in tree survey, mobile 
mapping and location based services.

For  dr iving the development of  spatial  data 
infrastructure, we organized a conference on Spatial 
Data Infrastructure in Hong Kong on 18 March 2010. 
This event created a platform to foster collaboration 
in the industry. The conference was co-organised by 
HKIS, the IT Division of the Hong Kong Institution 
of Engineers, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
and the Chartered Institute of Civil Engineering 
Surveyors.

Promoting our Profession
   
Building Adaption and Revitalisation have been 
important issues for sustaining the quality living 
environment of our city. In the 2010 HKIS Annual 
Conference, which was held on 4 September 2010, 
we highlighted land surveyors’ role and expertise in 
precise measurement, building stability monitoring, 
laser scanning and 3D modeling to support the 
design and maintenance work for Building Adaption 
and Revitalisation.  

We organized a poster design competition on the 
topic of “Contribution of the Land Surveying and 
Geomatics Profession to Infrastructure Projects”. The 
winning entry was used for promoting our profession 
to the industry. The participants of the competition 
were university students of the BSc., MSc. and PhD 
programme of the Department of Land Surveying 
and Geo-informatics of the Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University. The event started on 30 December 2009 
and the results were announced on 14 June 2010. 
During the six months of competition period, we 
organized two briefing sessions and two visits to 
infrastructure project work sites for the students to 
understand the work of land surveying. 

In conjunction with other divisions of HKIS, we met 
the reporters of newspapers and magazines in a 
media luncheon on 9 February 2010 to establish the 
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communication channel and relationship with the 
media. 

International Affairs 

A delegation of 15 members from the Geomatic and 
Land Surveying Division of the Institute of Surveyors, 
Malaysia visited HKIS on 18 March 2010. We had 
a very good time in exchanging of our ideas, in 
particular on the development of utility mapping. 

On 11 to 16 April 2010, the HKIS delegation, which 
was consisted of members from the Divisions, 
attended the International Federation of Surveyors 
(FIG) 2010 Congress in Sydney. The theme of the 
conference was about building capacity and the 
challenges for developing a spatially enabled society.  

On 26 to 28 May 2010, the International Society of 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) held 
the Joint International Conference on Theory, Data 
Handling and Modelling in Geospatial Information 
Science in Hong Kong. HKIS is a member of ISPRS and 
we were one of the supporting organizations of this 
conference. 

Mainland Affairs

The Mainland surveyors have developed a close 
relationship with HKIS. We participated in the 
following events:

 • The 9th National Congress and 50th Anniversary 
of the Chinese Society of Photogrammetry, 
Geodesy and Cartography（中國測繪學會第九
次全國代表大會暨學會成立50周年紀念大會）
held in Beijing from 4 to 7 December 2009.

 • 2010 Mainland and Hong Kong Construction 
Industry Forum – Sustainable Urban Form: Green 
Building and Low Carbon City（2010年內地與香
港建築業論壇 - 可持續城市形態︰綠色建築與
低碳城市）held in Fuzhou（福州）from 19 to 21 
June 2010. 

 • Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Sur veyors 
Conference（粵港澳測量師學術交流聯誼活動）
held in Zhanjiang (湛江) from 1 to 3 July 2010.

 • The 6th Cross-strait Geomatics Conference（第
六屆海峽兩岸測繪發展研討會）held in Macau 
from 13 to 16 October 2010.

 • The 6th Cross-Strait Four Places Land Conference
（第六屆兩岸四地土地學術研討會）held in Hong 

Kong from 29 to 31 October 2010.

 • 2 0 1 0  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x e c u t i v e 
Committee Meeting of the Chinese Society of 
Photogrammetry, Geodesy and Cartography（中
國測繪學會2010年學術年會暨理事會）held in 
Nanjing from 9 to 11 November 2010.

Regarding the development on the Mainland / Hong 
Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement 
(CEPA), the HKIS delegation, which was consisted of 
representatives from LSD, QSD, BSD, GPD and PFMD, 
attended the Meeting on Reciprocal Recognition of 
Professional Qualifications（第12次「專業資格互
認聯合工作會議」暨 第2次「內地與香港執業資格
互認、註冊、執業研究小組」會議）organized by 
the Development Bureau ("DEVB") and the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban and Rural Development（住房和
城鄉建設部）held in Beijing on 15 December 2009. 

The HKIS CEPA Committee had regular meetings with 
DEVB to discuss the progress of cooperation with the 
Mainland counterparts. 

I would also like to recap the progress in the land 
surveying field. We arranged meetings with the State 
Bureau of Surveying and Mapping（國家測繪局）
and the Chinese Society of Geodesy, Cartography 
and Photogrammetry（中國測繪學會） on 31 March 
2006 and 18 January 2008 respectively to discuss 
the arrangement for recognition of land surveying 
professional qualification.  On 1 March 2007, the 
Mainland started to implement the Provisional Rule 
for Registered Surveyor System（註冊測繪師制度
暫行規定）. In recent years, the Mainland has been 
developing the registration system and training 
materials for Registered Surveyor Examination. 

In 2010, we provided DEVB a list of action items for 
discussion with the Mainland. The areas we wanted to 
progress further were:
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1.  Provision of training to the professional land 
surveyors of Hong Kong for getting the Registered 
Surveyor qualification of the Mainland（中華人民
共和國注冊測繪師資格）.

2.  Arrangement of the Hong Kong Professional Land 
surveyors to take the Examination Registered 
Surveyor Qualification（註冊測繪師資格考試）.

3.  The ways for allowing Hong Kong Land Surveying 
companies to obtain the surveying organization 
qualification certificate of the Mainland（內地測
繪單位資質證書）.

Education and Membership 

We managed to maintain good cooperation with 
the academia and attended the regular liaison 
meeting and the Advisory Committee Meeting of the 
Department of Land Surveying and Geo-Informatics 
("LSGI") of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 
Talks on our profession were organized for university 
students and secondary school students. 

T h e  L S D  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  L S D 
representative to Board of Education did a very good 
job in providing APC training, conducting Assessment 
of Professional Competence and arranging interviews 
for application of membership. 

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 

The following CPD events were organized in this year: 

 • 25 January 2010: Monitoring of large area land 
subsidence using radar satellite

 • 27 February 2010: Site visit to Anderson Road 
Development Works

 • 17 April 2010: Site Visit to the West Drainage 
Tunnels 

 • 2 0  A p r i l  2 0 1 0 : Tr e n d s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f 
photogrammetry 

 • 29 May 2010: Town Gas Asset Management 
System

 • 28 August 2010: Half-day seminar on the papers 
presented in International Federation of Surveyors 
(F IG)  Congress  and M ainland Hong Kong 
Construction Industry Forum. 

Social Function
 
The LSD Annual Dinner was held on 6 October 2010. It 
was a very successful event with lots of fun and great 
friendship among surveyors and guests from public 
sector, private surveying firms, academia, consultants 
and equipment and software companies.

Amendment of the Land Surveying Division (LSD) 
Regulation 

The HKIS General Council approved the amendment 
of the Regulation for LSD about the increase the 
number of Vice Chairman of LSD Council from one 
to two with effective from 18 November 2010. The 
addition of one Vice Chairman will strengthen the 
capacity of the LSD Council to serve our members. 
It will also create more opportunities for developing 
our next generation surveyors to take up leadership 
roles in our professional institution. 

Vote of Thanks

I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to the LSD 
Council, Committees, Working Groups, voluntary 
advisors and the LSD members for their hard work 
and unfailing support in the institute’s work and 
events during the past year. I am very grateful to have 
their contributions and proud of their achievements. 
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Planning & Development Division 

I  have had the honour to serve as the Chairman of 
the HKIS Planning and Development Divisional 

Council for the year 2009-2010. I am delighted to 
report on the achievements of the PDD Council 
during the past year.

With the dedication and hard works of my fellow 
council members, we were able to achieve the 
following:

1. Membership growth

 Starting from just 7 members in 2003, we have 
gradually extended to 60 members including 
fellow, corporate, probationer and student 
members as follows-

                                   As at November 2010
  Fellow 17
  Member 35
  Probationer 4
  Student 4
  Total 60

 In this connection, I would like to welcome Mr 
Wong Hoi Kit Wilfred, Mr Chan Tak Ming and Mr 
Tse Chi Kin who were admitted as corporate 
members of PDD in 2010.

2. Assessment of Professional Competence

 The number of probationers pursuing APC for PDD 
was four. One of the probationers completed the 
professional training and sat for final assessment 
interview in early December. I wish to see more 
probationers proceeding to final assessment in 
the near future.

3. CPD Events

 A total  of  7 CPD events were successful ly 
organized in 2010 as follows:

 •  “Revitalization of Industrial Buildings” by Mr 
Laurie Lo, Head of Development Opportunities 
Office, Development Bureau on 1 March 2010.

Francis LAM
Chairman

 • “Mental Health Management in Workplace” by 
Dr Issac Yip on 29 April 2010.

 •  “Adding Value Through Design” by Dr Chan 
Lai Kiu, Director of Design and Project, Hysan 
Development Company Limited on 11 March 
2010.

 •  “ B r i e f i n g  Fo r u m  o n  D r a f t  D e s i g n  a n d 
Management Guidelines on Public Open Space 
in Private Developments” by Rocco Design 
Architects Limited on 9 April 2010, jointly held 
with PFMD Council.



會
長
的
話

D
ivisio

n
al C

o
u

n
cil &

 Yo
u

n
g

 Su
rveyo

rs G
ro

u
p

 R
ep

o
rts

61The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors Directory and Annual Report 2009-2010

 • “Land Administration System in Macau” by 
Mr Mok York Yee Cyrus, Chairman of the 
Professional Development and Education 
Board, Macau Valuers Association on 29 June 
2010. Mr Mok is also our Hon Treasurer.

 •  “Section 16 and Section 12A Applications 
under the Town Planning Ordinance” by Mr 
Raymond Chan, Vice Chairman of PDD Council 
on 5 August 2010. Mr Chan is also a Past 
President of HKIS and currently a member of 
the Town Planning Board.

 •  “Columbarium – Land Use and Planning” by 
our Vice Chairman, Mr Albert So. Mr So is also 
a co-opted member of the Development 
Committee  of  the  Chinese  Per manent 
Cemeteries Board of Management and the 
immediate past chairman of RICS HK Board.

4. Fellowship Dinner with GPD

 On 18 March 2010, we had in conjunction with GPD 
Council and organized a fellowship dinner at the 
World Trade Centre Club. About 50 guests attended 
the event and shared the warm fellow spirit.

5. Mainland and HK Construction Industry Forum 
2010, Fuzhou

 Mr Ben Chong, the Hon Secretary, and I attended 
the Mainland and HK Construction Industry 
Forum 2010 in Fuzhou from 19 to 21 June 2010. 
This annual forum was jointly organized by 
the PRC Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 
Development and the Development Bureau. 
This event was very successful in that some 
400 delegates from both PRC and Hong Kong 
gathered together to share their knowledge 
and experience on green and low carbon city 
planning.

6.  FIG International Congress 2010 in Sydney

 Mr Edwin Tsang, our immediate past chairman, 
joined the HKIS delegation to attend the FIG 

International Congress 2010 held in Sydney from 
11 to 16 April 2010. It was a very successful event 
and we have strengthened the PDD’s linkage 
with Commission 8 (Planning and Development) 
of FIG. As a follow-up, the PDD Council has 
agreed to nominate our Vice Chairman, Professor  
James Pong, to continue to build our working 
relationship with FIG Commission 8.

7. CEPA

 Dr Tony Leung, our Vice Chairman, has actively 
taken part in the discussion between the HKIS 
CEPA Committee and the Development Bureau 
on possible reciprocal arrangement with the 
Mainland counterparts. Let’s keep in view the 
outcome.

8. Ac c re d i t at i o n  o f  B S c  ( H o n s )  S u r vey i n g 
Programme of The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University

 H a v i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  P D D 
Accreditation Working Group, the HKIS Board of 
Education finally endorsed our recommendation 
to approve the BSc (Hons) Surveying Programme 
offered by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
as satisfying the minimum academic qualification 
for admission to the APC scheme leading to 
corporate membership of HKIS PDD.

9. Disciplinary Hearings

 Two of our Vice Chairman, Mr Francis Lau and 
Professor James Pong, were actively engaged 
in some disciplinary cases either at committee 
investigation stage or disciplinary panel stage.

10. The Way forward

 As I have recently relocated to Beijing, I am not 
be able to continue to serve the PDD Council as 
Chairman. The PDD Council at its meeting on 2 
November 2010, elected Mr Raymond Chan to 
take over my office pursuant to PDD regulation 1.5. 

 I trust Mr Chan will continue to lead the PDD 
by working closely with all Council members to 
further develop the division and to enhance our 
professional standing, both within and outside 
the institute. We will also plan for organizing some 
CPD events, talks or technical visit relevant to the 
planning and development surveyors. I trust I can 
count on your support.
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Property & Facility
      Management Division 

Gary YEUNG
Chairman

Research and Publication

The Council finished the research with the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University in August 2010 namely 
“Benchmarking Management Fees for Office 
Buildings in Hong Kong”. The published report 
has been sent to all members of the Hong Kong 
Association of Property Management Companies 
(HKAPMC), related government departments and 
universities. The key researcher, Dr K.K. Lo conducted 
a CPD seminar on 25 Februar y 2011 briefing 
members on the result of the research. This research 
was an extension of a similar study on residential 
buildings which was completed two years ago. 

Another research in connection with “Green 
Proper ty Management Practice”  which was 
commenced in late 2009 is at its final stage of 
drafting. Our Honorary Secretary, Charles Hung, 
would like to make it more interesting by adding 
photos and other materials. It will most probably be 
published around mid 2011. 

The Council has just decided to commence a fourth 
research on “Facility Management for Elders 
in Public/Subsidized Housing”  with the City 
University of Hong Kong. A focus group discussion 
with related stakeholders was held on 1 December 
2010.

The English version of HKIS Guide to Good Property 
Management Practices has attracted much public 
attention since its publication. Inherited with this 
overwhelming success, we are going to translate 
it into Chinese in order to facilitate much wider 
recognition and possibly encourage adoption by the 
owners’ corporation. The Chinese version may also 
help accelerating our promotion in the Mainland 
China. The translation draft has just been finished by 
the consultant and Mr Daniel Hui is now arranging 
for proofreading and cross checking of its accuracy.  

We expect the Chinese Guide could be published by 
mid 2011. 

The Council has formed a working group for the 
formulation of a series of standard agreement 
on the provision of various property and facility 
management services. The first simplified version 
of agreement is close to its final drafting stage and 
we expect it could be published in year 2011. This 
simplified version of agreement is intended to be 
used by owners’ corporation on the appointment 
of property management agent, hence, Chinese 
translation will also be produced alongside with the 
English one.

Assessment of Professional Competence

One important and memorial milestone of our 
Division this year must be the birth of the first 
candidate, Mr Pierre Leung, who has gone through 
the whole APC process and became qualified as a 
PFM Surveyor. There were another four candidates 
attending the practical task in November 2010. It 
was glad to learn that there are increasing number 
of university graduate joined as probationers and 
embarked our Division’s APC, and we expect there 
will be more members qualifying through our 
assessment and become PFM Surveyor. To facilitate 
probationers to familiarize with our assessment, we 
organized the first APC Workshop on 29 October 
2010. Experienced assessors and Pierre were invited 
to share with the APC candidates how they could 
become a qualified surveyor.

CPD Event

In the Annual general Meeting of last year, I promised 
to arrange not less than 20 hours CPD event a year 
for members. My pledge was accomplished for the 
period between December 2009 and November 2010 
although marginally. I will not repeat the details in 
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this report but the CPD included seminars, luncheon, 
site visit and workshop. I must thank for Mr Daniel Hui 
and his team’s hard work, and I am quite sure that Mr 
Hui will keep up with this good record in the coming 
year.

Visit and Networking

As reported in earlier Surveyors Times, the Council 
intended to open dialogue with the China Property 
Management Institute (CPMI) for possible reciprocal 
recognition. A letter was sent to the President of CPMI 
on 7 January 2010. Formal request were raised to 
Liaison office of the central People's Government in 
the Hong Kong S.A.R. (中聯辦) and the Development 
Bureau for the arrangement of a face-to-face 
discussion. A visit was indeed planned in November 
2010 to CPMI Beijing Headquarter. However, we 
subsequently noted from the Development Bureau 
that the visit will be withheld until further notice.

Our Division maintains good connection with 
t h e  G u a n g d o n g  P r o p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Industry Institute (GDPMII) after the signing of a 
Memorandum of Cooperation in November 2009 
when we visited Guangzhou. Four of our Council 
members, namely Mr Gary Yeung, Mr Eddie Hui, Mr 
Nelson Ho and Mr Daniel Hui, were also nominated 
by the GDPMII as Property Management Experts 
o f  G u a n g z h o u  a n d  Ce r t i f i c ate  Pre s e nt at i o n 
Ceremony was held on December 2009. Through 
the introduction by GDPMII, the 山東省住房和城
鄉建設廳 and the Foshan Real Estate Association 
(彿山市房地產業協會) visited our Institute on 12 
May 2010 and 9 July 2010 respectively. The Council 
warmly received the two teams of delegates and 
the Division Brochure published in 2009 was 
a useful tool for introducing our Institute and 
Division.

I was invited by City University of Hong Kong to 
attend its Information Day held on 9 October 
2010. I took the opportunity to conduct a short 
briefing session to more than a hundred Form 7 
students introducing our Institute and Division. 
With the kind arrangement of Professor Eddie Hui, 
our Council Member,  the Council visited the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University on 23 February 2010 
and met the year 3 students of the BSc (Hons) in 
Property Management Degree. They are all potential 
candidates of our probationer.

To enable a good relationship within and outside the 
Institute, I attended the Annual Dinners of GPD/PDD, 
LSD and QSD; and various organizations externally 

including ISCM, HKIFM and HKAPMC; and Spring 
Reception of Home Affairs Department (HAD) and 
Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in 
the Hong Kong S.A.R.(中聯辦).

Quality Property and Facility Management Award

Our Division jointly organized the Award with 
HKAPMC. Through the QPFMA, we aspired to honour 
outstanding property and facility management 
service in Hong Kong. Nomination ended in 30 
November 2010 and the Secretariat had received 
a total of 155 nominations. The Judging Criteria 
focus on management, maintenance, cleaning, 
security and finance services, and other outstanding 
performance on environmental protection and value-
added services. Site visits were conducted on 22 and 
23 January 2011. A total of 22 finalists were short-
listed and were invited to present their submissions 
to the Jury Panel in a CPD Conference held on 26 
February 2011. The Conference was also open to 
members allowing entrant teams to share their 
valuable management experience with our members. 
The Award Presentation Banquet will be held on 25 
March 2011. I must take this opportunity to thank 
our Council Members and the representatives from 
HKAPMC for their active participation as Organizing 
Committee Members.

FIG International Congress 2010

I attended the Congress which was held between 
11 and 16 April 2010 in Sydney of Australia. Taking 
the opportunity to network with other oversea 
surveyors, I was also impressed by the huge Plenary 
Session and close to 700 subject presentations. 
Obviously, PFM Surveyors could take a more active 
involvement in FIG activities especially those of 
Commission 8 on Spatial Planning and Development, 
and Commission 9 on Valuation and Management of 
Real Estate.

Listing of Organizations Providing Property and 
Facility Management Services

The Council anticipated needs in the market where 
property owners are looking for professional property 
and facility management services and therefore 
formulated a list of organizations corresponding 
to such expectation. The organization must be 
registered in Hong Kong and employed at least 
one PFM Surveyor. Information of those acceptable 
organizations has been uploaded to our website for 
public reference.
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Proposed Regulation of Property Management 
Industry

The HAD appointed Deloitte Consulting to carry 
out a preliminary study on this proposed regulatory 
framework and the Council was invited to attend their 
Discussion Workshop held in March 2010. The Council 
welcomed the licensing of property management 
companies whilst having reservation on the licensing 
of practitioners. I reported the Council’s comment 
earlier in the Surveyors Times. As the proposed 
statutory regime has a far reaching impact on our 
members, the Council has been actively looking after 
its development. The HAD had already submitted 
a paper to the Legislative Council Panel on Home 
Affairs for discussion. A face-to-face discussion was 
held with the Deputy Director of Home Affairs on 13 
October 2010 and the Council’s concern was raised. It 
was noted that consultation document was published 
in December 2010. The Deputy Director attended a 
briefing session for our members to explain the detail 
of the consultation and members’ Discussion Forum 
was held immediately after the briefing session. I 
attended the Meeting of the Panel on Home Affairs 
of the Legislative Council on 18 February 2011 and 
members’ concern was raised. The Council has formed 
a Working Group led by Professor Eddie Hui and a 
comprehensive report was submitted to the HAD 
before the deadline of consultation of 15 March 2011. 
In the Policy Address of the Chief Executive published 
in October 2010, it was noted that such statutory 
intention was also publicized. 

Conclusion

Finally, I must thank the Council Members for their 
dedicated hardwork. Without their supports, the 
achievements of the Council would not be that 
fruitful and successful. I look forward to a continuous 
success of the Council in the coming year.
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Quantity Surveying Division 

Daniel HO
Chairman

Introduction
 
I may not be able to contribute much to the Quantity 
Surveying Division (QSD) but every effort the Council 
Members put forth counts.  I am glad to report on 
behalf of the QSD that the active participation and 
hard work of the Council Members in the past 12 
months enabled the completion of most of the key 
tasks as planned at the beginning of this year. 

We successfully arranged the second lot of members 
to undergo the training and assessment for registered 
cost engineers in the Mainland.  We strived to 
enhance both local and international networks.  We 
explored various means of promoting the quantity 
surveying profession and attracting new blood.  We 
actively involved in local affairs.  We implemented a 
structured training course for members. 

QSD Council 2009-2010

To show you a full picture of the efforts we have 
made, I give below a brief summary of the tasks 
attempted and/or completed in the past year.  

Mainland Affairs

China Engineering Cost Association (中國建設工程造
價管理協會 ) (CECA) 20th Congress

2010 was the 20th anniversary of CECA.  The 
representatives from the quantity surveying institutes 

outside the Mainland including HKIS were invited 
to join its congress held on 16 September 2010 in 
Beijing.  The HKIS representatives included Professor 
Chau Kwong Wing, the President, Mr T T Cheung, the 
past President, and I.  

The Congress had about 300 attendants.  In the 
speech of the President of CECA, Madam Zhang 
Yun Kuan (張允寬理事長) expressed her sincere 
thanks to HKIS for the assistance and support in the 
past years for co-ordinating and establishing the 
platform between the international institutes and 
CECA.  Through the platform, the cost engineers in 
the Mainland could get themselves familiar with the 
cost engineering practices of other countries and vice 
versa. 

There were various awards presented to the members 
of CECA.  2 HKIS members, Mr T T Cheung and Mr 
Tommy Y K Yim, received one of the awards, which was 
to show appreciation to the Council Members of CECA 
serving the Council for at least 3 terms i.e. 12 years 
and making significant contributions in education, 
consultations, cost engineering services etc.   

Mr T T Cheung, also on behalf of HKIS, presented a 
paper on the topic of  建設工程的風險評估、防範及
管理  in the seminar after the opening ceremony.   

Representatives of PAQS, HKIS, SISV, ICEC and RICS
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Participants from all provinces of the Mainland

Reciprocity Assessment between HKIS and CECA

The Reciprocity Agreement between the China 
Engineering Cost Association (CECA) and HKIS was 
extended by way of a supplemental agreement 
signed in June 2009.  Following this, we together with 
CECA arranged a reciprocity assessment for members 
of HKIS and CECA this year.  For better logistic 
arrangements, the assessment for members of HKIS 
and CECA was held separately. 

The training and assessment for the HKIS members 
was held on 12 and 13 October 2010 in Hong Kong. 
This two-day training and assessment workshop was 
arranged by the Mainland Sub-committee led by 
its Chairman, Mr Stephen Lai and Vice Chairman, Mr 
Antony Man. 

There were a total of 6 trainers and assessors from 
CECA. They included Professor Yin Yi Lin, Tianjin 
Polytechnic University, Mr Xie Hong Xue, Vice-
President of CECA and President of Sichuan Cost 
Engineers Association, Professor Wu Zuo Min, Vice 
Secretary of CECA, Ms Kong Xian Zhen, Director, 
Division of Qualification Registration of CECA, Mr 
Sue Yu Deputy Director, Division of R&D of CECA and 
Madam Ma GuiZhi, Vice-President and Secretary-
General of CECA.

A total of 167 HKIS members attended the workshop. 
Throughout the two days, the trainers gave an overall 
view of the practices and regulations adopted in 
the Mainland for cost engineering. It was a good 
start for members who would like to continue 
their professional development as registered cost 
engineers in the Mainland. 

Simple but serious opening ceremony

Trainers from CECA and representatives from HKIS 

Training for 167 HKIS members

A similar workshop for the members of CECA was 
held at Shenzhen on 9 and 10 November 2010. In 
the two-day event, there were five training sessions 
and nine tutorials handled by the following 8 senior 
members as speakers (topics delivered in brackets) 
and tutors:

1.  Mr Stephen Lai (Professional Practice in Quantity 
Surveying)

2.  Mr Anthony Lau (Project Management)
3.  Mr Kenneth Poon (Financial and Cost Control and 

Estimating)
4.  Mr K C Tang (Contract Management)
5.  Mr T T Cheung (Alternative Dispute Resolution)
6.  Mr Spencer Kwan, Mr Arthur Shia and Mr Anthony 

Chung (Tutors).

More than 170 members from CECA attended the 
two-day training and tutorial sessions.  Each attendee 
received the training materials including the Rules 
of Conduct, Ordinance of the Registered Professional 
Surveyors and a student copy of the Standard Form 
of Building Contract 2005 edition.  

The speakers were quite impressed by the response 
of the attendees. They were enthusiastic in raising 
questions and eager to have experience sharing 
with the speakers after each training session.  For 
instance, one of the questions was whether there 
would be any conflict between professionalism 
of being independent and delivery of contractual 
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duty in protecting the client’s interest under the 
appointment contract with the client.
 
The attendees came from different provinces of the 
Mainland. The President of CECA showed appreciation 
of the training by saying that the training had 
widened the perspective of the attendees and 
had allowed them to have a better understanding 
of the quantity surveying professional practice 
implemented in Hong Kong and in the Mainland.  As 
a result, the members of CECA could enhance their 
skills and knowledge in cost engineering, which 
would be beneficial to the development of both 
professions in the Mainland and in Hong Kong.  

After completing the two-day training, those CECA 
members will  be elected as members of HKIS 
Quantity Surveying Division later if they can fulfill all 
the requirements under the Reciprocity Agreement 
between CECA and HKIS.

Opening ceremony

Questions and answers

Registration as cost engineers in the Mainland 

Under the reciprocity agreement with CECA, 172 
members passed the assessment in year 2006 
and 65 members registered as cost engineers in 
2008. In 2010, a further 14 members registered as 

cost engineers, making this a total of 79 members 
registered as cost engineers in the Mainland.  

Reciprocity Visit to the Shanghai Construction 
Department (SCD)
（上海市建築建材業市場管理總站）

On 5 November 2010, 2 of our former divisional 
chairmen, Mr Spencer Kwan and Mr Stephen Lai, 
together with the Chairlady of the Shanghai Forum 
paid a visit to SCD whereby they were received by the 
Division head, Mr Sun Xiao Dong （孫曉東科長）. 
The visit was one of regular activities for reinforcing 
the link between our Institute and the administrative 
heads of the Construction Bureau for updating the 
local administrative changes in each province. 

During the visit, we learnt that the organization 
structure of the local Construction Bureau at 
Shanghai had recently gone through a substantial 
organizational change.  All construction related 
arms are governed under one umbrella. The former 
Standard Rates [Norms] (定額), which concerns QSD, 
is now under the jurisdiction of the SCD. By making 
reference to the systems adopted in Hong Kong for 
easy understanding, the responsibilities of the SCD 
include the functions of the Buildings Department in 
administration and control of building construction 
and of the Development Bureau in strategy planning.

We shall keep on maintaining regular contact with 
the officials in the Mainland for the benefits and 
interests of members working at various provinces in 
the Mainland.

Ms Iris Lee, Mr Sun Xiao Dong, Mr Stephen Lai and Mr Spencer Kwan
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International Affairs

CIQS Visit
 
The Canadian Institute of Quantity Surveyors (CIQS) 
is one of the institutes having signed a reciprocity 
agreement with HKIS. On 20 July 2010, 2 CIQS 
representatives, viz Mr Ian Duncan, the Past President, 
and Mr David Lai, the Education Administrator, 
together with their wives paid an unofficial visit to 
HKIS. They were welcomed in a simple but friendly 
reception with the attendance of 10 members of the 
Quantity Surveying Division. 

We learned in the discussions that the quantity 
surveyors in Canada had not been affected by the 
economic crisis in 2008. The cost professionals were 
busy in preparing cost estimates and in implementing 
cost controls in both good times and bad times. 
This may be a good reference for promoting the QS 
profession to the school leavers.  

The CIQS representatives thanked our warm 
hospitality and looked forward to our future visit to 
Canada and CIQS. Shortly after their return to Canada, 
they sent us a soft copy of their standard form of 
contracts for our information and reference. They 
further offered to give a talk to our members by one 
of its senior members responsible for drafting those 
contracts in future.   

PAQS Chairman Visit

Mr Teoh Wooi Sin, the Chairman of the Pacific 
Association of Quantity Surveyors (PAQS), together 
with Mr Goh Ngan Hong, the President of the 
Quantity Surveying Division of the Singapore 
Institute of Surveyors and Valuers (SISV),  paid a visit 
to our Institute on 17 May 2010.

They were welcomed by Mr Peter Wong, our Senior 
Vice President, Mr T T Cheung, Past President,  Mr K C 
Tang,  Chairman of the Board of Education, Mr Evenlyn 
Kwok, Chairman of the Board of Membership, Mr 
Antony Man, the QSD Officers, viz... Vice Chairman, Mr 
Thomas Ho, Honorary Secretary and Mr Alan Cheung, 
Council Member. 

Views were exchanged with the two guests on the 
infrastructure projects in Hong Kong, the involvement 
of member countries in PAQS and International Cost 
Engineering Council (ICEC) and the various ways of 
possible co-operation between HKIS and SISV. It was 
agreed that in view of the future economic growth 
in Asia and for the benefit of the members of both 

institutes, a closer working relationship amongst 
China, Hong Kong and Singapore should be explored.

Presentation of souvenirs to Mr Teoh and Mr Goh

Luncheon reception

7th International Cost Engineering Council (ICEC) 
World Congress & 14th Pacific Association of 
Quantity Surveyors (PAQS) Congress 

The 14th Congress of the PAQS and the 7th ICEC 
World Congress were held in Singapore from 23 July 
to 27 July 2010. The congress was organized by SISV. 
The theme of the PAQS Congress was “Sustainable 
Cost Management: Borderless Innovation”.  It was an 
opportunity for participants to keep abreast of the 
updated development of quantity surveying services 
in sustainable development. 

Eleven members/delegates of HKIS attended the 
congresses. The members/delegates included Mr 
Eric Cheng, Mr T T Cheung, Mr Joseph Chong, Mr  
Lawrence Chung, Dr Paul Ho, Dr Ellen Lau, Professor 
Anita Liu, Mr Antony Man, Mr K C Tang, Ms Tzena 
Wong and I. 
 
For information, the members of HKIS had great 
involvement in these 2 international organizations. 
They include:
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 ICEC
 -  Mr T T Cheung: Administrative Vice Chair

 PAQS
 -  Mr T T Cheung: Chair of Sustainability 

Committee
 -  Mr Joseph Chong: Chair of Young Quantity 

Surveyors Group (YQSG)
 -  Dr Paul Ho: Chair of Research Committee
 -  Professor Anita Liu: Secretary of Education 

and Accreditation Committee
 -  D r  E l l e n  L a u : S e c r e t a r y  o f  R e s e a r c h 

Committee 

The full day ICEC Council meeting was held on 
24 July 2010. Among the 30 items in the agenda, 
the discussions included the reports from the 4  
regions. Mr Antony Man, Vice Chairman of QSD, 
and I represented HKIS and reported the updated 
information of HKIS to the meeting. Mr T T Cheung 
received an ICEC Region and Chairman’s Award in 
recognition of his contribution in the region and 
assistance to the ICEC Chairman, Mr Peter Cox and 
the Region 4 Director, Mr Teoh Wooi Sin, in the past 
2 years. Mr Cheung had also been elected as the 
Administrative Vice Chair for a term of 2 years from 
July 2010. 

In the PAQS Board meeting held on the following day, 
Mr Antony Man and I represented HKIS and reported 
the key developments of HKIS and the major events 
of the Hong Kong Construction Industry since the 
meeting last year. In 2010, the congress had 38 papers 
and 6 of them were from the members/delegates of 
HKIS, which included:    

   - The application of construction cost yardsticks 
for the planning and control of construction 
cost for public rental housing in Hong Kong: Mr 
T T Cheung and Mr Lawrence K W Chung

 - How prime are prime cost rates: Mr Eric Cheng
 - Probabilistic service life estimation of roofing 

systems: Dr Paul H K Ho
 - A multi-disciplinary approach in reviewing 

professional codes of conduct: Dr Ellen Lau
 - Web-based document management systems 

in the construction industry of Hong Kong: Ms   
Tzena Y C Wong

 - Costing of ‘green’ home initiatives in urban 
renewal projects: Mr Daniel C W Ho

QSD has arranged some of the above members/
delegates to present their papers to members of HKIS 
in the CPD events. 

Some participants of ICEC meeting

Musical talent of QS in PAQS farewell dinner

Meeting of PAQS Young QS Group

Visit to SISV

Ten HKIS members/delegates took the opportunity 
to pay a visit to SISV after the closing of the PAQS 
Congress in Singapore. We were received by the 
President of SISV QSD, Mr Goh Ngan Hong, the 
treasurer, Mr Silas Loh and other SISV representatives 
in its newly owned premises.   
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The visit allowed us to have a detailed and fruitful 
discussion with Mr Goh in respect of the future co-
operation between the QSD of SISV, Institute of 
Surveyors, Malaysia (ISM) and HKIS. It was agreed that 
the Quantity Surveying Division of SISV, ISM and HKIS 
should continue sharing the skills and knowledge of 
quantity surveying between the 3 institutes. 

Members visited SISV

Linkage with the Association for Advancement of 
Cost Engineering (AACEI)

Whilst attending the PAQS Congress in Singapore, 
we had the opportunity to meet the representative 
of our American counterpart, AACEI.  We had 
discussed with her on the possibility of establishing a 
reciprocity agreement. We made a good start and will 
continue the dialogue on this subject.

Reciprocity Agreement between HKIS and ICES

On 7 April 2010, the HKIS signed a reciprocity 
agreement (RA) with the Chartered Institution of Civil 
Engineering Surveyors (ICES). It signified a remarkable 
achievement after 5 years of negotiation between the 
2 sides. 

The ICES is an international qualifying body with its 
headquarters in the UK dedicated to the regulation, 
education and training of sur veyors working 
within the civil engineering field. It has 2 streams 
of specialization, the Geospatial Engineering and 
Commercial Management. The RA we signed on 7 
April 2010 was for the ICES Commercial Stream and 
the HKIS Quantity Surveying Division.  

Our President, Professor Chau Kwong Wing, said in 
the signing ceremony, “It is a big day for the HKIS.  The 
reciprocity agreement is one further step forward for 
us to go outside of Hong Kong”.  The President of the 
ICES, Mr Ken Hall, said, “The reciprocity agreement 
contributes to the benefit of both sides.  It is a 
significant and historical document.”

Over 20 representatives from the HKIS and the ICES 
attended the signing ceremony and witnessed the 
memorable moment.  The signing of the RA with ICES 
would benefit the members of the QSD from the 
sharing of knowledge and experience of ICES in the 
infrastructure works. 

Completed a ‘big’ task

Eye-witnesses of the signing ceremony

Publications

Guidance notes and QS Services Fee Scale

Our Division together with the Association of 
Consultant Quantity Surveyors (ACQS) will produce 2 
publications for quantity surveying services, viz. the 
Guidance Notes and the QS Services Fee Scales. Two 
committees, viz. Guidance Notes Drafting Committee 
and QS Services Fee Scale Review Committee, have 
recently been set up with members working in 
consultant firms, contractors, developers etc. 

The primary objective of the Guidance Notes 
Drafting Committee is to review the existing quantity 
surveying practices in both private and public 
sectors and to establish guidelines to help enhance 
consistency and standard of quantity surveying 
services within the industry. The guidelines will 
cover the quantity surveying services provided by 
quantity surveyors working in consultant firms and 
contractors. It is planned that the drafting of the first 
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lot of guidelines will be available for comments by 
early next year.  

The QS Services Fee Scale Review Committee will 
review the existing booklet on fee scales and produce 
a new one to suit the current situation. The intention 
of the new fee scales is to give an indication to the 
stakeholders on the reasonable ranges of fees that are 
expected for quality professional services. Hopefully, 
this will reduce the number of unreasonable low 
bids, which have significant impacts on the quantity 
surveying profession. 

Review of the Standard Form of Building Contracts 
2005 edition (SFBC)

The SFBC was launched in April 2005. It has been 
used by the building industry for over 5 years. In view 
of the suggestions and comments received from the 
stakeholders, a task force set up by the Contract Sub-
committee started the review since September 2009. 
The preliminary review is almost completed. It is 
planned to issue a new edition of the SFBC in 2011.  

Standard Form of Contract for large scale repair 
and maintenance works

To cater for large scale repair and maintenance works, 
another standard form of contract for repair and 
maintenance contracts is on its way. This standard 
form is the co-effort of the Building Surveying 
Division (BSD) and QSD. The review of the latest 
draft is almost completed and tentatively to have it 
launched in 2011.

New members

Assessment of Professional Competence (APC) and 
Assessment of Technical Competence (ATC)

In the APC held in September 2009, 86 probationers 
passed the assessment and became our members 
early in 2010. This was the effort of the members 
of the Divisional Education Committee (DEC), the 
members of the APC panel and the APC assessors for 
their precious time and tremendous effort in making 
the APC a success.  

This year, the APC was organized on 13 and 14 
September 2010. Similar to last year, there were 
approximately 280 candidates attempting the written 
examination. The DEC is currently conducting the 
assessment. It is anticipated the assessment will be 
completed by early January 2011 and follow on will 
be the assessment interviews.

The ATC for Technical Associate was held in May this 
year. The ATC was comprised of two parts, viz written 
assessment and interview assessment. Despite there 
being only one candidate, the result was encouraging 
with 100% passing rate.      

APC Assessors’ Briefing

It is a tremendous task to be a member of the DEC 
or an assessor.  They help in nurturing new blood for 
the profession.  After the hard work of the candidates 
in the APC held in September 2010, the assessors 
are now busy in evaluating the performance of the 
candidates. 

The evaluation process started with a gathering for 
the assessors (APC Assessors’ Briefing) organized by 
the DEC on 6 October 2010. The key purpose of the 
APC Assessors’ Briefing was to brief the assessors on 
the intention of the APC questions and the standard 
levels of the answers expected from the candidates. It 
was also a good opportunity for the assessors to give 
their views and feedbacks on the same. All views and 
feedbacks will definitely assist the DEC in the review 
and modulation of the assessment.

About 100 participants 

Sharing session with APC interviewers

In the past years, the DEC has received numerous 
feedbacks and comments from the assessors on the 
interview assessment. In light of this, the DEC will 
organize an experience sharing session in coming 
December. All interviewers will be invited to join and 
share their observations and issues encountered 
in the past interviews. Appropriate suggestions on 
enhancement of the interview assessment will be 
consolidated and incorporated into the guidelines for 
interview assessment. The updated guidelines will be 
issued to the interviewers for reference in the coming 
interview assessments to be held in January 2011. 
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Linkage with members

Newly Qualified QS Welcoming Party

On 8 March 2010, the QSD organized a New QS 
Members’ Welcoming Party, which was similar to last 
year, to meet with the newly qualified QS this year. 
The party was held at the Backstage Live Restaurant 
in Central. 

The young and fresh faces were glad to meet with the 
QSD Council members in this casual and jovial event. 
It was also a great opportunity for the QSD Council 
members to get to know the new members as well 
as introducing them to the different sub-committees 
of the QS Division. Further, it was a great honour to 
have the attendance of our Senior Vice President of 
the Institute, Mr. Peter Wong, who gave an impressive 
speech to the new members.

The games brought a cheerful atmosphere to the 
party. They got everybody to blend-in and to have 
much laughter. Certainly, they awarded the winners 
with meaningful prizes. 

Drinking – part of QS training

Young and experienced surveyors

QSD Annual Dinner

On 28 May 2010, the QSD Annual Dinner was held in 
the Voting Members Box, Happy Valley Racecourse 
and attended by well over 180 members, guests, 
Office Bearers of the General Council, members of the 
Executive Committee, Past HKIS Presidents and Past 
QSD Chairmen. It was our honour to have guests from 
the Liaison Office of the Central Peoples’ Government, 
Development Bureau, government departments, 
universities and our allied professional institutes and 
organizations.

We presented this year’s Best APC Performance 
Award to Mr Eddie Chong Yiu Wong in recognition 
of his outstanding performance in the APC. The QSD 
Video was premiered during the dinner which proved 
to be not only informative but also entertaining.

Our Council Member Mr Joseph Chong, pretty MCs 
Ms Tzena Wong and Ms Louise Wong entertained 
the guests with wonderful songs. Lucky draws and 
games brought high atmosphere for the dinner. The 
organizing committee chaired by Mr. Thomas Ho led 
towards the closing of the dinner with a song “朋友”. 
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It was an enjoyable and convivial evening. The Council 
looked forward to seeing more members joining the 
QSD Annual Dinner in the coming years.

Promotion

Promotion pamphlet

A new promotion pamphlet for promoting the 
quantity surveying profession to the general 
public was published in November. It gives a brief 
introduction of quantity surveying and the services 
provided by quantity sur veyors. I t  states the 
contribution of quantity surveyors to the construction 
industry in the eyes of other professionals. This 
pamphlet should assist the general public, particularly 
the students in schools and the universities, to have a 
better understanding of quantity surveying. 

City University Information Day 2010

One of the key factors for the sustainability of the 
quantity surveying profession is the continuous influx 
of new blood.  Introduction of quantity surveying to 
school leavers is one of the key promotion activities 
to attract the young generation. 

The information days give us golden opportunities 
for our promotion. The school leavers will have the 
chance to know about quantity surveying before 
they make up their minds to apply for their favorite 
courses in the universities. 

On 9 October 2010, I had the opportunity to give 
a brief introduction of quantity surveying to the 
school leavers during the information day held in City 
University.  There were about 200 participants.  They 
were briefed about quantity surveying services, job 
opportunities and qualifying process.  Their response 
showed their preliminary interest in the profession. 

Briefing after video presentation

Full house of participants

Meeting with Surveying Students of University of 
Hong Kong

On 18 November 2010, the representatives of our 
Division including Mr Antony Man, Vice Chairman, Mr 
Thomas Ho, Honorary Treasurer, Mr Joseph Chong, 
Council Member and I visited the Department of Real 
Estate and Construction of the University of Hong 
Kong (HKU).  With the assistance of the Surveying 
Society of HKU, we had a sharing session with about 
30 surveying students coming from year one to year 
three. 

The sharing session started with my brief introduction 
of the quantity surveying profession and its career 
path. It then followed with the experience sharing of 
working in consultancy firms and civil engineering 
projects by Mr Man and Mr Ho respectively.  

Before closing the session, we showed them the 
newly produced QSD video and had small group 
discussions. Apparently, the students were concerned 
about the prospect of being quantity surveyors such 
as potential income, pros and cons of working in large 
or small consultancy firms, and in contractor firms. 

The students welcomed our visit as this would give 
them a better understanding of quantity surveying 
before making up their minds for future career. 
Certainly, this would also benefit our Division. We 
would know better what the students were looking 
for and then convey the message to the potential 
employers.

Mr Francis Wong (middle) presented souvenir to QSD
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Our future surveyors

Introduction of QS Profession to Secondary 
Schools

This year, one of promotion activities organized by 
the Promotion Sub-Committee was to introduce the 
quantity surveying profession to secondary school 
students. The introduction would be handled by 
qualified QS members.  The members would visit their 
mother secondary schools and deliver career talks 
about quantity surveying to their young schoolmates. 
Hopefully, the young secondary school students 
would have the QS profession in their minds well 
before the time they have to choose the subjects in 
their tertiary education.

This promotion activity was a pilot scheme. The 
promotion sub-committee had recruited several 
qualified members to test the water. The members 
could decide the timing and the duration of the 
career talks. The members would be supported 
by the promotion sub-committee with a standard 
promotion package as well as the participation, if 
necessary, of the QSD Council Members in the career 
talks.  

Visit to St. Paul’s College

The first event of the “Introduction of QS Profession 
to Secondary Schools” scheme was a visit to St. Paul’s 
College on 23 November 2010.  The representatives 
of the QSD included Mr Chan Choi Hing, Mr Chang 
Ka Chung, Mr Alan Cheung, Mr Stephen Chung, Ms 
Rachel Lee, Mr Patrick Yip and Mr Gary Ku of the HKIS 
office.  Some of them were the old boys of the college. 

The purpose of the visit was to introduce HKIS and 
in particular, the QS profession to the current upper 
form students. This would make them aware of the 
profession before their coming choice of the courses 
in university.

The meeting was held in a cosy conference room with 
14 participants from the school. They included the 
careers master and 13 students (both girls and boys), 
who showed interest in our profession. We started 
with a brief introduction of HKIS and QSD by means 
of the videos.  After that, our following representatives 
gave further elaboration on our profession:

 •  Mr C H Chan - the career path and indicative 
salary level of the QS profession, with particular 
emphasis on the consultant side. 

 • Mr Alan Cheung and Mr. Stephen Chung - a brief 
introduction on the variety of works that QS could 
do, including working in the civil engineering 
industry and in contractors, and other property 
and investment related areas into which QS could 
venture.  

 •  Mr Patrick Yip - QS work and salary levels in public 
organizations as a comparison.  

 •  Ms Rachel Lee - increased involvement of female 
surveyors in the profession.

This  one-hour  ta lk  and shar ing sess ion was 
successful.  The students showed great interest in 
the presentation. This might result from the message 
coming from the old boys of the College. I quote the 
message from their school master: “The boys and 
girls were really enthused by your presentation and 
natural and open style of delivery. It would be fair to 
say that if they were not convinced about QS before 
they came to the presentation, they certainly were 
afterwards.”

What a good memory!!

A nice lunch meeting with the young generation
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Scholarship Scheme

The Division has organized the first Scholarship 
Scheme for full time degree and associate degree 
students who study quantity surveying subjects. The 
objectives of the Scholarship are:

1.  To award students  aspired to pursue the 
quantity surveying profession as evidenced by 
their electives and outstanding performance 
in key quantity surveying subjects, including 
measurement, contrac t  law and quant i t y 
surveying practice.

2.  To promote quantity surveying as a high valued 
profession in the construction industry.

We have received 9 sponsors supporting 23 awards 
this year. Each awardee will receive a cash prize of 
HK$3,000. For each award, the sponsor will contribute 
HK$2,000 while QSD will contribute HK$1,000. The 
scholarship will definitely attract more young elites 
to join the industry and also provide an invaluable 
opportunity to promote the sponsor’s name to these 
young students and others outside our industry. 

Video for QS Profession

The sub-committee led by Mr Yam Kwan Sum 
supervised the video production since May 2008.  The 
first version of the video was viewed by the members 
joining the APC briefing held on 8 October 2009. The 
members gave some constructive comments on the 
video. After incorporating the comments, the first 
broadcast of the completed video was made in the 
annual QSD dinner in June this year. 

Subsequently, the video was fine-toned. It is now 
available in English, Cantonese and Mandarin.  It has 
been shown in the promotion activities since then.  
The video has helped in the introduction of the 
quantity surveying profession in a lively way. I would 
consider “it is value for money”.

Training

Continuous professional development events (CPD)

The CPD sub-committee led by Ms Kathy Cheung 
had arranged 16 CPDs for over 2,000 participants. 
The topics covered a wide range of issues such 
as contractual matters, computer technology for 
measurement and stress management. 

Pre-qualification Structured Learning

Pursuant to the HKIS QSD APC rules and guide (APC 
Rules), “the candidate must undertake a minimum 
of 24 hours of Pre-Qualification Structured Learning 
(PQSL) for every 6 full months after entry to the APC 
but before taking the Final Assessment for the first 
time subject to a minimum aggregate of 96 hours”. 
The candidates are expected to gain skills and 
knowledge which are not always possible to obtain 
within day-to-day business of the practice. 

The candidates can fulfill this requirement by attending 
courses and training sessions, undertaking researches, 
post-qualification studies etc., which follow the APC 
Rules, at their choices. The past PQSL submissions from 
the candidates indicated that there was a ‘big’ gap 
between the quality of various courses and studies, 
which might defeat the intention of the PQSL.

In light of this, there were suggestions that the 
institute should organize a structured learning course 
for the candidates. The course would ensure that the 
candidates would gain an appropriate level of skills 
and knowledge prior to attending the APC.  After 
deliberation, the Council then decided last year to 
implement a pilot scheme for a period of 2 years.

The sub-committee responsible for the pilot scheme 
is led by our Honorary Treasurer Mr Sunny Chan. The 
pilot scheme is comprised of 19 seminars with a total 
of 49 hours. The duration of each seminar ranges 
from 1.5 to 3 hours. The seminars cover topics relating 
to both pre-contract and post-contract quantity 
surveying services, which include measurement, cost 
planning, contract administration, procurement, real 
estate development, dispute resolution and project 
management. The speakers of the seminars are well-
experienced practitioners and experts in the related 
topics.

By the end of November, we had organized 8 seminars 
and the rate of participation was very encouraging.  
Besides the candidates, the participation of speakers 
also contributed significantly to the success of the 
scheme.   

Training on Standard Form of Building Contract

Besides CPD events, the Division has organized 
some advanced training courses for members.  The 
training sub-committee led by Mr Sunny Chan, the 
Honorary Treasurer, organized the first training course 
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in November.  The course was on the Standard Form 
of Building Contract 2005 (SFBC).  A series of training 
courses are in the pipeline.

The SFBC has been published for over 5 years. There 
are voices suggesting that the old form should 
discontinue printing.  The first training course was to 
equip our members and other stakeholders with a 
better knowledge of this SFBC. 

To make the training more effective, the number of 
participants in each training class was limited and 
the enrolment was on a ‘first-come-first served’ basis.  
The training course was comprised of 5 classes.  It was 
well-received and had about 220 participants in total. 

Involvement in local affairs

Representatives in government and non-government 
bodies

Our members were willing to devote their precious 
time and to get involved in local affairs by using their 
professional knowledge and experience. In the past 
year, we have nominated a number of representatives 
joining the committees and task forces in the 
government and non-government bodies, which 
included:

 • CIC – Committee on subcontracting
 • CIC - Committee on environment and technology
 • Advisory Committee on revitalization of historic 

buildings
 • Building and Civil Engineering Training Board 

(General Committee)
 • Harbour Front Commission
 • Joint Mediation Helpline Office
 • Professional Green Building Council

Participation and submissions on public affairs

Our members were also active in giving their 
comments and suggestions on public matters in the 
past year. 

Conclusion

Most of the tasks and events planned earlier this 
year were completed successfully. Some of them 
were pilot schemes implemented this year. Such 
achievement was resulted from the valuable efforts 
and contributions of various parties. They include 
our Council members, co-opted members, the Vice 
Chairman, the Honorary Secretary, the Honorary 

Treasurer, and last but not least, the staff of the 
General Office. 

I would like to thank them for their hard work and 
support.  As you were well aware, we would not be 
able to meet our missions without their participation. 
  
Lastly, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you 
for giving me the opportunity to serve this Division 
as the Chairman in the past 2 years. I would like to 
solicit your continuous support to the Division and 
the Council of the next term.  With your support and 
dedication, I am sure that our Division will continue 
its success in future. 
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Divisional Council & Young Surveyors Group Reports

Young Surveyors Group 

Jeffrey WONG
Chairman

F irst of all, I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my wholehearted thanks to all the 

Office Bearers, Committee Members,  Student 
Members and Co-opted Members who contribute 
their times, efforts and hard works in various 
working groups, CPD events, social events and 
subcommittees. Our divisional works would not 
have been so successful without the supports of 
you all.

At the beginning of the council year, I used the 
word "REBORN" as the preface.  Now, I tend to adopt 
"REUNION" to mark an end to this memorable chapter 
of YSG.

During the council year, we have successfully held 
various events and activities for our members. We 
have also participated in a number of external events 
with other external institutes and groups to promote 
YSG.

Collaborative Work with University Students

Students are the major asset of YSG. Apart from 
sponsoring their regular study tours, we have provided 
a platform for them to organize a joint university 
function among the three universities. It was our 
great pleasure to be invited as speakers of a career 
talk which was held by the three universities. On the 
other way round, the students provided continuous 
support for YSG events such as Career Expo and 
Indoor Rowing Charity Competition. 

CPD 

We organized various CPD which covered topics 
including but not limited to China studies, technical 
development, the latest legal issues, contractual 
studies, railway projects, project management, 
investment strategies etc. We also collaborated with 
other divisions in organizing APC Workshops. 

YSG Logo, Team Photos and Team Building 

It has been a long consideration process before we 
adopted the above logo which is able to express YSG 
as a brand of energy and passion. The logo has been  
being printed on all relevant publications of YSG. 

Also, it was exciting for us to have a chance to take 
team photos together and reunion our spirit in May 
2010. In July 2010, we had a total of 22 members who 
joined our one-day team building in Tsing Yi . We 
have learnt the importance of teamwork and sharing. 
Ultimately, we sweated and were exhausted after a 
superb sunny day, but we enjoyed this with tons of 
laughter.
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Study Tour in Shanghai, National Education 
Course in Beijing and Visit to Developments in 
Shenzhen

On 15 to 19 May 2010, 6 members of YSG together 
with 6 representatives from HKIS Divisions attended 
a National Education Course, namely "香港建築測量
及都市規劃界和工程界專業人士北京大學國情研
習課程", in Beijing, which was organized by Peking 
University with the assistance from the Liaison Office 
of Central People's Government in HKSAR. Whilst 
on 1 to 5 September 2010, a total of 45 members 
joined the annual study tour in Shanghai. Apart from 
a tour in the Asia World Expo, we visited a current 
development project of Sun Hung Kai which was 
under construction. Besides, we visited The Bridges 
(8號橋) and 思南公館, which are the classic projects 
for revitalization development. Our members were 
very impressed by The Expo and were proud to 
witness the future of China. 

On 20 November 2010, we visited a number of 
residential projects in Shenzhen and learned about 
the latest town planning in southern China. 

Social Events

In 2010, YSG started its practices in February for the 
dragon boat competition during Tuen Ng Festival. 
We came in 6th place in the Mixed Silver Bowl Final 
and 7th place in Men's B Gold Cup Final. Besides, 
we  arranged a number of social activities for our 
members including cooking class and magic class. 

YSG Annual Dinner 2010 was held on 27 November 
2010 in Victoria Pool Restaurant.  “"A night of Alaska" 
was the theme of the party.

Charity Events

Our YSG are passionate in community services and 
arranged a number of charity events throughout 
the council year. In December 2009, some of our YSG 
members joined a cheerful Christmas party with the 
children in Tin Shui Wai. In September 2010, we joined 
"Farm Visit and Cycling" charity event organized by 
Community and Charity Committee. Though we 
move on to another year, we never forget the needy.  
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External Activities

YSG continues to extend its network to other 
professional organizations as well as organizations 
related to our industry. We took part in various events 
such as Joint Professional Drinking Party and Wine-
tasting events in which the Hong Kong Institute 
of Architects (HKIA) , the Hong Kong Institute of 
Engineers (HKIE) and the Hong Kong Medical 
Association  also participated in.

We joined Chartered Institute of Arbitrator (CIArb)'s  
YMG Annual Party and Joint Christmas Ball in 2009 in 
Central. 

One day seminar contract management 2010 was 
held on 6 February 2010 at Chiang Chen Studio 
Theatre at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, it 
was jointly organized by the youth groups of HKIE-
YMC, HKIS-YSG, CIArb-YMG, Law Soc-YSG, CIBSE-YMG 
and ICE-G&S.

Conclusion

Time flies. On a personal note, I am proud to serve as 
the Chairman of the YSG, and I look forward to the 
new Council taking our achievement to a new height. 
In facing of numerous opportunities and challenges 
ahead, including APC/ATC reform, direct membership, 
long term strategy for the institute and financial 
difficulty, the new Council needs to identify the issues 
and deal with them decisively.

Taking this opportunity, may I invite all members' 
involvement to YSG and support its activities. There 
are many tasks that need to be handled and these 
burdens cannot only fall on the broad shoulders of 
few volunteers, forever. Join now! 

Last, I would like to thank all those in the Council, and 
all who worked together as a team for their efforts 
over the past council year.

By the end of 2010, we once again arranged a magical 
Christmas party for children in Tin Shui Wai.


